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CHAP. 1. 
GENER AL ſuſpenſe prevailed among the 


houſehold in Groſvenor Square, during the 
period which Dr. W. had given the fa- 


mily and friends of Douglas to underſtand 


would, in a great meaſure, decide his fate ; 
however, to their infinite joy, on the much 
dreaded night, be fell into a profound ſleep, 
which laſted: till between two and three 
o'clock in the morning, All his medical at- 
tendants had choſe to wait the reſult in his 
Vor. IV. 1 dreſſing- 
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dreſſing room; and a8 the moſt Sabourable 
Tymptoms now began to appear, and he 


was perfectly ſenüiple, they pronounced him 


3 out of danger. 


* 


2 labella Fas with the Duke, Count, . 
Baronet, and Mrs. Macpherſon, had alſo | 
remained in the ſaloon to hear the report of 


the Faculty, convinced that none of them 


could have ſlept had they retired, while 
a prey to the heart-breaking apprehen- | 
ſions they all more or leſs entertained) ; 
made an attempt to thank Dr. W. who 
had particularly addreſſed himſelf to her, 


for this tranſporting intelligence; but the 


tears of joy which ſhe ſhed in abundance, 
choaked her utterance, and ſhe could only 
preſent her hand to the Doctor, and, .by a 


fervent preſſure, endeavouted to expreſs her 


gratitue; he reſpectfully raiſed it to his 


lips; aſſuring her that he had gevet felt fo 


hafipy tas. at/ bein g able to remove her r hitherto 
wellegrounded fears, . n tr oe u fools? 
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The Duke of Durham, who. was. attend- 
ing at the ſame moment to the principal 
ſurgeon, pulled out a very valuable gold re- 


peating watch, which he put into bis hand, 
ne ͤ; ’t. . ONES: 


255 Let that 8 of the Sag 
joy your ſkill has occaſioned. in my family; 
and accept my fincere and heartfelt thanks 


W 


en each other, 


the now happy party retired, to offer their 
thankſgivings where they were moſt que, and 


then tried to recruit their exhauſted ſpirits; 


having hitherto hardly enjoyed a moment's 


repole ſince the unfortunate rencoutre. 


In the morning, the Facult y renewed their 


over - night's aſſurances, and the principal 
ſurgeon took upon himſelf to complete the 
cure. Her Ladyſhip was allowed to ſpend 
her days by her huſband's betlſide, to whom 


ſhe became dearer than ever, when he 
'B 2 learned 


7 the ati fortitude ſhe had dif. 
e ET od 


_ 


007 ſoon romplaniated the countenance of + 
every individual of the houſehold, who had 
all ſincerely participated in their Lady's 
grief; even Neptune, Douglas's favourite 
dog, ſeemed ſenſible of the general hilarity 
that now prevailed in the late mournful 
dwelling; though he had not been permit- 
ted to enter his maſter's room, he ſeldom 

left the door, and her Ladyſhip never went 
in or came out, if he was there, without be- 
ſtowing a few careſſes upon the feeling ani - 
mal, as ſhe ſtyled him, and promiſing him 
admittance as ſoon as his maſter was ſuffi- 
ciently recovered to thank him for the marks 
of attachment he had ſhewn.—She kept her 
word within a wo ſhort time after Douglas 
Was pronounckd to be in a ſtate of conva- 
leſcence; but found it a difficult matter to 
make him take his leave, as, not being per- 
\ raitted to lie upon, the bed, 155 took bis 
ſtation under it. 
: Foe . 
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Douglas was now permitted to leave his 
bed for a few hours in the day, and to ſee 
ſome of his moſt intimate friends; among 
whom, to his infinite joy, he included John 
Mackenzie; as he really felt gratified by the 
| fincere grief (he underſtood from Sir Charles) 
he had diſplayed while Bu recovery was 
doubtful. . . 1 * 


"Lady Mackenzie learned he was in a fair 
way of getting well with affected tranſports of 
joy, but inward chagrin ; and the Knight's 
ſentiments were of the ſame nature. Archy 
obſerved, that if the Prince of Wales had 
been ill, be would not have had more at- 
tendance, and he ſuppoſed Douglas had 
never been half To ill as the Faculty report- 
ed, juſt to enhance their own merit While 
Margaret reminded him that Mr. Douglas 
would be again able to ſinge his whiſkers if 

he did not treat him with Proper reed 


HARCOURT 


CHAP. Il. 


WITHIN a few days after Douglas had 
been allowed to ſee company, one of the 


| ſurgeons, who had attended him during the 


firſt niae days, called to offer his congratu- 
lations upon his viſible amendment, &c.; 


and having taken a ſeat, and diſcourſed with 


his former patient and the Baronet (who 
were tete · d- tote when he came in) upon in- 
different ſubjects, ſaid, addreſſing Douglas— 


* You will be able, Sir, to travel long 
before your adverſary, and cut a much better 
figure into o the os. 


{ 


What | 
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Sir?“ enquired 


is 


9 What do you mean, 


yy” Douglas, with ſome ſurpriſe. * 


« Nay, don't let me alarm you, Sir,” re- 
plied the ſurgeon; . I only Meant to inform 
you that one of the pillars of our State is 
fallen to decay ;—in a word, Lord Fitzcar yl 
has within this hour undergone an amputa- 
tion. ſpeak from the firſt athprtgs ſince 

1 performed the operation.” 1 

« Good Heavens, is it poſſible !”” ex- 
4 Douglas; I never underſtood he 
was in any danger.—I am really ſhocked to 
hear that he has been ſo material A ſuf- 
ferer.“ | 
Upon my W de has brought tlie 
m in a great meaſure, upon him- 
| fell, perhaps in the firſt inſtance, but un- 

douhtedly in the ſecond; and whatihe has 
undergorie- was the only means 1 3 
| ſeeving: BEM”: ͤ 1 1 
d 211-4 Po? e 

Tbe Ccust 2 St. Mars, who- 2 his 
appearance at that moment, ſtopped the ooa- 
e but he had no ſooner taken a Cliair, 

i 4 f than 


8 HARCOURT. 


than Douglas aſked him if he knew what 


had been going forward in Jermyn Street? | 
The Count declared he did not know what | 
he alluded to, ahid requeſted an explanation. 
The ſurgeon took e ROPE to illuſ- | 


trate. | 


* 


The Lord be praiſed! * exclaimed the 5 
Count; « T only wiſh it had been his head !” | 
and, notwithſtanding the horror of the ſub- 


ject, his looks and geſtures while he ſpoke 


made even Douglas ſmile, and the Baronet 


and ſurgeon burſt out a laughing. 


Douglas then told the latter he did not 


know ap he rag his e | 


He had dow lately ales} in, his pie „5 
but could no more than the reſt of his pro- 


feſfion, perform miracles in his Lordſhip's 
favour . His-paſſionate and ungovernable 
temper” brought him to the brink of the 
grave; though, had he poſſeſſed half your 
patience: and real Dos: Sir, I think he 

154% | +4 might. 
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might have ſaved his leg; now he may think 
himſelf very fortunate if he. eſcapes with his 
life.—At firſt he drank daily, and ſwore in- 


ceſſantly, I have been informed, to deaden 
pain, and drown forrow—theſe were his own 
expreſſions. Then he is not in a very eligible, 


though no doubt in a very expenſive ſituation: 


his bed-room has merely a win Jowopening into h 


a paſſage, receiving the light and airit commu- 


nicates by a ſky-light, and is not large enough 
to admit three people to ſtand with eaſe by 


the fide of his bed; he is therefore halt- 
ſtifled, and very much incommoded beſides 
by the continual noiſe prevalent. in public 
hotels.“ 

« An can't he be removed, Sir en- 


quired Douglas. 


« Not at preſent, Sir, without 5 more 
danger than can ariſe from the inconve- 


niences [have enumerated.” 


« But I hope you think he may reco- 


= 


ver?“ 


{ra; n from drinking, and giving way to paſ- 
A 32 OL 


f 


1 


„ Moſt certainly, Sir, if he will but re⸗ 
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ſion ;—indeed he won't be able to get at 
much liquor now, as I have ſtrictly forbade 
more than a very trifling quantity * 
given him ſo we will fave him if we can.” 


« And pray, Sir, how is his face * ſaid. 


the Count. 
«© The two deepeſt cuts he native are 


not yet quite healed, Sir; the ſcars of thoſe 
which are 9 ſeem no addition to his 


countenance.” 
The S took a pinch of ſnuff. 


« Iam afraid Rn Lady will be cecribly 
mortified ; ;—T thought the young jade would 
have been too nimble for him with both legs, 
but, faith, he won't be able to keep pace 


with her with only eee how Goes ſhe 


look?“ 
6c The few times, Sir, I Ea had the 4 


vantage of ſeeing her, ſhe has moſtly been i in 
tears ne 


— 


oh Of repentance, no doubt, cried the 


Count. 


5 14 


Sir,” 
ſpect: 
ſenſat 
extre 
Iriſh 

vibra 
mad 
Jam 
all ſo 
perly 
certai 
«6 
fidere 
the 
fore, 
recov 


« I pity her from the bottom of my foul,” 
-xclaimed Douglas, as well as her Lord! 
EUlt muſt be a dreadful operation to loſe a 
umb!“ 

Not worſe than what you icnderoiſt, 


Jextremities though ] proteſt he ſet up the 
Iriſh howl ſo often and ſo loud, that it ſtill. 
vibrates in my ears.—He certainly is half a 


mad man—ſwears he will/ſhoot himſelf Land 


I am ſure would not have ſerupled doing us 

all ſome miſchief, if he + not been mw 

perly ſecured.” 3 
« How abſurd; * 10 Douglas, © as de 


certainly is not deficient in courage! 


« don't ſo much wonder, all things con- 


fidered, that he ſhould wiſh himſelf out of 
the world,” rejoined the Count ; © there-' 
fore, to puniſh him, he may be permitted to 


recoxer. Mes + 72 


£ « 
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Sir,“ replied the ſurgeon; in ſome re- 
ſpects not near ſo bad, as there is very little 
ſenſation left when we are driven to ſuch 


a 
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The ſurgeon now took his leave, and 
Lady; Iſabella joined the party. Douglas 
repeated what they had heard. 


Poor fouls !” exclaimed her Ladyſhip, | 
« they muſt be ſhockingly accommodated. | 
Your unhoped-for recovery, my dear Douglas, 
has induced me to forgive bis Lordſhip, and 
Ithave long pitied his unfortunate wife.“ I 

;« Your Ladyſhip is much too good,” g 
faid the Count; *I hope they will meet, 1 | 
indeed they have in ſome meaſure, with their AY 
puniſhment in this world.“ 3 

« Indeed they have, aid Douglas; 2 a 3 
am afraid too they are in want of money.” 3 

„ You would be very much to blame if 
you were to ſend them any ;—that would | 
really be rewarding their iniquities.” F 
The worthy Principal early taught me ö 
to return good for evil, Count; and though | 
of late I have ſtrangely ſtrayed from his pre- 
cepts, I mean in future to make them the 
guide of my actions“. | 


> | «Yau. | 
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Jou have certainly morality on your 
fide, my young friend but if they are in 
want, let them ſend into St. Albans Street. 


Her clothes and jewels will certainly afford 


them a preſent ſupply ; and might not the 
bullying fellow boaſt of having frightened 


you into terms, were you to ſtep forward to 


their aſſiſtance?“ 
„ Surely not, Count, exclaimed Doug- 
las, very warmly ; © he would only ſay that 


I gave to his misfortunes what I refuſed to 


his threats“. 

Right again, my noble "ali ad ad 
I have got the worſt of the argument.“ 
„Why 1 muſt fay, Count, I think they 


have both been ſufficiently puniſhed, Alber- 


tine choſe her huſband for his figure and 
title, the laſt of which only remains ;—their 


' misfortunes have followed pretty quick upon 


each other.“ 
« I muſt agree they have,” replied the 
Count, “and I am almoſt ſuperſtitious | 


enough to believe their firſt accident was 
meant as a warging They narrowly eſcaped 


breaking 
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breaking their” wecles! in their halts to get 
hold of what they' had loſt all claim to— 


namely, the Lady's fortune; and like all 


deſperate people, when'he found his ſcheme 
had completely failed, my Lord choſe to 
play another and a deeper game :—his life 


being the ſtake, he ventured ; but that was 


become a burthen to him. I can ſuppoſe 
now he will very probably-eſcape with the 
| loſs of a limb, and ſuch an event is not likely 
to reconcile him to his fate. His abandoned 
friends may deplore his misfortune, as he 


will no longer be able to ſtand forth their 


champion, which I underſtand he has fre- 
quently done.“ 

« And may again, Count, 4 interrupted 
| oy — <« with leſs riſk than ever, in uy 
en“ « 

1 True,” replied the Count, W 
{a er" 5 work is much cheaper than 
ſurgeon 8. | 


The entrance of the Duke and Mr. 
Elton gave a turn to the conyerſation, and 
1 e the 


< 
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the ſubject was not renewed till the even- 
ing, when the Count again made his appear- 
ance with a letter in his hand, which he 
preſented to Douglas. 


% That dutiful epiſtle was brought into 
St. Albans Street about half an hour ago ;— 
pray read it, Sir, and tell me whether you 
don't think my country-woman is truly ſen- 
ſible of her error, and a very dutiful con- 


ſiderate child. —I am {ure ſhe deſerves com- 


miſeration.“ 


Douglas took the proffered letter, wllich 
he preſumed came from Lady Fitzcarryl, 

"and, as they were en famille, read aloud 
as follows: 


Fa 


* TT, MADAME: DE L *EPINOIS.. 


. Jermyn Street, Aug. 2d. 
2 My deareſt and beſt of mothers, can 
you forgive the penitent Albertine —1 
would long ſince have thrown myſelf at your 
| feet, 


* 5 HARCOURT. 


— 


feet, to obtain that pardon I now Kumi 
ſue for, had it not been for the dreadful 


circumſtances which ſo ſoon followed my ar- 
rival in town. — 1 have not enjoyed a mo- 
ment's peace ſince, and had Mr. Douglas 


died, ] ſhould never have overcome the 
ſhock (if J do as it is). I can only now en- 


treat my dear mother would ſend me a ſup- 


ply of caſh as ſoon as poſſible; and that 
you would uſe your influence with the Count 
de St. Mars, tor whom I now, and always 
ſhall, have the moſt ſincere eſteem and re- 
eard, to induce him to perſuade Mr. Douglas 


to allow me at leaſt the intereſt of that for- 


tune I once thought myſelf ſo clearly entitled 
ro;—and if you, my deareſt mother, will 


allow me to aſk your bleſſing in perſon, you 


will make me as happy as I ever can be in 
this world! Should you refuſe me this fa- 
vour, I muſt entreat you would ſend me all 
my clothes, and as much money as you can 
ſpare, as the Earl's horrid fituation prevents 


him from ſeeing after his own affairs; but 


the mome nt he is able to ſtir out, he will 
repay, 


oo = © bd 
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8 repay you every farthing you may now ad · 
vance me. Tou certainly can't deny me 
ſuch a requeſt; becauſe if you don't comply 
with it, I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 
raiſing money upon my jewels, which I ac- 
cidentally carried away with me.—lI ſhall 
now conclude, entreating a ſpeedy anſwer, 
and hoping, my dear mother, you will {till 

believe me pour dutiful daughter, 
5 ALBERTINE FITZCARRYL,” 


* 
— — \ 


How much better this would have ap- 
peared,” obſerved Douglas, when he had 


concluded, had it been ſent a month ago; 


notwithſtandinz, I feel very much inclined. 
to 6-compaſhonate the writer.“ 

So do J,“ ſaid her Ladyſhis; by HER my 
ley has not increaſed fince J have heard her 
letter; which, I hope Lam not uncharitable 
in remarking, ſeems wholly the reſult of her 
want of money. I can conceive what her 
feelings muſt have been had you died, my 
dear Douglas, and give her infinite credit 
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for her aſfertions upon that bead; bil had 
ſhe attributed her ſilence to anxiety for her 
huſband, and exbreſſed ſome degree of ſor- 
row for his misfortunes, ſhe would not have 
lowered herſelf in my eſtcem.“ 
Nor in mine, my Lady, 


rejoined the 


7 Count ; * but with your s and theſe gentle- ; 


men's Jeave, I will now read you Madame 
de L'Epinois's and my anſwer to this Oy : 


appeal to our mere ok 


\ 


— —  — 


« TO THE RIGHT ox. THE COUNTESS: or | 


FITZCARRYL. f 


60 poverty has, I find, at laſt brought: 
you to a ſenſe of your duty.—I don't believe. 
a ſingle word of your proteſtations, which 
are only meant to deceive and delude me; 


and I only hope I ſhall never have the mis- 


„ 


fortune of ſeeing a perſon ſo devoid of filial 


affection, and who has brought ſuch afflic- 


tions upon her deareſt and beſt friends ! Seek 
comfort from the author of thoſe calamities' 


to 


ou might have avoided adding falſities 


cc 


anſy 


* 
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to your crimes.— The Count de St. Mars, 
who has ſeen your letter, means to add a 
| few lines; I have therefore only to ſay that 
your wardrobe is ready whenever you chuſe 
to ſend for 16. 
1 The Count de St. Mars begs leave to 
inform the Counteſs of Fitzcarryl that ſhe. 
has no longer any claim upon the Hon. Mr. 
Douglas; and that ſhe has not only forfeited 
the eſteem of all her friends, but every ſhil- 
ung of her fortune Therefore the man 
who led her into this predicament, ought 
now to ſupport her; for the Count's ad- f 
vice, ſhould Mr. Douglas deign to aſk it, 
will be to act up to the ſpirit of the late 
Monſieur and Madame de Valcerne's wills; 
and in a very ſhort time her Ladyſhip will 
learn how Madame de Epo. en to 
diſpoſe of her r 155 


* 


*I can't " you ſerit a very favourable 
ankwer to her ry” s petition, Count,“ | 
a — 
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aid Douglas, and the conclufon is father 
8 


The Count W up his thoulders and 4 


ſmiled ; while the Baronet aſked him how 
Madame de LEpinois meant to 1 8 of 
: her mam 


4 


« That is coming to the colts at once, 
1. Sir Charles,” ſaid Lady Iſabella. - 


59 


«* In my favour, my Lady,” replied the 
Count, ſtarting up, and bowing to the Duke; 
*T think I am more of a man than Lord 


Fitzcarryl now!“ 


The whole: company burſt out a laughing. 


6 Aye you may laugh, good folks—T am | 


in ſober earneſt. The penitent, dutiful 


Albertine would gain over the fond mother 
by degrees, and then ſhe would ſoon be 
ruined by that epitome of a man and her 


beloved daughter. So I mean to be cha- 
ritable, and confer the title of Counteſs upon 


her, 
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her, juſt to raiſe her to an equal n 
My friend, the Biſhop's, perſuaſions have 
overcome my ſcruples—I have offered my 
hand, and it has been accepted. The Biſhop 
is to reſide with us. We ſhan't ſpend all 
our money, I dare fay ; but I will take care 
it ſhall 85 go to promote either drinking o or 
ming. 


The thougbts of this wedding amuſed 
| them exceſſively, and no one more than 
| Mr. Elton. Indeed Lady Fitzcarryl's ap- 
plication for forgiveneſs ſeemed ſo totally to 
originate in her poverty, that all were as 
much inclined to cenſure as to pity her ; 
however, when Douglas retired, which he 
did at an early hour, Sir Chatles and Mr. 


Elton accompanied him as uſual into his 

bed: room, and as ſoon as he bad diſmiſſed his 

. valet, he told the latter, he ſhould feel him- 

f ſelf obliged if he would do him the favour 

> to wait upon the Earl and his bride in the 

2 morning, and carry them their half year's 
remittance, 


For 


- 


ua mieten 


„“ For it is very hard to be in want in his 


Lordſhip's condition,” he proceeded, and 
Gad forbid that I ſhould uſe the power I 


retain, for ſo baſe a e s 


The good old man readily vromiſed to FR 


as he deſired, though he declared they met 
with more lenity than they deſerved; and 


upon his return into the ſaloon, reported 


what had paſſed to the Duke and Lady 
Iſabella (the Count had taken his leave), 
who each applauded the generous notion 
which could only originate (the Duke re- 
marked) 1 in the breaſt of a Douglas l And 
in my huſband's,” thought Lady Tſabella ; 


while the more philanthropic Elton con- 


ceived it proceeded from that goodneſs of 
heart which had long made the propoſer the 
object of his almoſt undivided affection. 


CHAP. 


A. 93 2 Fu — as 


5 % 
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CHAP. III. 


Fas next morning, between eleven and 
twelve, Mr. Elton ſet out upon his em- 
baſſy, having received full powers and in- 
ſtructions; and returned ſoon after Douglas, 
who never roſe before one, had joined the 
party in the drawing- room, and imme» 
diately gave in his had in the following 
terms: — 


I was received by the Counteſs, who 
was ſitting alone in the dining-room, and I 
proteſt is ſo altered that I ſhould have paſſed 
her in the ſtreet without knowing her :—ſhe 

_ loſt all her fine Lover, looks thin, and 


p. 1 ſeems 


* nN HARCOURP. 


ſeems worn down with vexation and fatigue; 


her eyes were ſwelled with recent -tears when 
L entered.” N 


Lady Iſabella's eyes gliſtened : and Douglas | 
gave a ſigh of compaſſion to the fate of his 


ward. 


I told her my errand ina very few words, 
and ſhe went to inform her Lord and maſ- 
ter of my arrival. As ſhe left the doors of 
a room ſhe croſſed into his bed-chamber 
open, I heard him curſe her very politely for 
coming in when he was inclined to doze ; 


but the tidings ſhe brought obtained her 
pardon, and I was-introduced into a bed- 


chamber that 1 won't attempt to deſcribe. 
Her Ladyſhip was ordered to withdraw, but 
was allowed to ſtay, upon my ſaying that 
her preſence was neceſſary, as I came from 
her guardian.— Oh by Jaſus, Sir,“ cried 
the Earl, 1 wiſh Mr. Douglas had killed 
me at once; there would have been an end 


of me, and mx milerable carcaſe would 
| | have 
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have been ted whole ; J but now I am 
doomed to ſtump about all my life, like a 
Chelſea penſioner Oh *tis enough to drive 
a man wild '—I faid I was ſorry he had 
brought ſuch a misfortune upon himſelf,” 
_ , *£ Oh faith, Sir, Mr. Douglas and I have 
reaſon to thank Lady Fitzcarryl for what 
has happened to us both.—But pray what 
may be your buſineſs with me?“ 
Mr. Douglas has ſent me, my Lord, 
with four thouſand pounds, the half of what 
he means to allow her Ladyſhip yearly.ä—If 
your Lordſhip and ſhe are ſatisfied with this 
propoial, an order will be lodged at his 
banker's, to r her Ladyſhip' s drafts to 
that amount.” 
And he till thinks I have no claim IL | 
« He knows you have none, my Lord! 
gut I merely came to make an offer of the 
mas: not to force your Lordſhip to ac- 


| cept it.“ 


« Now faith, Sir, Mr. Douglas is very 
generous—if I really have no claim But 
the Counteſs aſſures me that ſhe never knew 

vol. Iv. E of 
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of any ſuch clauſes as he mentioned to me, 
being in her father's or the late Madame de 
Valcerne's wills.” 


I I had known of la: my Lord. Wo 


ſaid her Ladyſhip, burſting into tears, “1 


ſhould certainly have mentioned them to 


3, 


you ;—but now I am accuſed 


« My dear Albertine,” interrupting her, 


6e never ſaid any more than that I thought it 


| very odd !—And by Jaſus, Sir, you will allow 
that any man would have thought the ſame. 


I ſhould not have loſt a limb if it had not 


been for that miſtake ; nor Mr. Douglas 
would not have been near loſing his life upon 

your account, child! For that ſon of a 
b who docked me, ſwore that he went 
through a great deal more than I did, and 
that if I had been _ wounded as he was, I 
ſhould not have lived till the ball had been 
extracted, —To be ſure I am d——d impa- 
tient ;—but you know, child, I have for- 
given you, ſo why repeat now what I 0 in 
my 1 _ | 


I am 
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« ] am only ſorry, my Lord,” aid. b 
« you had, recourſe to ſuch deſperate mea- 
ſures, to obtain what your wile had ſo to- 
tally forfeited.” 

« Very true, Sir ; but my cout am . 
have convinced you what confidence I placed 
in the Counteſs's veracity. —Oh what a mi- 
ſerable dog ſhall 1 be all my life, through my 
own folly -I am very ſorry, Sir, I ever 
truſted to the word of a woman—though 


1 have forgiven her, becauſe ſhe has aſſured. 


me ſhe erred innocently ; and I have not had 


any thing more than Mr. Douglas's word 


yet. > of 7 
« He has ſent you, my Lord, the copies 


of both the Baron and Madame de Val- 


cerne's wills ; here they are,” laying them 
upon the bed while I ſpoke. | 
„ Oh faith, Sir, I am ſatisfied,” locking 
at his remaining leg; * by Jaſus, 1 can't 


think what induced Mr. Douglas to meet 
ſuch a poor devil as I am, if he meant to allow 
me the fortune at laſt.“ 


c 2 cc Had 
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Had your Lordſhip accepted the offers 


he made you at Clapham, you would have 
been long ſince in poſſeſſion of the forfeited 


fortune, and would have ſpared yourſelf, and 
many other people, ſome very painful mo- 


ments | —But, believe me, Mr. Douglas 1s 


much too generous to take advantage of the 


ſituation - you and Lady Fitzcarryl have 
placed yourſelves in, He merely wiſhed to 
do what he thought his duty by his ward ; 

and I dare fay, after the provocation you 
gave him, you would have acted as he did.” 

No faith, Sir, I would not ;—though 
I think I have convinced Mr. Douglas, and 
all his friends, I am no coward - But 


J judged him after my own heart when 
I challenged him; for had I been in his 


ſituation a fine young fellow, juſt married 
to a moſt lovely woman, and in poſſeſſion of 
an immenſe fortune, not to ſpeak of his fu- 
ture expectations, I would ſoon have ſettled 
my ward's affairs without fighting for her! 

She ſhould have run the riſłk of being miſe- 


rable, ſooner than J would have hazarded my 


- bfe 
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life againſt a man 'who had nothing i 5 


loſe — And by Jaſus, Mr. Elton, I ſay 


it, and will ſwear it too, that your grandſon 


is the brav eſt man that ever gave another the 


meeting.” f 
“I could not help ſmiling ; though 1 


proteſt I believe the Earl poſſeſſes a bettet 


heart than many people think I begin to 
believe that he is not a raſcal from principle, 
but from neceſſity there was a frankneſs in 


bis confeſſion worthy a better cauſe. It did 


not ſeem to ſtrike her Ladyſhip as it did 


me; for ſhe gave him ſeveral contemptuous 


looks, which did not raiſe her in my eſteem. 
But to conclude—your offer was accepted, 


my dear George; his Lordſhip took the 


money, and here is the Counteſs's receipt. 


His Lordſhip alſo gave me to underſtand. he 
had been forced to diſpoſe of his commiſſion 


—his duel did not appear in an honourable 
light in his rice Officers eyes, nor did 


it now in his own.“ 


« Why, I can't ſay he fought in a very 


diſintereſted cauſe,” replied Douglas, ſmiling, 


ez | «but. 
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but I really believe I was wrong miyſelf in 


accepting the challenge.—1 could not bear 


the thoughts of being trightened into any 
thing; and honour ought at all times to be 


dearer to a man than his life.” 


Lou are a true Douglas,” faid the 
Duke; and I ſhould have acted i in your 


place juſt as you have done.“ 
* only hope, ſaid Lady Iſabella, you 


never mean to riſk your life in a private 


quarrel again; as I muſt ſay I am of Lord 


Fitzcarryl's way of thinking now—it would 
have been much better to have riſked Alber- 
tine” s happineſs than your life.” | 
KRecollect, my love, who leſt me her 
dh 1 own Lam happy to reflect that 


I have done more than my duty towards 
her. 5 e 


92 


Ten times over,“ exclaimed Sir 


Charles. =” : 


At leaſt,” l Elton; „ though 
ſhe is really miſerable, and I don't think 


cares. three pins for her maimed Lord !” 


— A 


e More's 
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« More's the pity,” replied Douglas; 
& ſhe was in a great meaſure the cauſe of his 
accident, and fince ſhe choſe him herſelf, 
ſhe ought not ſo ſoon to throw off the maſk 
though 1 muſt own her' s is a very dreary 
proſpect. 1 1 8 

The entrance of ſome viſiters changed the 
converſation, as Douglas's recovery became 
the theme, which never failed of affording an 
agreeable ſubject to all his friends. N 
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CHAP. IV. 


— 


Is another week Douglas was allowed to 


take ſhort airings, but did not gain ſtrength 


ſo faſt as the Faculty and his friends ex- 


pected ;—a ſort of languor ſeemed to hang 
about him; the family did not like to ac- 
knowledge among themſelves, though each 


ſecretly dreaded it was the precurſor of a de- 
cline, which was no uncommon thing after 
ſuch wounds. 1 


Lady Iſabella ſhuddered at the idea, and 


frequently queſtioned his medical attendants 
upon the ſubject, who were unanimous in 


adviſing the uſe of the Briſtol waters as ſoon 


as 


1 


WW 
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as Mr. Douglas was able to travel; and aſ- 


ſured her Ladyſhip that his excellent tem- 


per and natural gaiety would prevent his 
late illneſs from degenerating into a con- 
b Me | 


All his friends tried to appear. gay ls 


preſence; the Count's approaching nuptials 


afforded them infinite amuſement, as the old 


gentleman was the firſt to laugh at his cou- 


rage, conſidering his age. Douglas. adviſed 

him to puſh. his good fortune, that he. might =p 
wiſh him joy. betore he left town The 
Count, in reply, informed him he did not 


chuſe to appear too impatient, as he meant 


to be an * huſband. 


They were talking in this fs a. few 


days previous to the one which had been 


fixed upon by the Faculty for their patient's. 
departure for the Hot-Wells, when a letter 
was brought to Douglas, who instant © ex 
claimed 


C 5. From 
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4 From the Earl of Fitzcarry, I pro- 


| teſt ! We ſhall become ſworn friends in 


time; 
the uſual party, he read aloud :- — 


e ro THE HON. GEORGE | DOUGLAS. 
in, | 


« It almoſt requires a greater effort of 


courage to addreſs you, after what has paſſ- 
ed, than it did to meet you in Hyde Park, 


_ eſpecially when I remember the generous 


treatment I have ſo lately experienced at 
your hands.—lI am, and always was a d 


of a previous acquaintance with you, I would 
have ſhot myſelf before I would have level- 
led a piſtol at your head ;” not a bad Iriſh 


blunder, obſeryed Douglas, interrupting 


himſelf, —* Thank Heaven, I have not your 
death to anſwer for !—My poor wife has 
fretted herſelf ill during my confinement, — 

TI wiſh very much to get into the country, 


but theſe ſurgeons won t let me ſtir yet — 


. | l be- 


and as there was no one preſent but 


. 
| _ unlucky fellow! but had I had the honour 
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believe I have retarded my own cure; to | 
be ſure I ſhall be a fine figure when I am al- 
lowed to ſhew my face — Upon my ſoul I 
fincerely pity my wife; for, to be honeſt 
with you, Sir, I am afraid there was not 
much love on either fide—and I think her's, . 
now, not likely to increaſe !—But I ſwear I. 
will make every thing as agreeable to her as 
I. can, that you may have the ſatisfaction to 
know that you did not expoſe your life to 
fave her from miſery, in a hopeleſs cauſe ;. 
but I was hard preſſed by ſome clamorous 
creditors, or I ſhould not have become deſ 
perate,—Gaming is the devil—and may he 
take the remains of me, if ever I loſe five- 
guineas again !—T know I ought to be hang-- 
ed for what I have done. Repentance is 
come too late, but it is not too late to 
mend l But why I trouble you, Sir, with 
my. late 'refle&tions, I don't know. —T fat 
down to aſk a favour—d——d*aflurance I 
know . I did not admire you as I do, I 
would not have aſked 1t—T would have gone 
to o priſon firſt !—But if you would allow Lady 
e6::, . Fitzearryt: 
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— 


F itzcarryl to draw for her next len 
allowance before we go into the country, u 
you would conſiderably add to the obligation 
you have already conferred upon us. 
I have the honour to be 
ce Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
5 FITZCARRYL. 5 


RD R mo__ 


What a curious character this man 
ſeems to be!” ſaid Douglas; © what a gen- 
tle letter Well, he really ſeems to poſſeſs 
a good heart, and J pity him from the bot- 
tom of my ſoul !—I will anſwer his letter 
immediately.” | 

Do you think ſuch a man will ever re- 

wh * aſked the Duke. | 

Upon my honour I do, my dear Sir,“ 
replied Douglas; * there is an honeſty in 
his rough language which prejudices me in 
his favour; the money he aſks for is evi- 
. dently to pay his debts he can't ſpend it 
any other way juſt now. He either ſeriouſly 
means to reform, or he 1 Is the greateſt raſcal 
1 


urs 
1 | 


| OY) e ſaying— 
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under the ſan !—There 1 is no medium look 
upon it in the preſent caſe,” 


The Count wiſhed: his repentance. 


might be ſincere, obſerving, «He has had 
time for reflection, and to form reſolutions. 


he may be inclined to keep; ; at. all events, 
he won't have more than balf the merit. of, 
reformation.” 


Douglas laughed, and retired into his 


dreſſing- room to anſwer his letter, which he 


immediately diſpatched by his valet, who 
ſoon returned to the ſaloon to deliver the 


— 


% There was company with bis Lordſhip 


when I was ſhewn into his room, Sir; his 
ſervant not being in the way, a waiter led 


me up ſtairs, and I preſented him with the 


letter, telling him whom TI came from ; and 
the moment he opened it, having deſired me 


to ſtop. till he ſaw whether it required any 
anſwer, he exclaimed “ Five thouſand 
5 | pounds 
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pounds for my preſent neceſſities, and an 
order to draw for the half- year whenever I 
chuſe By Jaſus, this is encouraging vice! 
—Give my reſpects to your maſter, young 
man, and tell him that I would not mind 
loſing my other limb, and walking upon 
my ſtumps into Groſvenor Square, to thank 
him, if I. were certain of being half ſo good 
as himſelf when I came thither. No one elſe 
would have had the aſſurance to have re- 
queſted this fayour | But Mr. Douglas is: 
like me, a few years ago, in point of gene- 


roſity but he has money and prudence :— 


_ T lent, and gave, and played, and fooled 


away a large fortune, and now all thoſe I 
have obliged, would ſce me ſtarve ! by Jaſus 


they would, for I have tried ſome of them. 


And here is a noble fellow, whom, God for- 


give me! I tried to ſend into the other 


world, who rewards and kills me with his 


kindneſs '—The tears guſhed down his face 
as he ſpoke, and finding, Sir, he had no 


farther commands for me, I left the room, 
8 and 


and 


had 
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and thought it my duty to . "ng 
bad paſſed.” 

«* You have done very right,” ſaid: 
Douglas, more than repaid for his genero- 
fity ;—and as ſoon as the ſervant withdrew, 
the Count acknowledged there muſt be ſome 
good qualities in a man, who could fo 
ſtrongly feel the obligation conferred upon 
bim; while the Duke, Elton, and Lady 
Iſabella rejoiced in this freſh proof of the 
excellence of Douglas's diſpoſition, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Ar the appointed time, that is about the 
middle of Auguſt, Douglas, Lady Iſabella, | 
Mrs. Macpherſon, Sir Charles, the Duke, 


and Mr. Elton, ſet out for the Hot-Wells; 
it having been previouſly agreed that they 
ſhould take up their abode at Clifton for 


the firſt month, to be nearer the Wells, and 


then ſpend a fortnight at Mr. Elton's newly 
purchaſed ſeat in that vicinity. 


They travelled with their own horſes, as 
the phyſicians had recommended proceeding 


buy ealy ſtages, to the place of their deſtina- 


tion; and determined, before they left 
5 C : . | . | town, 
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town, to ſleep the firſt night at Maidenhead 


Bridge. A ſervant was accordingly ſent for- 


ward to inform the inn- -keeper of their in- 
tentions, and to order dinner for fix o'clock. 


Douglas bore his journey tolerably well, 


3 and reaching Maidenhead ſoon after five, 
they were immediately ſhewn into the beſt 


apartment the houſe afforded ; which an- 
other company had been forced, ſorely againſt 
their will, to give up, upon the arrival of the 


courier to make way for theſe great folks. 


'This the landlord choſe to mention, as a 
proof of his wiſh to ,accommodate the Duke 
of Durham, who, preſuming they were 
chance cuſtomers, thought the man had 
merely acted with proper reſpect, and a due 
regard to his own intereſt. _ 


As the day was remarkably warm, they 
ſeated themſelves near the windows which 
overlooked the road, to enjoy a cool breeze 
that aroſe from the water; and had hardly 
taken their places, before two ladies and 

: 5 two 
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two gentlemen choſe to take their! 8 direct 
oppoſite, and to have a full ſtare into the 
room before they moved from the ſpot.— 


A waiter, buſied in decorating the ſide- 5 


| board, id 5 * 


That is the party who were in poſſeſ- : 
fion of this room before your Grace's ſer⸗ 


vant arrived.“ 
„Well, Iam ſorry they were deranged,” ” 
aid the Duke, “though I can't conceive 


that to be any extenuation . their Preſent 


rudeneſs,” 


Bot theſe polite people having underſtood 


whom they had made way for, were anxious: 
to ſee Mr. Douglas, whoſe duel had made 


ſuch a noiſe in both the great and little: 
world; and for this purpoſe had placed them- 


ſelves as already mentioned..—The firſt lady 


was between fifty and ſixty, very ſhort and 


ſtout, and the pimples, which embelliſhed 


her large plump face, had acquired an addi- 


tional nts, or rather purple hue, from 
' having 


5 A 
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having juſt riſen from dinner; whether a 


ſort of roll in her gait, aroſe from her having 


made rather too free with the bottle, or 
from any latent cauſe, the company _— 
the room could not decide. 

As each party were making their obſer= 
vations upon the other, a remark Douglas 
made while this portly - matron was ſtaring 
particularly at him, excited a general ſmile, 
which by no means pleaſed her, as ſhe readily 
gueſſed ſhe was the occaſion of their mirth; 
therefore, ſetting her two brawny arms to 
her immenſe hips, ſhe wheeled round, ſay- 
ing ſomething not diſtinctly underſtood ; 
but it was pretty evident that ſhe was not 
much more pleaſed by the behaviour of 
thele great folks than, they were edified by 
ber politeneſs.— She was adorned in a foreſt 
brocaded filk gown and petticoat, whicti re- 
minded Elton of his grandmother's wed- 
ding-ſuit, which he had often heard her 
extol, as being the richeſt ſilk that ever was 
| made. | 


The 


N 
4 ; ; Fes * . f e 
) R POR We n * r 99S. * a +) n 2 0 * ** Caray me» N Ng 
= . - — 5 ba ee 2 . n Nn l 4 , r = 7 0 * 2 * A n e WHIT; e 1 4 >. * * 3 , , PROT 
* : 8 "oy, * 5 LE n 30” R 8 e — r * r e e . , or RE x = R 23 7 mnt ebay rey OE 
\ Ns bo #8 . NN — Nene 22 „ IST A . ai , 9 8 r r ene 4 ct; oe ES AE r 3 8 2 x ere n ads Ce > * — 
. ͤ ͤ . 1K . ̃² 11 ˙¾‚⅛ enet cry n e * W n e Ws A I 7 NT n 8 1 88 
L inn „ 0... 2 4% *. - - 1 1 *., ng] , \ n a 


4 
AXE It aA” 4 2 . % 
Was err nc oo apart in 


- * — . 
8 


r 


4 x 
r 


* * 9 
D 
y 


+ 
i 

i 

” 

5 

- 

f 

. 

£ 


„„ HARCOURT. 


The ſecond. lady bore ſo ſtrong a ane 


blance to the fiiſt, in point of figure and 
features, though not more than five-a 


twenty, that it might be eaſily gueſſed ſhe 


Was her daughter; this one was in white, 


even to her ſhoes. A ſtout fat man, huſ- 


band to the firſt, and father to the ſecond, 


was not able to walk quite ſo ſtraight as his 


better half;—and the laſt and leaſt of the 
party was a ſharp-noſed, thin, little man, 


about five-and-thirty, who kept winking a | 
pair of very ſmall eyes, and every now and 


then taking an under leer at Lady Labella 
in particular, 


; Having walked backwards and forwards 


two or three times, and made the beſt uſe 
they could of their eyes, they aſſembled in 


a group to communicate their different 


opinions. 


« Well, dame,” cried the elderly. man, 


« are you ſatisfied now ?—Do you think 
this hight worth our riſing from our bottles?” 
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< J ſee nothing to be admired in none of 
them,“ replied the matron, ſorely galled to 


fancy ſhe had diverted the party ſhe was in | 


fuch haſte to ſcrutinize. 


% Why, as to the gentlemen, I ſee no- 
thing extraordinary in none of them,“ re- 


joined the firſt ſpeaker; Mr. Douglas may 


be a ſmartiſh young buck if he was well ;—- 
but as for the ladies, I do ſay the young one 
in the ſtraw hat, is a delicate morſel ! —ha, 
ſon Barret !” 


The little man licked bis lips, took an- 
other en then faid— 


« Faith, ſhe is a perfect Wenns !” 

« What "nonſenſe are you putting into 
folks' heads, Mr. Jenkins?“ cried the matron, 
„like people at your time of life talking of 
Dane e at home! The 


As the other party overheard every thing 
that paſſed, it was impoſſible for any of 
them to look ſerious, The young lady, 


anxious 
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anxious to prevent a quarrel between the 
old folks, ſaid— | | 


„J wonder if tha 18 Mr. Douglas“ | 


Lady.” 
No,“ refed the mother, 1 7 dare lay 
it is Mr. Douglas' s wife.“ | 

« Bleſs me, Ma'am, how * you are | 
retorted the daughter; you take one up 
before one is down!“ 


« Don't you ſee how they are all grinning 
at ps, child ?” rejoined the mother. Aye, 
if I had had my will, they ſhould not have 
turned us out of our room ;—to laugh at us 


too, forſooth Our money is as good as any 
Dukes or Lords in the land—and let me tell 
you, Mr. Jenkins, you did not ſhew a "=. 


per ſpirit.” 


Come, come, ai you na tis my. 
rule to live, and let live; but let us go in, 


for they can hear every word we ſay.” | 
What care I!” replied his deary, „we 


ſhall get nothing by them ;—and ſure a 


body may ſpeak their mind. No Duke, 
5 | „„ 


152 


» Gy 9 2 


2 4 INE 1 N * 
W 1 


— 


HARCOU Rr. 1 47 g 
vor Lord Wiler ſhall hinder me from taking 
my pleaſure, and doing and ſaying what I 1 
pleaſe 1” ?“ : 

„Well, only come along, dame,” lead- | 
Ing the way himſelf ; „if we are not gainers, | E 1 
the landlord wil and we ſhan't be the bet- 9 


ter for affronting them — tis well enough 
to have a friend at Court now and then 
an't it, ſon Barret?“ | 

« To be ſure, Sir,” replied the little man, 
following his ſteps. The young lady caught 
hold of his arm ; the old one was therefore 
left alone, but ſoon put herſelf in motion, to 
the no ſmall diverfion of Douglas and his 
party, who ſaw no more of them till after they 
had dined, when they again paſſed the win- 
dows while they were drinking their coffee, 
upon their return from the walk they had 
been taking ; and thus diſcovered that they 
meant, like themſelves, to ſtop all night. 
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As Douglas ſeemed rather fatigued, he 
was prevailed upon to retire about nine 
o'clock ; but not finding himſelf at all in- 

clined 
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„ | 5 HARCOURT. . 
clined to fleep, he made his friends promiſe 
to wiſh him 9 as * when "oP went to 

reſt, | | 


Between eleven and twelve the houſe be- 


gan to be very quiet, Lady Iſabella obſerved, 
and was the firſt to lead the way, attended 
by Mrs. Macpherſon, adviſing the gentle- 
men not to fit long after her, as the ſooner 
Douglas was left alone, the better; 
not mean to op half a minute with him. 


5 within the half hour, they 


Tang for their valets, and were preceded by 
them into a long paſſage, with which moſt 
of the. chambers upon the firſt floor com- 
municated. Douglas's room was at the far- 


ther end, and thither they proceeded, while. 


| their ſervants waited their return in their 
reſpective apartments. As Douglas chanced 
to lie very quiet when they entered, Elton 
was the firſt to turn upon his heel; 
companions were going to follow him in 


filence, if 9 * not called out. 
00 I 


ſhe did 


and his 
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« Tam ſure we have waked you,” ſaid the 
old gentleman. which I am very ſorry oy 
—ſo good night—try to go to ſleep again,” 
leaving the room, followed by Sir Charles, 
who juſt repeated the word good- night. 


The Duke being neareſt the bed, and 


ſeeing his nephew put by the curtain, ſtep- 
ped behind, while the other gentlemen open- 
ed what they thought Elton's room door. 
There was a candle ſtanding upon the dreſſ- 
ing- table, towards which they advanced, pre- 
ſuming his valet had gone down ſtairs again 
in ſearch of ſomething, when a voice, which 


iſſued from the bed, convinced them they 


had made a miſtake, and Sir Charles ſaid 
there were two doors cloſe together. Elton 
ſmiled, and they were retreating in ſilence, 
when their attention was arreſted by the fol- 
lowing exclamation:— — 


ce Oh! you drunken ſot chat you are 
come at laſt.— I dare ſay you have let all the 
folks in the houſe know what has been 
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going forward. To think of ſtaying and 


making your ſon-in-law drunk on his wed- 2 
| ding night you might be aſhamed of your- 1 
ſelf, Mr. Jenkins ;—a fine beaſt indeed to x 
go to bed to a young creature — Here have . 
J been in bed this half hour!“ 8 
Elton's droll looks made the Baronet burt be 

into a laugh; nor could he refrain from fol- 
lowing his example, though they tried to 8 . 
ſmother their mirth, and were going to re- ” 
* tire, when they were ſaluted by a great - 
many more opprobrious epithets: drunken 3 
coul, ſtupid aſs, &c. &c.” Hearing two by 
voices, the gentle matron took fire once 7 
mere, ſuppoſing: her ſon-iatlaw bad .accam- i - © 
5 : | . hac 
panied his papa into his bed-room— this was - die 

a freſh affront. 

ver 
5 33 

* Ah! fine work indeed, to be obliged 
to be led up to bed! - for ſhame, Mr. f 
/ Jenkins I—Oh I dare ſay all the houſe Pri 
has been told that your daughter was mar- ky ; 
ried to-day !—Gads my life! I wonder we = 


han't 


7 
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han't had the rough muſic Go to bed, 


Mr. Barret, I deſire don't ſtand laughing 
here.—I hope in God you don't make a 
practice of getting drunk in this manner! 
J ſaw how it was with you both before I left 
the room. Oh my poor child, God 11 
her !—to have a drunken man? © 


The bY 16 what followed, as, un- 


able any longer to keep their laughter within 


any bounds, they made good their retreat, 
and haſtened into the Baronet's chamber, 


which was exactly oppoſite, to have their 


laugh out. But during their mirth, behold 
the bridegroom and his papa arrived. They 


had not ſhut the door after them, as Elton 


did not mean to ſtop, ſo ſaw them take a 


very tender leave of each other at dad's 


— 


door. 


46 I. think I knows my way, ſaid the 
bridegroom,” who was very tipſy as well as 


his papa, as the old lady had foreſeen ;, but 
while they were ſhaking hands, and the father 
- 4 beſtowing 
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beſtowing his benediction upon his ſon-in- 


law, the door was opened by the enraged 
lady, within, ers 153 


1 605 What, you won't come to bed, you 
drunken beaſt !—aye, do ſtand chattering 


there all night. Mr. Barret, you ought to 


| know better do you think you ſhould have 


had my Nancy, if I had known what a 
drunken fot you were ? Let me tell you, 


Sir, ſhe ſhan't be ill treated. I knows what's 


what as well as other folks—don't think I 
am to be made game on, pray !—I an't fond 
of ſuch dirty behaviour—I am a gentlewo- 
man, Sir, I would have you to know.” 

„ Egad, fon,” cried the old man, I 
verily believe my dame is drunk !—Ha !” 


beginning to laugh, but his mirth was of 


. ſhort duration; the old lady ſeized her 
deary, pulled him into the room, and locked 
the door; while the bridegroom, hearing 
Sir Charles's ſhouts of mirth, * into 
his room, ſaying— 


«© Damme, 


HARCOURT: „ 


« Damme, my wife ſhan't ſerve me ſo 


though!“ and retired, juſt as the Duke 


came out of Douglas's room to know the 


occaſion of the Baronet's laughter, which 


they had both overheard ; and, by his deſire, 
Sir Charles and Elton went to give Douglas 
an account of their miſtake, which made 


him laugh ſo heartily, that, for fear of en- 


dangering his health, they ſoon left him, 


and retired highly amuſed by the recent 
matrimonial ſcene. iy Et 
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Tre night's adventures ſerved. them for 
converſation during breakfaſt, and they left 
Maidenhead without ſeeing any more of the 
party, who had afforded them no ſmall 1 
amuſement. In excellent ſpirits they pur- even 
ſued their journey to Reading, where they ſcrit 


meant to dine. Douglas declared he already cure 

felt benefit from the change of air, and his re- like 

turning colour gave ſtrength to his affirma · inde 

tion, and revived. the wonted vivacity of cale 

Lady Iſabella. | 5 5 ſuc 

8 ws den 
They arrived at the Brown Bear, the inn 


the Duke always uſed, at two o'clock, 
| and 


HARCOURT; 3 
and walked about the town for more than 
an hour, not intending to go forward till 
the cool of the evening, and ſat down to 
dinner about half paſt three. After eating a 
very hearty meal, juſt as the cloth was going 
to be taken away, the Duke of Durham ex- 
claimed Good God!“ - took a glaſs of 
wine that ſtood poured out before him, 
raiſed it to his lips, but had ſcarce ſwallowed 
a drop ere the glaſs fell from his hand, and 
he inſtantly expired, before any one was 
conſcious of his being ill! 


\ The confuſion and alarm ſuch a dreadful 
event occaſioned, would be difficult to de- 
ſcribe. Medical aſſiſtance was inſtantly pro- 
cured, but all in vain, though every method 
likely to reſtore him was put in practice; 
indeed, as the phyſicians obſerved, in ſuch 
caſes they were very ſeldom attended with 
ſucceſs, as they attributed his Grace's ſud- 
den death to an attack of apoplexy. 
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This afforded but little ſatisfaction to his 
ſurviving friends. His ſucceſſor in particu- 
lar, lamented his untimely fate with the 
moſt heartfe]t ſorrow ;—by his defire Mr. 
Elton gave every neceſſary direction for the 
moment, and diſpatched an expreſs to Lon- 
don for Mr. Oſwald and his Grace's ſteward ; 
they arrived at Reading early the next morn- 
ing with the Duke's will, &c. and received 
the orders of his heir. | 


| a 


— N — * * N + 


The wil was of a very recent date, and 
conſtituted the preſent Duke his ſole heir 
and ſole executor. © He accordingly, by 
the advice of Mr. Elton, gave every pro- 
per order for the corpſe being tranſmitted to 
the family vault in Scotland, and every other 
direction his adviſer thought of moment; 
and then, with a heavy heart, he purſued 
his journey to Clifton, which they reached 
on the ſecond day after their departure from 
Reading, and found a very good houſe en- 


. gaged, and ready for their reception, which 


; commanded a fine view of St, Vincent's 
Rock, 


han . 


„ Al 
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Rock, the adjacent Somerſet hills, and the 


Briſtol Channel, 


Mr. Elton was entreated to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of the apartment which had been allot- 


ted for the Duke; but he politely declined 


the offer in favour of Sir Charles, who muſt 
otherwiſe have been accommodated with a 
lodging in the neighbourhood : though the 
worthy man promiſed to ſpend great part of 
his time with his beloved children, as he 
always ſtyled the Duke and Ducheſs, who 
in return ever addreſſed him as their grand- 
father. 


Notwithſtanding the cauſe which had 
brought his Grace to the Hot-Wells, he 


declined going to the Pump Room till after 


his uncle was buried; during that period 
the waters were brought home to him, though 
not allowed to be equally efficacious as when 
drank at the Wells: nor did he of courſe 
even viſit Elton, who indeed ſpent his days 


at Clifton. However, from the time he 


Dy -: frequented 


— 
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a 


great benefit from the waters, and the ſalu- 
brious air he breathed in his morning's air- 
ings upon the neighbouring downs. 


Mir. Elton's houſe was ſituated in an ad- 


jacent village, and was both ſpacious and 


convenient; it commanded an extenſive pro- 
ſpect, and flood in a very good neighbour- 
hood. Thither the Duke, Ducheſs, and 
Sir Charles often bent their ſteps, and, with 


the good old man, viſited every thing worthy 


notice in his environs, particularly a beau- 


tiful ſeat of the Earl of Valmont's, which 


met with general admiration, on account of 


its pictureſque and romantic ſituation. His 
Lordſhip had never yet reſided at it, but was 


expected to ſpend the ſhooting ſeaſon there, 
as Elton had been informed. „% 


Thus glided away the firſt month of their 
reſidence at Clifton, at the expiration of 


which the Duke and Ducheſs had at firſt in- 


tended to become Elton's gueſts; but owing 
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to the unexpected event, which prevented 


his Grace from drinking the waters in per- 


fection for the firſt fortnight, they agreed to 


ſpend another month at Clifton. 


Y 


On the morning after they had formed 
this reſolution, the Ducheſs accompanied” 
her huſband, as ſhe frequently did, to the 


Pump Room; where each met: with no (mall 


ſhare of. general admiration The beautiful 


and youthful Iſabella frequently bluſhed at 
the involuntary tribute paid by every eye ; 
her being in mourning was a terrible morti- 
ficat ion to many faſhionable ladies, who had 
not been in London for ſome time. 


On the above-mentioned morning, as they 
were making their retreat from the crowd, 
their progreſs was impeded by a chair ſtop- 
ping to ſet down an invalid cloſe by them; 
but what was their joint ſurpriſe to perceive 
it to be the Earl of Fitzcarryl, attended by 
his unfortunate, though imprudent Coun- 
teſs !—The Duke was really ſtartled when 
'D6 he 
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__ | HARCOURT, 
he obſerved the aſtoniſhing change ſo ſhort 
a time had made i in two faces, ſo familiar to 
his recollection. 8 


12 Good Heavens Dp ſaid the Ducheſs, in 
a whiſper, don't my eyes deceive me!“ 


« I almoſt wiſh they did, my love,” re- 


plied the Duke, with a figh ; © who can be- 
hold them, and not confign the paſt to ob- 
 livion?—Their failings are certainly can- 
celled by their pet and preſent ſuffer. 
ings! 


As they ſtood, they were not perceived 


till the people made way for the Earl, who 


emerged from his chair ſupported by a pair 
of crutches, and making the moſt horrid 
faces; one of the chairmen having, in his 
haſte to aſſiſt him, touched ſome tender 
part, and got a moſt hearty curſe for his of- 
ficiouſneſs. The Counteſs requeſted that 


he would not be fo paſſionate, and allow her 


to ſupport him till he could Pace his MCLE 
right, h 
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Whether ſhe was actuated by love or fear, 


neither the Duke nor Ducheſs could decide ; ; 


they hoped, for both their OR by the 
former. 


The moment they began to move for- 


ward, they caught the Duke's eyes upon 
them, which deprived their countenances 
of their ſmall remains of colour; but the 
Earl, from having been a fine, tall, manly 


figure, and as remarkable for his intrepid 
handſome countenance, as for the juſt pro- 


portion of his well-turned limbs, now 


appeared ſeveral inches ſhorter, ſtooped of 


courſe very much in his gait, and ſeemed 


ready to ſlip through the clothes he wore ; 
his eyes were ſunk in his head, an! every 
other feature had participated in the ſad al- 
teration, which two deep ſcars had not a 
little contributed to occaſion. 


It was ſeveral ſeconds before either at- 
tempted to proceed, till the Earl, perceiving 
all eyes were upon them, and conſcious of 
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the ſtrange appearance they made, began to T 
hobble forward till he came cloſe to the his e 
Duke and Ducheſs;—he then ſtopped, . and only 
looking at the former, bowed very reſpect- as W 
fully ; his Grace returned the compliment, The 
and as his expreſſive countenance was ever vou 
the index of his feelings, his looks convinced | TOUT 
the Earl how much he was ſhocked, and Duc 
could he have proceeded, would have gone | as 
forward: but no-one broke the way except quir 
for the invalid, who in putting on his hat ed 1 
again, unaccuſtomed to his ſupporters, let nam 
one of them ſlip, and muſt have fallen if the at I 
Duke had not inſtantly caught hold of him ; : Brif 
— his Lordſhip no ſooner eee himſelf, Her 
than he ſaid— | inde 
2X and 
i: Ten thouſands thanks, your Grace ;— ſiler 

though it was no matter had l broke my neck 1 
Was there ever ſuch a poor, helpleſs, mi- cM 
ſerable devil as myſelf, or one ls Ong the 
any _ s pity 2” whe 
to a 
This Lor 
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This ſort of public acknowledgment of 
his errors was felt by the Duke, though he 
only bowed the ſecond time, and made way, 


as well as he could, for the Earl to. paſs.— 


The Counteſs had fallen behind, and endea- 
voured to eſcape obſervation among the ſur- 


rounding crowd; but the moment the 


Ducheſs got near enough, ſhe addreſſed her 


| as an old acquaintance, and tenderly en- 
quired after her health. The Duke follow- 
ed her example, calling her by the familiar 
name of Albertine, and expreſſing his regret 
at her altered looks, and his hopes that the 
Briſtol waters would prove of ſervice to her. 
Her Ladyſhip merely curtfied her thanks; 
indeed ſ uppreſſed tears choaked her utterance, 


and forced her to follow her helpleſs Lord in 


file: Ce. 4 


The Duke and Ducheſs had not reached 


the outer- door before they met Sir Charles, 
whom they had left upon the parade talking 


to a friend, and inſtantly aſked if he had ſeen 


Lord and Lady Fitzcarryl? 
75 | | _ No,” 
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60 No, ” he replied ; but underſtanding 


| they were within, he haſtened forward to ſee 

them, and reached the Pump Room juſt as 

the Earl was going to ſwallow his firſt draught, 

but ſtopped upon the Baronet' 8 approach, 
ſaying— 


« Tam happy to ſhe: you, Sir Charles 
and am till more pleaſed to have ſeen your 
noble friend look ſo well.” 
e ] wiſh I could return the compliment, 
my Lord,” he Ny 6s but ſeriouſly how 
are you?“ 
e Taith; I hardly know; ; —heartily ck of 
my life, and wiſhing I could poiſon myſelf 
with theſe filthy waters !—ls the Duke out 
of danger ?—T heard that it was feared. he 
was going into a- decline.“ 

We hope not, my Lord; aud, con- 
ſidering all things, he is ſurpriſingly reco- 
vered, and has mended very faſt ſince he has 

drank theſe waters.” 

Would to God I had been hanged be- 
fore I had ever endangered the brave fellow's 
life | 


A of ay tor! po. a” OA 


AR GM 1 


2 


HARCOURT. : 65 
life —1 Nittle expected to meet li here, or 


by Jaſus I would not have ſhewn him ſuch 


a frightful object. e juſt now ſaved me 
from a fall, inſtead of letting me break 


my neck, as he ought to have done! 
Zounds and blood, I ſaw he pitied me, which 
 wrung my very ſoul ! And that beautiful 


woman, whom 1 readily gueſſed was his 
wife, though I never. had the advantage of 
ſecing her before, how ſhe muſt deteſt me 


Il am ſure I frightened her |—But ſhe muſt 


be convinced, however I may be inclined, 
I ſhan't be able to do any more miſchief.— 
Did you ever in your life ſee ſuch a poor 
ſtumping cripple ?—1 can't think what I al- 


lowed myſelf to be dragged here for. I am 
- ſure ſuch beings as myſelf are better out of the 
world.—T hardly know what the devil ailed 


me when I ſaw the Duke—TI never was afraid 
of a man in my life before ; but I have heard 
it afſerted that we always either fear or hate 


thoſe we have injured. Now I will be ſworn - 


I don't hate the Duke of Durham ; nor do 


I think there is a man in the world that I 


have 


IBF 8 8 1 te gn. 


* 
5 Wa. TN — N. — 
r -¾oU nn — 2 ne Ss 


. " _ * , 8 ante 0a pk — 8 
mer nat e eee ee e eee eee eee e 


2. ͤ ͤ v 


A 
7 
#1 


| 66 | HARCOURT:. 


have ſo high an efteem for; TY for the life 

and foul of me, I could not help trembling 
in his preſence, which certainly aroſe from 
the conviction that I had injured him. 
Had I truſted to bis generoſity, inſtead of 


calling him into the field,. he would have 
done us both juſtice—he has me as it is! 


So here goes my ſecond bumper, and, if it 
pleafes God to forgive me, may it be the laſt 


drop I ever drink Poiſon can't be worſe,” 
his Lordſhip proceeded when he had drank. 


his glaſs; © but J am afraid it won't do my 


buſineſs, either one way or the other ;—at 


all events it won't make me a ſound: man.— 
Here, child, where are you ?” calling out to 


- his wife, who again kept behind, in hopes 
of eſcaping the Baronet's notice; © why 


don't you aſk Sir Charles how he does ?— 
Come and drink a glafs of this fine cordial ;. 


you want it more than I do. My poor little 
girl, Sir Charles, only cries: and frets per- 
| umz, and well ſhe may. when ſhe looks at 
me.“ ö | 


The. 
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[ 

T he Counteſs merely b as before, 
in return for the Baronet's polite enquiries; 


apd, as if ſhe wiſhed to avoid ſpeaking to 
him, turned her back, and took a glaſs of 


water ;. the Baronet therefore made his part 
ing bow. 


— 


- 


5 If; you. will call upon us during our 
ſtay, Sir Charles, it will be an act of cha- 
rity we lodge at No. 3. Princes Build- 
ings.” 

« I will do myſelf that pleaſure,” replies 
the Baronet, ſurpriſed to find that they were: 
almoſt next door neighbours ; he then hurried: 
after the Duke and Ducheſs, who were walk- 
ing up and down the- parade, anxious to hear 
Sir Charles's opinion of the unfortunate 7 
couple, and if any thing had paſſed between 1 
him and them. He repeated what the Earl 
had ſaid, wholly regardleſs of the numerous 
by-ſtanders; and declared he believed his 
misfortune had worked a thorough reforma- 
tion in his way of thinking. 
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75 The Duke was of the ſame opinion, 5 


aſked if he had addreſſed Her Ladyſhip. | 


Don't ſhe look ſhockingly, Sir Charles?” 
faid the Ducheſs.—* I don't pity her buſ- 


band half ſo much.” 
« She never ſpoke,” replied the Baronet ; 
« and I think I never ſaw ſuch an alteration 
in 2 young perſon in ſo ſhort a time :—ſhe 
Poſitively looks as much in the laſt ſtage of a 
decline, as any of the moſt emaciated in- 
valids I have ſeen at the Wells.” 
Indeed ſhe does,” rejoined the Ducheſs; ; 
66 have heard grief often brings on that 
dreadful complaint. Perhaps a thorough 
reconciliation with her friends might effect 
her cure. I am ſure you have long fince 
forgiven her, your Grace, and ſo have I; ſup- 
Poſe we renew our former acquaintance _ 
She certainly poſſeſſes a very feeling heart, 
and the ſociety of real friends may remove 


the ſorrow that doubtleſs preys upon her 
mind, and muſt be very injurious to her 


health, <2 _ ED, 


The 
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The Duke approved of the propoſal; it 
Was therefore agreed that Sir Charles ſhould 
immediately wait upon her Ladyſhip, and 
inform her of the Ducheſs's wiſhes and in- 
tentions; who alſo offered, if. Albertine de- 


ſired it, to become the mediatrix between 
her and her mother, whoſe approaching mar- 


riage with the Count muſt prove a ſevere 
mortificat ion to the daughter, knowing that 


her own imprudence and evident want of 


duty, not to ſay regard, towards Madame de 


LEpinois, had . it about. 


The Baronet ſoon went upon his benevo- 
lent errand, and returned in leſs than an 


hour, declaring his Lordſhip had raiſed him- 


ſelf very much in his eſteety. 


He was unbounded in his praiſes of the 


Duke, ſwore he would give his other leg to 


be half as good; he would alter his courſe 
of life he was determined ; he did not mean 


to deprive the Counteſs of any of thoſe 
pleaſures ſne had ſo great a right to enjoy, 
 _— | 
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though he could no longer partake of them. 


They were both taken in, but that would 


not alter his preſent intentions: the Counteſs 


wanted a title, and he was d — d poor; 


4 
* 


the fancied ſhe was independent, and he be- 


leved ſhe really was ſo. They were now 
puniſhed ; but the Duke had allowed him 
time for repentance, and as total a change 
there ſhould be in his conduct, as there had 
been in his figure; he was juſt brought to a 


ſenſe of his duty in this world. In four or 


five years he ſhould be able to bring matters 


round again; that in caſe they had any chil- 


dren they ſhould not have reaſon to curſẽ him. 


In this ſtrain he ran on for ſome time, 


and ſeemed very much in earneſt, the Ba- 


ronet thought, and really to have poſſeſſed 
excellent principles, which even his former 
diſſipated, vicious life had not been able en- 
tirely to pervert ; but he particularly wiſhed 


Sir Charles to talk to his wife, whom he pro- 
teſted he meant to make as happy as it was 
in the power of ſuch a miſerable devil as 


himſelf 
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nta to make a handſome N Ab- 
man! 8 


The Baronet readily undertook the taſk, 
and began by delivering the Ducheſs's kind 
meſſage. She ſeemed very indifferent about 

ſeeing her, or any of her other friends again; 
indeed acknowledged ſhe did not wiſh it. 
She knew both the Duke and Ducheſs muſt 
deſpiſe her, and ſhe deſerved their hatred ; 
but, thank God, her troubles in this world 
would ſoon ceaſe. Had the Duke been 
killed, ſhe would not have ſurvived him 
half.an hour! 


«© Such a compliment would have been 
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: paid with more propriety to her huſband,” 
: obſerved his Grace. 

« So thought 1,” ein Sir Charles; 
d « however, I made uſe of all the arguments 


I was maſter of, to make her ſenſible of the 
crime ſhe ſeems determined to commit; for 


g ſhe is evidently trying all in her power to kill 
. . herſelf But ſhe alone ſhould anſwer for her 


c BE 
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ſins, was all the reply ſhe choſe to make 
: me. ” 


— 


and the worthy Elton, who was as uſual 


come to pay them his daily viſit, ſaid, I 


ſhould ſuppoſe the Earl wiſhes to preſerve 


her life, if poſſible; becauſe his whole de- 


pendance reſts upon her, which may induce 
him to treat her with more tenderneſs than 
were the caſe reverſed.“ 


Well, let us hope that his arguments 
and polite treatment may be more efficacious 

than our wiſhes,” ſaid the Ducheſs ; © for, as 

. ſhe ſeems averſe to ſeeing us, we muſt leave 


her to her own reflections.” 


«© Undoubtedly,” obſerved the Duke ; ; 
&« a ſhort time may reconcile her to the ap- 
pearance of her Lord, and upon her regard 


for him greatly depends her telicity, and of 


courſe her ee 155 


CHAßp. 


This account of her looks and ſentiments 
really ſhocked both the Duke and Ducheſs; 
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From this time the Earl and Counteſs 
always waited the Duke's return from the 


Pump Room before they ſet out to take 


> 


their draught, by her Ladyſhip's defirez and 
the Earl did not wiſh (he told Sir Charles, 


who frequently called upon them), the Duke 
ſhould have the misfortune to ſee his fright- 


ful figure when he went to take his morn- 


ing's draught, and never failed to expreſs 


his ſatisfaction on ſeeing his Grace fo much 


better than himſelf in | every ſenſe of the 5 


word. 
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But a few days after their firſt rencontre, 


as the Duke, Ducheſs, and Sir Charles were : 
returning from a morning ride they had _ 
been taking with Mr. Elton, in a very pri- 60 
vate ſhady lane they met Lady Fitzcarryl ah 
alſo on horſeback behind a ſervant, who 41 
had taken this road in hopes of not being 
ſeen, particularly by them they accident · 
ally ſtumbled upon each other. The Du- ol 
| Cheſs led the way, and the moment ſhe re- _ 
cognized her former friend, reined in her hag 
horſe to ſpeak: to her, as ſhe was obliged to tin 
pals cloſe by. The Counteſs's groom per- ing 
cCeiving her intention, alſo pulled up at the 
moment the Ducheſs extended her hand, . 
0 ing His 
| — How are you, md dear friend ? pt 5 
| qua 
| Had it Wenn pollible, the Satte wotlk 
| have affected not to have ſeen her; but as it 8 
| was not, ſhe ſtretched out her reluctant hand, hk 
|  fighed deeply, and burſt into tears. — The a 


Duchels, N affected both by her pale This 
dejected | 


w 


e 
- 
d 


. | | HARCOURT. | | 5 
dejected looks and emaciated figure, endea- 


voured to cheer the deſponding invalid; and 


requeſted ſhe would come and ſee her, pro- 


teſting ſhe conſidered her wiſh to avoid her 


as very unkind, conſidering their former 
ENVOY 


| « Oh no) ; replied the Counteſs, ** I don't 
wiſh to ſee any one that reminds me' of for- 
mer An and leſs your Grace than any 
body ;“ gently withdrawing her hand, ' put- 


ting her handkerchief to her face, and tell. 


ing her {exvint to go on. 


The | Duke, almoſt as much affected as 
his wife, ſaid, as ſhe paſſed him — 


« What, not one word to an old ac- 
quaintance, my deareſt Albertine ?” 


She ſhook her head without removing her 
handkerchief, and made a motion to her 
ſervant to mend his pace, which induced the 


Ducheſs to ride on, truly hurt to find her 
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endeavours to conſole the unfortunate Alber- 
tine ſo totally fruitleſs; and declared, when 


out of hearing, that ſhe was almoſt ſorry the: 
had addreſſed her, ſince ſhe had evidently 


| revived ſome very diſagreeable remembrances 
1n her mind ; and thought ſhe looked worſe 
than when ſhe {aw her at the Pump Room. 


e Indeed ſhe does,” replied the Duke, 


< and ſeems determined to reject the olive- 
branch; though I begin to fear ſhe is not t long 
for this world.“ 


« Why,“ ſaid Sir Charles, I gy 


believe ſhe is bent upon dying, juſt out of a 
wiſh to puniſh her huſband ; therefore I 
really wonder that ſhe takes any exerciſe.— 
Altogether ſhe is a very ſtrange character, a 
compound of inconſiſtencies, in my opinion, 
and excites my wonder, in many reſpects, 
more than my pity; for J am convinced the 
Earl is become an exceeding good huſband, 
and takes infinite pains to amuſe and pleaſe 


her, with no more ſucceſs than your Grace 
| attempted 
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fü to draw her into e eee 


now.“ 


« Then let us ae on another ſubject, 


Charles, cried the Duke, * and content 
ourſelves with hoping that ſhe wall ſee her 
error ere it grows too late.“ 


Henceforward they ſeldom mentioned her 
Ladyſhip's name; but as the Duke was per- 


fectly recovered, and had even regained his: 
former ſtrength and colour, he, at Mr. Elton's 
requeſt, before the expiration of the laſt 
fortnight' he had determined to ſpend at 
Clifton, removed, with his wife and Sir 
Charles, to that gentleman's houſe; mean- 
ing to continue to drink the waters, as the 
Wells were within a ſhort and very pleaſant 


drive. 


RY a week after their change of abode, 


his Grace and Sir Charles went in the for- 


mer's curricle to the Pump Room, and 
having each taken a glaſs, as the Baronet- 
thought it could not hurt him, ſince it was 
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ſuch an univerſal ſpecific, they approached 
one of the windows that overlooked the 


Avon, as ſome ſhips were. going up to 
Briftol ; and were turning round, meaning 


to retire, when two ſtrange would-be bucks, 


who were advancing up the room, caught Y 


the Duke 8 attention. 


«< Surety,” id he, addreſſing the Baronet, 


J have ſeen theſe two gant en 
before.” 


Stuart and Ramſay, by Heavens 1 was 


the reply); © I recolle& their handſome 
phizzes perfectly, and I dare ſay they have 
not forgot your Grace's knocking their heads 


together at the Scotch College.” 

They certainly have long ſince con- 
ſigned the humiliating circumſtance to ob- 
livion ;—nay, I almoſt doubt whether they 
remember our perſons. They will certainly 


addrels us if they ſhould know us; for they | 


don't ſeem to have loſt any of their former 


aſſurance ;—what abſurd puppies l. 


The 
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4 


The ſtrangers were dreſſed exactly alike in 


long French great - coats, of plum- coloured 


cloth, decorated with large ſquare blue ſatin 


capes falling half way down their backs ; 


theſe queer ſurtouts covered every thing but 


their ancles, and rendered them particularly 
conſpicuous. Some of the company took 
them for foreigners, others for raw Engliſh 
coxcombs juſt returned from the Continent; 


but no one preſumed they were men of con- 
ſequence. Their vanity made them miſin- 


terpret the general notice they met with into 


admiration; however, while ſauntering up 
the room, they ſaw Sir Charles, whom they 
inſtantly recognized, and n i 
ed, in French 


« Parbleu ! * is our old friend 


Creighton returned from India, a Nabob I. 


conelude; let us go and ſpeak to him.“ 


Stuart readily conſented ; they therefore 
advanced towards the Duke and Baronet, 
who. affected not to ſee them. Ramſay kept 


E 4. ſurveying. 


* 
a6; mee a a A 
AAA at 8 e 


8 


FEE ͤ % on) 4 A RD PEPE 3h Wc oo 7 ne 


YT» ate Soy pe = mm pM ee IE 


es wr watt 
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firviyiog himſelf with no ſmall ſigns of ap- 


probation as he advanced, and when near 


enough, called out 


„% How are you—how are you, Charles? 


ho the devil would have thought of 
meeting you at Clifton, —Give us your hand, 
my boy.— What, you have done your buſi- 
neſs in India, I ſuppoſe ?-Damme you have 


made baſte—egad ! you ſhall give me a few. 


inſtructions, my lad—there is nothing like 
ning rapidly! 6 


The inen found they were as unac- 
quninted with his rank as he ſhould have 


preſumed they were of the Duke's, and re- 
Joiced at the opportunity of diverting him- 
ſelf at the ſwaggering puppy's expence ; he 
therefore took the-- proffered hand, and 


liſtened to their joint queſtions with great 


- patience, propoſing a few in his Fen which 
they c ee 


They 


Fl 
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They had arrived at the Wells the dlake 


| before, and meant to ſtop a few days before- 


they croſſed the water into Wales. 


„ What, have you pitched your tent 
among the Cambrian mountains, gentle- | 


men?“ enquired Sir Charles. 


& Oh how could ſuch a barbarous notion 


enter your head, Creighton ?“ replied Ram- 


ſay; „what man of ſenſe or ſpirit could 
bear to reſide among ſuch a ſet of Goths and 
Vandals ?—I would rather be doomed to- in- 


habit a deſert iſland, than be confined to the 


ſociety of thoſe illiterate mountaineers-}-— 
No, no, we are going upon a viſit to my old 
rich uncle you have. heard: me talk. of at 


Paris.“ 


Charles ;. I did not know you had any re- 
lations of Welch extraction.“ | 

* Oh this old hunks is not a Carabriin: 
by birth—a North Briton like myſelf, and as 
great a miſer as ever exiſted ; he has not ſpirit. 
W to do the handſome thing (you take 
22 E. 5 me) 


«© Really my memory fails me,” iid? A 
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me) above once in ſeven years; — but I have 
not ſeen him ſince I returned from the grand 
tour; and, as I am his heir, why I muſt pay 
him a little court—elſe he is a poor, igno- 
rant, narrow-minded being, always preach- 
ing up economy and prudence, and ſuch 
like exploded notions. By the way, he is a 
parſon, ſo 'tis a part of his trade. —He has 
got a d d good living in Pembrokeſhire, 
and, I do hope, means to ſet me a going in 
ſtyle—'tis but his duty you know]! 

„ No doubt,” ſaid the Baronet. 

« Well, but where do you lodge, Charles,” | 
interrupted Stuart“ we are at the York 
Hotel.“ | 

*I] am upon a viſit at a A's: in the 
_ environs, gentlemen,” replied the Baronet. 

« Oh are you ſo ?—Well we will look in 
upon you, though our ſtay will be but 
ſhort. . | 


At. that moment the Duke, who had 
hitherto ſtood looking out at the window, 


turned round, and they both immediately 
| fixed 


59 


E 


oy © 


 HARCOURT;- 83 


fixed their eyes upon his face, and almoſt 


neee exclaimed. at the m „ 


time — 


j 


« Why, zounds and blood! Creighton, is 


not this your old friend George, our od 
chum, and your great crony ?” 

© Aye, to be ſure it is, proceeded Stuart, 
« I remember: him perfectly now. Tip us 
your paw,. my boy—why, you are grown a 
head and ſhoulders taller ſince we parted. — 
But how goes it ?—l hope, whoever: you ap- 
pear in Black. for, has left you ſomething for 
wearing it.” l 

« Well ſaid,” rejoined Ramſay, alſo put - 
ting out his hand; though I proteſt I ſhould 
not have known George if he had not been 
nth Creighton.““ 
George readily ſhook hands with both, 
hoped he had the advantage of ſeeing them 
yell; and preſumed, from their appearance, 
hey were but lately returned to England. 
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* MWe landed at Dover ten days ago, my 
boy.“ replied Ramſay, and think we have 
made good haſte to get ſo far upon our our- 

ney already, conſidering we came through 
— 8 

Nn! think it might almoſt be dem. 

ed miraculous,” rejoined the Duke; though 

to be fure London is a deſert at this ſeaſon; 
no man of faſhion could think of making 
any ſtay there before Chriss. 


As the Duke's looks, and manner of ſpeak- 

: ing were both very ironical,, and his preva- 

_ + lent failing had previouſly induced him to 

honour the two friends with ſeveral very {u- 

percilious glances, Ramſay felt himſelf halt- 

piqued, and eyeing his Grace from head to 
foot, ſaid— | 


« I begin to think, George, your black 
ſuit was d——d well paid for; for you arc 
quite ſtyliſh.” 

„* Yes, you” retorted Stuart, George 0 
quite the man of faſhion,” 
3 Upon 
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Upon my word you do me honour,” 
replied the Duke, with a ſmile, * I wiſh I 


could return the compliment ;—but you are 


perhaps ambitious of ſetting the faſhion.” 
« You have juſt hit it, my lad,” replied Ram- 


lay; © theſe coats are the very laſt ton in Paris 
—all the rage—what do you think of them?“ 


« I can't prefume to diſapprove of any 
thing imported from France,“ ſaid the 
Duke; „have you alſo been ſtudying French 
doctrines?” . 1 

What, liberty and equality, George?“ 


aſked Stuart, „no, d mn ſuch nonſenſe 


that puts the canaille upon a footing with 
us gentlemen.“ 

« Did you mean to include our friend 
Charles and myſelf in that comprehenfive 


us, Mr. Stuart?“ aſked the Duke. 
——d cloſe, George,” re- 
torted Ramſay ; © do tell us where you have 


c You ſhave d 


been ſince we left the Scotch College ?” 
« Upon my travels like you, gentlemen.” 
c Aye, but for pleaſure or profit, George?” 
enquired Stuart; *I have been ſtudying the 


laws 


; 
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laws of all nations, and mean to take chambers 


in the Temple this winter. When Jam called 
to the bar, I hope you will remember me, 


ſhould you ever require a ſpecial pleader.“ 


* Certainly,” ſaid Sir Charles, upon 
- condition you will remember us when you _ 


are upon the woolſack.“ 


Sans doute, fans doute, replied Stuart. 
« Ramſay has been ſtudying phyſic, a d—d_ 
good trade at theſe places !—T tell him he 


only wants a few good friends like myſelf 
to ſet him a going—and then bucks have at 
ye all ;—we ſhall ſoon daſh it away in our 
_ carriages !—You ſport a pair of d-—d 
. ſmart boots, George; can you afford to keep 
a nag?“ . N 
« Yes, I am maſter of a horſe.” 
« Why you have had a lucky windfall 
indeed !” ? 
« Perhaps he is married,” cried Ramſay, 
« Even ſo, Sir,” replied the Duke. 
Oh ho! the wind ſets in that quarter,” 
_ exclaimed Stuart; I no longer wonder at 
your 
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a 


your boots ;—but you muſt introduce us 
to your wife.“ 

« Upon my word I hardly "EI whether 
that would be prudent,” replied the Duke. 

« Poh—nonfenſe !—as if you were jealous. 
We know what you married for,” ſaid Ram- 
ſay, and I would follow your example to- 
.morrow if the pill was but well gilt. Have 


you any children ? What fort of a woman 


| has fallen to "ur ſhare : 2 


Sir Charles, perceiving the Duke was 
rather tired of this ee of 5 
ſaid 


« You ſeem more intereſted in my friend's 
concerns than in your own, gentlemen ;—is 
it alſo a prevalent faſhion in France to croſs- 
queſtion people in this manner?“ 


« Oh! we know George an't fo eaſily af- 


fronted as all that comes to, Charles. Are 
you in any line of buſineſs?” ſaid Stuart, 


« or have you alſo been in India ?—lI have 


heard that there 1s tolerable picking there 
2 | among 
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among the Nabobs' daughters. F 


that are you married, Charles?“ 


No, Jam upon the look out, gentle- 


I» 


n 6 


„Well, and can't you meet with any 
thing here?“ aſked Ramſay; © I ſuppoſe 


you want a few thouſands, ha!“ 

« A few tens of thouſands, or a conſider- 
able ſhare. of beauty,” 
before I. part with my liberty.“ 


« Why, what an unconſcionable dog l 


cried- Stuart; „had you ten thouſand with 
your better-half, Georgy * (has? 

ce] did not marry, for money, Sir,” males 
the Duke, ſmiling; but I think a young 


man, I beg pardon, gentlemah I meant, of 


your figure, talents, vaſt expectations, and of 
4 liberal. profeſſion, may pick and chuſe 
among the fair ſex,” 
„Faith, as you. oblerve, Georgy, why 


ſhould not I have luck as well as other folks? 


If I could but coax my old uncle out of a 


few hundreds, the. buſineſs would be half 


done.“ 
8 


Undoubtedly,“ 


replied Sir HOO, 
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" Undoubtedly,” replied the Duke; © fo 


wiſhing you _ permit us to wiſh you 


a good morning.” 

oy Zounds, what a hurry you are in!” cried 
the young men both at once; © we have 
hatdly had time to ſay three words; ſtop till 
we have taſted theſe n waters, and we 
will walk along with you.” 


% You are infinitely obliging,” replied 


the Duke, with a ſmile ; I am very ſorry 
we are under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
declining your polite offer.” 

No you are only aſhamed of your 
wife, Georgy,” cried Stuart; “but, by 
Jove, we will ſee her en we leave Clifton; 
to come ang Ramſay.” . 


At the moment the bucks quitted their 


ſtation, the Earl of Valmont (who had arrived 
at his ſeat late the night before, and, by paying 
an early viſit to Elton Houſe, and learning 
where the Duke and Sir Charles were gone, 
followed them to the Wells), now ap- 
proached to congratulate the former upon 


thy 
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the amendment of his looks, protelkicg his 
wiſh to ſee him had brought him much 
ſooner than he had intended into Glouceſ- 
terſhire. Having remarked Stuart and 
' Ramſay, who were he ſuppoſed, from 
their apparent intimacy with the Duke of 
Durham, men of - conſequence, ſwagger- 


ing through the crowd that civilly made 


way for them, his Lordſhip was ſtruck with 
their ſingular appearance, and ay who 
| they Were, 


« Two abſurd fops, who were at the 
Scotch College when Charles and I were 
ſtudents there, rephed the Duke; and 
who, from being unacquainted with the late 
events that have occurred in our families, 
have done us the honour to aſſail us with a 
torrent of nonſenſe; and upon the ſtrength 
of our being rather better dreſſed than them - 
ſelves, have claimed an intimacy which 
never ſubſiſted between us even in former 
times,” 


In 
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© How often does that occur in the 


world !” replied the Earl; © but they ſeem 
highly diverted at ſomething—I ſhould like 
to know the ſubject of their mirth.” 


« If you only wait their return, your cu- 


rioſity will be gratified,” ſaid Sir Charles; 
« for they are very communicative.” 


In a few minutes they came back, grin- 


| ning as they advanced. 


« You ſeem to have been amuſed, gen- 
tlemen,“ ſaid the Baronet. 


Oh very highly, Charles, by a «diſpute 


between two ladies, who applied to me, 
laid Stuart, to decide between them.“ 


Then addrefling his Grace in an audible 


whiſper, © Do you know you are become a 
Duke, Georgy ?—Aye of my creating !” 

J am afraid you boaſt of more power 
than you poſſeſs, he replied ; and I really 
can't fancy myſelf a to you 1 my 
preſent title.“ 
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« Why damme, Geor gy, you hae? not 
had the affurance—ha !—you take me!“ 

Why not?“ aſked his Grace, perfectly 
gueſſing his meaning. 

« Well, by God, 'tis a bold ſtroke, and 
I am glad I did not do you up !—Why did 
not you put us into your ſecret ; for it was 
out of mere fun what I told the ladies, who 
were diſputing which was the Duke, you or 
Charles ?—I ſaid the -talleſt of the two—l 
muſt ſay I was rather ſurpriſed to hear a 
gentleman confirm my affertion.,—But take 
care, Georgy—you may depend upon Ram- 
ſay and me; but damme, you know the old 
proverb, Don't let the pitcher go too often 
to the well. However, mind we ſhall ex- 
pect to go n if yu make any ET 
it. 


The latter part of this diſcourſe paſſed in 
a very low whiſper ; but having ſufficiently 
diverted the Earl, Sir Charles, and -himlel? 
by their groſs credulity, and impudent, not 
to 1 knaviſh, ** the Duke ſaid 
« As 


at a 
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« As T am fearful your demands to keep 
this important ſecret would come too high, 
out of regard to your ſouls, I permit you to 


judge every body after your own ſtandard, 
as I hope, for the honour of mankind in 


miſtaken in your conjectures as you are at 
preſent.” Then turning to the Earl, Do 
you mean to taſte theſe celebrated waters, 
my Lord?“ 

m- No indeed, your Grace; I came ſolely 
old in ſearch of you and Sir Charles, and mean 
ten to accompany you home.“ 


*» Then you ſhall lend me your horſe, 
ky my Lord,” ſaid the Baronet, ag. I want to 


call at the Earl of Fitzcarryl's; and you 
ſhall take my place in the curricle.“ 
in « Agreed, replied the Peer. 


ell T hey came to the door, followed by the 


ot now creſt-fallen bucks, who were perfectly 


| at a loſs to comprehend the meaning of their 
As h diſcourſe, 


. 


reveal all you know: ſo your moſt obe- 
dient, gentlemen ;—Jet me adviſe you not to 


general, you will frequently be as egregiouſſy 


z; n 
diſcourſe, and as the ſurrounding crowd per. 
ceived the great man treated them thus Cavas 
lierly, they readily followed his example; in- 
deed their mutual aſtoniſhment created a 
' ſort of general ſmothered laugh at their ex- 
pence. Unwilling to believe what they had 
heard, yet afraid to addreſs Georgy again, 
whom they preſumed could not have put it 
in their power to expoſe him, as they at firſt 
thought they could have done, they con- 
tinued to follow the laughing triumvirate, 
who were addreſſed by ſeveral other Noble- 
men before they reached the outward door ; 
but when they ſaw his Grace's curricle, upon 
which his arms were very conſpicuous, his 
grooms, and other et ceteras, equally con- 
vincing proofs of his rank, they ſlunk away 
completely mortified, and more humbled 


than they had ever been in their lives; 


though ſtill unable to account for the tran- 
f fition in Harcourt's circumſtances. 


In the generous hope of {till being able to 


do miſchief, they mentioned to their land- 
lady, 


hed 


lady, upon returning to their hotel, having 


H ſeen the Duke of Durham, and learned 
vs from her that his Grace was one of the firſt, 
Jas well as richeſt Noblemen in England; 
1 when he came to his title; the cauſe that 


q brought him to the Wells ; and finally, that 
he had married, juſt before his duel, the firſt 


n, 3 

1 heireſs in Scotland. 

{t = 

- Sir Charles, they alſo found, owed his title 
e |} to the death of his father and brother—an 
event they thought perfectly accounted for; 
55 not ſo the Duke's elevation. They therefore 
- made him a farther ſubje& of enquiry at one 
4 of the libraries; and found this latter ſcru- 
\. tiny fo far ſatisfactory, that they dared no 
y longer doubt he had a very juſt right to the 


4 title he aſſumed, and were therefore forced 
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; do relinquiſh all ideas of expoſing him, very | 
4 ſorry they had miſſed ſuch an opportunity of ; 
making themſelves an intereſt in his friend- N 

ſhip. : 
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CHAP. VII. * 


TREE Duke and Lord Valmont had a 
hearty laugh at the young men's diſcom- 
fiture as they aſcended Clifton Hill, upon 
the ſummit of which they were joined by the 
Baronet, who had not been received at Lord 
Fitzcarryl's; and had been told, in anſwer 
to his enquiries after the Earl and Countels's 
health, that her Ladyſhjp was but very in- 
different, and that his n was then in 
her room. 


« They will grow a fond couple in time,” 


obſerved Lord Valmont. 
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© Let us hope ſo,” added the Duke; 
« they muſt at all events be upon good 
terms, and I am much miſtaken if her Lady- 
ſhip has not repented the raſh refolution ſhe 
had formed ; for do you know ſhe has fre- 
quently aſſured Charles ſhe wiſhed to die !— 
As for me, ſhe won't deign to ſpeak to me; 
nor has ſhe appeared at all ſenſible to the 
kind conciliating advances Bel! has repeat- 
edly made her.” We 


« Oh I can conceive ſhe has no particular 


predilection in favour. of her Grace,” rejoin- 


ed the Earl; © though I almoſt wonder that 
ſhe has not followed Lady Dunraven's ex- 
ample, inſtead of giving way to the melan- 
choly ideas ſhe ſeems to entertain — Have 


you heard lately from the Marquis, Duke?“ 


« Not once ſince he left England, nor do 
expect to be ſo favoured till his amour (to 
borrow a term of one of our celebrated au- 
thors) dwindles into © Jes horreurs de Pamitie.” 
But how does the Viſcount bear his caro ſpoſo s 
defeCtion ?” | : 

VOL, IV. 1 With 
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« With infinite fortitude, and has ap- 
plied for a remedy in Doctors Commons, and 
commenced a ſuit for crim. con. againſt the 
Marquis ; indeed it is generally ſuppoſed he 
will obtain very heavy damages, and that 
will amply conſole him for her Ladyſhip's 


aux pas. 


| Having reached Elton Houſe (as the 
Duke had named the worthy merchant's 
ſeat, to diſtinguith it from ſeveral ſurround- 
ing ones, dignified, as that had been, by the 
name of Court Houſe, or Court Place), 
Lord Valmont took his leave, and they 
amuſed the Ducheſs and their excellent 
friend with their morning's adventure. 


Her Grace having a ſlight cold, ſhe did 
not take her accuſtomed airing ; the gentle- 
men therefore flaid with her at home, and 
were peruſing the newſpapers of the day 
when a letter was brought the Duke, who 
caſting his eyes upon the direction, ſmiled 

expreſlively, 


friends, 
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expreſſively, but laid it down to continue 


his former purſuit. 


« Upon my word, you diſplay very little 


_ curioſity, George,” obſerved the Ducheſs ; 


from your countenance I ſhould have pre- 
ſumed that letter would have afforded you 
ſome amuſement.” : 

«Tt only reminded me of an old Goring 
Bell that ladies often change their minds; 
for though I have frequently been honoured 
with epiſtolary favours from Albertine de 
Yalcerne, I had given up all hopes of ever 


being noticed in the ſame manner by the 


Counteſs of Fitzcarryl.” 

« Well, I only hope we ſhall yet be 
” replied the Ducheſs. | 

« As there can be no lecrets,” rejoined 
the Duke, © indeed I rather ſuppoſe it 
merely contains a requeſt that I would ſettle 
her fortune as I firſt propoſed; which I mean 
to do. It was my intention to have re- 


queſted an interview with the Earl upon the 


dune in the courſe of the week; for I by 
F 2 30 
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no means with to keep them in a ſtate of de- 
pendance, which no law founded upon equity 
or juſtice could authorize ; and I own | have 
been more dilatory than I ought to have been 
reſpecking this matter. However, let us 
hear what her Ladyſhip has to ſay upon the 
ſubject. Beginning to read 


—ñ — — 


, TO THE RIGHT HON, THE DUKE OF 
© DURHAM, | 
Clifton, Sept. 4 
« As] ball be no more when your Grace 
receives this letter: Good God !* ex- 
claimed the Duke, laying down the letter, 
then taking it up quickly, he continued— 
“ ſhall find no difficulty in laying my whole 
heart open to you, and all thoſe I once call- 
ed my friends, and to whom I muſt entreat 
you will ſhew this confeſſion, to prevent their 
feeling a moment's grief for ſuch a miſera- 
ble being as myſelf — I have been told, nay 
I have ſeen, your Grace pitied me; and I 
am not aſtoniſhed, becauſe I am thoroughly 
| | acquainted 
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acquainted with your noble and benevolent 


beart. Though my crimes are much greater 
than you or any of my friends imagine, 1 


don't ſue for forgiveneſs—I only mean to 
make a ſincere conieſhon before 1 die; for I 
am very ſure I ſhan't long ſurvive writing 
this letter: were it not for adding to the 
already heavy burthen of my iniquities, I 
would not exiſt an hour longer. —But it will 
be neceſſary for me to take a retroſpective 
view of my early conduct, that every thing 
I mean to write may be clear and explicit. — 
The late Madame de Valcerne, whoſe good- 
neſs and memory I now adore—(Oh could I 
appear before my Maker with a pure heart 
like her's, I ſhould hail the approaching mo- 
ment with joy !)—endeavoured to inſtil her 
own excellent principles into my youthful 
mind ;—to my ſhame be it ſpoken, I then 
thought many of her notions rigid, and her 


morals ſevere, and often tried to perſuade 


myſelf that I knew better than ſhe did, and 
laughed at her preciſe formality.— When I 
firſt ſaw your Grace, I was very young; but I 
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was leſs attentive to the rules of decorum 
than my amiable protectreſs ſuppoſed me to 
be— every time I ſaw you, my ſatisfaction 
Increaſed, and, I may ſay, I ſoon felt I moſt 
ardently loved !—I gave way to the new- 
born pleaſure, and formed ideas of what might 


. happen. —You were allo very young, and I 


was growing older every day. My only aim 
was to be diſtinguiſhed by one who treated 
me like a child—I was no more in your eyes. 


How ſtrange a revolution in my youthful 


mind did your declared engagement with 
Madame de Valcerne occaſion II tried to 
perſuade myſelf that I ſhould be happy if I 
were only under the ſame roof with you ; 
but 1 ſoon found I grew jealous of my be- 
nefactreſs, and from that moment I only 
ſtudied to make her appear ridiculous in 
your eyes. Not ſucceeding, I began to 
diſlike her, and as the bridal day drew near, 
T actually hated her !—and I have frequently 
debated in my own mind, whether my love 
for you, or my hatred for her was moſt 
violent Wicked creature] you muſt ſay. 

But 


But I 


fling t 
cc 4 
point: 
of m 
Coun 
as fer 
point 
fathe 
He t 
how 
if I 
not 
drev 
ther 
bot! 


ing 


HARCOURT, 103 


m hut I will go on; for theſe crimes are tri- 
to MW fling to what followed. 4 
l « A few days previous to the one ap- 
pointed for your union, I paid a viſit to ſome 
of my young friends, and there I met the 
Count du Breuil, who had lately experienced 
as ſevere a mortification as I was upon the 
point of doing: he wiſhed to have been my 
tatber- in · lum, and I to have been your wife! 
He took an opportunity to aſk me, privately, 
ul how I liked my intended father-in-law, and 
h if I ſhould not have preferred him ? did 
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0 not heſitate in ſaying, Yes, In ſhort, he 
I drew me on till he got at my ſecret, and 
. then told me, if I would aſſiſt him, we ſhould 
F both be happy. The idea was too flatter- 
. ing not to induce me to aſk an explanation; 
i he ſwore me to ſecrecy, and then told me I 


might ſerve him very effentially, and myſelf 
at the ſame moment : he had had a plan in 
agitation for ſome time, which, with my aſ- 
filtance, he ſhould eaſily be able to execute. 
I promiſed to be guided by him, and to do 
all in my; power to prevent your marryiog. 


"© 4 my 
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my mother (as I then ſuppoſed Madame de 
 Valcern6 to be); he, however, deceived me, 
for he promiſed only to ſend you to France, 
and to give out that you abſconded of your 
own accord, to avoid a marriage with Ma- 
dame de Valcerne; who, out of pique, 
and to filence the conjectures of the public, 
would moſt likely conſent to marry him, 
He would afterwards affert it was me you 
were to have married, and that he would 
ſend for you to ratify his words, as there was 
no doubt of your gladly accepting the pro- 
poſition, and of our being of courſe united! 
All this ſeemed very feaſible to me, and ! 
promiſed to let him know what time the 
ceremony was to be performed, and told him 
how to entice you out of the caſtle. —I need 
not add that we carried our wicked plan into 
execution, or what was the fate of that vile 
man. Fortunately for me, he did not men- 
tion the part I had taken in his horrid plot 
when he confeſſed his crimes ; if he had, 
Madame de Valcerne would have abhorred 
me: for if ever a woman adored a man, ſhe 


did 


ple 


did your Grace.—I certainly have her death 
to anſwer for ;—ſhe never. recovered the 
ſhock your ſudden departure occaſioned ; 
and, from the time ſhe learned how you were 
carried off, never enjoyed a moment's peace 
till ſhe received your packet wrote. at 
Moudon. She then immediately determined 
to ſet out for England indeed ſhe had long 
had the journey in contemplation; but 
thought fit previous to this event, leſt in 
her invalid ſtate ſhe ſhould not ſurvive her 
intended ſea voyage, to inform me who I 
really was; ſhe gave me her reaſons for having- 
ated as ſhe had done by me, and accom- 
panied her recital with the moſt  motherly 
tender advice ever beſtowed by a parent on 
a darling child ; and finally embarked with 
me on board a veſſel bound for St. Maloes, 
purpoſely to introduce me to my real mo- 
ther. I need not recapitulate what occurred 
after our unexpected meeting at Brighton; 
though I think 1t neceſſary to inform you 
ſhe told me, a few hours previous to her 
death, that your delicacy concerning pecu- 
Fs 1 niary 
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niary matters had obliged her to ſubjoin a 
letter to her will, containing the hiſtory of 
my birth, &c. which was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary you ſhould be acquainted with, to in- 
duce you to accept of what ſhe had ſo great 
a right to diſpoſe of ;—ſhe alſo told me that 
ſhe had appointed you my guardian, and 
under what conditions my father had left me 
his fortune, what ſhe had added to it, ſubject- 
ed to the ſame penalties, and therefore parti- 
cularly cautioned me to be totally guided by 
you.—lI paid but very little attention to 
what ſhe ſaid my only fears were that ſhe 
would recover. I could not help dreading 
left the fight and tender attentions of your 
Grace might effe& a cure; but in a very 
ſhort time Mr. Elton informed me ſhe. was 
no more !—] thought the ſame words pro- 
gnoſticated my future happineſs : your know- 
ledge of my birth, I imagined, might prove 


a favourable event, as you might have been 


ſcrupulous about giving your hand to your 
betrothed wife's daughter. Beſides, at that 
time, I thought your own origin rather 

myſterious; 


at 
at 


e 


myſterious; as I conceived, notwithſtanding 
what you had written to Madame de Val- 
cerne, that you was either a natural ſon of 
Mr. Elton's, or that you was the ſpurious: 


offspring of his heir: therefore could not 


ſuppoſe you would object to me, becauſe I 


was the illicit offspring of the late Baron. —I 


was very ſorry when you left Brighton, as 
my love had conſiderably increaſed ſince our 


ſecond meeting, and even in my letters [ 


know I became imprudent ; my only aim 


was to pleaſe you, but I was not able to 


ſucceed in obtaining your eſteem, much leſs 
your heart! and when you informed me 


that you were the grandſon to the late, and 


the nephew and heir to the preſent Duke of | 


Durham, I began to fear you would never 
think of marrying the natural child-of a low 
mechanic's daughter. The cool reſerve with 
which you treated me from the time of my 
arrival in London, convinced me that you 
never entertained any idea of making me 


an offer of your hand. My mother's arrival 
almoſt drove me wild; but my feelings upon 


E 6 that 
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that occaſion were trifling to what I vrider- 
went upon hearing the banns of marriage 
Publiſhed between you and your now for- 
tunate wife; at Church From that 
moment I only PEN gs revenge, and be- 
gan by writing an anonymous letter to Ge- 
neral Clare, and hoped, when I learned that 
Lady Iſabella had been hurried from Lon- 
don, I had "defeated your well-concerted 
| plan: but my internal rage exceeded all 
bounds when J read your marriage in the 
papers; and I had no one reaſon for marry- 
ing myſelf but to provoke and diſoblige you. 
I was a very forward creature, and made 
great advances to bring my wicked deſign to 
a ſpeedy concluſion but I was not crimi- 
nal enough to wiſh for your death; nay at 


any time, I believe, I- could freely have fa- 


crificed my life to have ſaved your's = | 
hated the Earl of Fitzcarryl from the day I 
gave him my hand, and I believe it was becauſe 
I knew [ had deeeived him; though, to this 


moment, he thinks I did not know of the 


_—_— clauſes in my late father” s and 
| Madame 
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Madame de Wales wills. 1 bn feel 


happy at my approaching diſſolution, be- 


cauſe it will depri ve him of your bounty! 
Had he fallen by your hand, I ſhould have 


been ſtill happier God forgive me ! I en- 


couraged him to challenge your Grace, and - 


made him acquainted with all I knew con- 


cerning you, with many exaggerations, be- 


fore he ſet out for Clapham.—He eſcaped, 
and I found myſelt united for ever to a. man 


I deteſted, ahd who ſoon became a cripple 


I lothe the very ſight of !—I only long to be 


relieved from my preſeat mifery As for 


my mother, I always abhorred her; and I 


hope ſhe will feel as little for my death as 1 
ſhould do for her's. The Count de St. Mars 


I always . conſidered as one of -my. greateſt 
enemies.—In ſhort I never felt but one ſen- 
timent (felf-love excepted) that was an ex- 
travagant paſſion for Harcour:!—I ſhall think 
of you in my laſt moments and hope I ſhall 
be able to fay a prayer for your e 


though one of the deepeſt pangs I ever felt 
- was when I laſt £ met you with your thrice 


happy 
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happy Ducheſs : I could not have ſpoken to 


you, had you offered me the univerſe for a 
| bribe !—the fight of her renewed all thoſe 


torments Chic death only will put an end 
to! 

* Theſe few lines are all J have to leave. 
I have made a preſent to my maid of more 
than ſhe deſerves; no one elſe will regret 
the loſs of Albertine, once your favourite 
little girl, but lately your greateſt enemy !— 


] won't aſk you to forgive—but try to for- 


get ſuch a wicked creature ever exiſted! — 
Farewel ! farewel for ever! 
66 ALBERTINE FITZCARRYL.,” 


ES — 


Their aftoniſhment, not unmixed with 
horror, kept every one ſilent, till the Duke, 
whoſe countenance had varied ſeveral times 
during his reading, had concluded; who. 
then, e at the Duchels, ſaid— 


ce Well, whit think you of my corre- 


ſpondent ?” 
« I 


re 
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« Tonly hope ſhe is not ſo ill as ſhe ſeems 


to think herſelf.“ 


* I begin to fancy ſhe is no more,” 1 


replied; ; vat ſurely the Earl would not have 


ſent this letter without a line, or at leaſt a 


tion of putting an end to her exiſtence.— 
Did the ſervant who brought this letter wait 
for an anſwer?” 


The enquiry was made, but they were in- 
formed that the groom who delivered it, rode 
off again without alighting. 


cc Well, FF muſt be ſatisfied,” ſaid the 


Duke; © indeed I am more anxious than 
ever to get rid of my truſt, You muſt ac- 


company me, Charles; we will ride over to 
Clifton. You ſhall precede me, and ſhould 


the unfortunate, miſguided writer of this 


letter be no more, ſtill the Earl won't be 
averſe to ſeeing me; and I think I can make 
6 | ' uſe 


- - 


| meſſage from himſelf, had that been the caſe. 
Altogether it is very ſtrange !—I am really 
fearful this miſerable woman has ſoine inten- 
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uſe of ſome very conſolatory arguments. 
Indeed this epiſtle muſt in a great meaſure 


conſole all her friends for her loſs ; for I po- 
ſitively think her Ladyſhip is neither to be 


pitied nor regretted. How many actions I 
attributed to levity, I now perceive were the 


effect of defi gn ! But let us order the 


horſes.“ 


This was immediately done; and though 
the Ducheſs endeavoured to defend her for- 
mer friend, ſhe could find no excuſes for her 
treachery towards the man ſhe profeſſed fo 
ardently to adore, and her ingratitude to- 
wards her generous, indulgent benefactreſs 
not to mention her acknowledged abhorrence 


of her own mother—a ſentiment as wicked 


as unnatural. 


Elton proteſted; much as he had ever 


diſliked her, he could not have ſuppoſed fo 
young a perſon could have been fo old in 
iniquity ; and ſhe certainly was no peni- 
tent. | 


The 


1 
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The horſes were ſoon ready, and the Þ 
- Duke and Baronet ſet off, debating the mat- | 
ter as they rode. 


„The Earl happened to ſtumble upon 
the letter accidentally, I am of opinion,” ſaid 
his Grace, and ſent it without afking any 
farther queſtions,” 

« Or 'tis poſſible, the Baronet conjec- 
tured, ſome of the ſervants may have found 
it, and being over officious, brought or ſent 
it without waiting for orders; for I can't 
think her Ladyſhip is no more ;—'tis not : 
above three hours ſince I was there—ſhe 
can't have ſet out upon her long journey ſo 
very ſpeedily.“ 

« Well, we ſhall ſoon ba ſatisfied, ob- 
ſerved his Grace, as we are in fight of 
Clifton; ſo do you puſh forwards, and I 
will walk my horſe about till your return.“ 
« So be it,” exclaimed the Baronet, gal- 
lopping off. —Hereturned in haltan hour, ex- 
claiming as he drew near“ Egad, tis too 
true! her Ladyſhi p! has bona fide taken leave of 
this 


\ 
\ 
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this world for a better! His Lordſhip is 
ſhocked that he did not incloſe her poſthu- 
mous letter in a cover, with a few lines of 
explanation to your Grace; but declares he 


hardly knew what he was about when he 


diſpatched the ſervant. Her laſt requeſt 
was, that the letter in queſtion ſhould be 
delivered as ſoon as ſhe was dead. She was 
perfectly ſenſible of her approaching diſſolu- 
tion, but would not allow the Earl to let any 
of her former friends know her ſituation; 


ſhe ſhould not die eaſy if he did. The Earl 


conformed to her wiſh in every reſpect, and 
brought the letter down as ſoon as ſhe ex- 
pired, which he diſpatched without even 


telling the ſervant to whom he entruſted it, 


what had happened, as ſhe appeared ſo 
anxious concerning it: though he aſſured 


me he was totally ignorant of the contents, 


and hoped it did not contain any thing diſ- 


agrecable.—] informed him of the aſto- 
niſhment it had occaſioned, and of your 


Grace having accompanied me to Clifton, 
either, with her permiſſion, to ſee her Lady- 


ſhip, 


HARCOURT, "4: 


ſhip, admitting, as you feared, you were not 
too late, or to offer your conſolations to hun 


in caſe what you rather expected had oc- 


curred. —He declared you were much too 
good, and did him infinite honour ; and 
deſired me to aſſure you that he ſhall. ever 


remember the numerous obligations you have 


conferred upon him, with heartfelt gratitude. 


He knows that he has not a right to a ſhil- 


ling of his wife's fortune; but he means to 
retire into the country, and board at a farm- 
houſe for twenty pounds a-year, before any 
body ſhall ſuffer more through his im- 


prudence 3 acknowledged there was no 


love on either fide, therefore he only 
mourned for the Counteſs as he ſhould 
have done for a friend :—he could not 
aſſume a grief he did not feel, though he 
certainly had a very weighty reaſon to la- 
ment her death ; but he ſhould look upon 
his two loſſes as a juſt puniſhment for having 
deceived the unfortunate woman, though he 
was not ſolely to blame. He had come to 
a reſolution, and was determined to abide 


by 


CI 
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bv it, to be contented to live 1n a ed 


corner of the world, where he was not known, | 2 
and put his affairs into the hands of the moſt 
honeſt people he could meet with; he was 5 
only ſorry it would no longer be in his power os 
to do juſtice to his creditors, as he could 1 
how wiſhed ;—this I was not to repeat to 
your pans left him impatiently expect oh 
memo. of 
« Why, all things conſidered, Charles, I RES 
had rather write to him. I ſhall feel it more 
awkward to talk with him upon the fubject 1 
I wiſh to diſcuſs—and he will alſo like bet- 2 
ter to hear from me, than ſee me. So let 35 
us adjourn to the York Hotel; I ſhall ſoon Il 
have compoſed my letter—I merely mean to A 
condole with him upon his loſs, and to in- x 
form him, as all the reaſons which induced. ” 
me to annex conditions to delivering up the hc 
principal of his late wife's fortune, have to- 1 
tally ceaſed, it will be ready at my banker's nol 
whenever he chuſes to draw for it. —1 can ws 
write this with a better grace than I can * 
ſpeak it. You muſt do me the favour. to a 


deliver 
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delirer the letter. I ſhall ride gently home; 
therefore you will ſoon overtake me. 
always like to be the herald of good 
news, rejoined the Baronet ; and I am 
ſure I ſhall make a penitent reformed man 
very happy.“ 
% ſhan't compliment you, my friend; 


though, were my eſteem for you ſaſceptibla 


of increaſe, I think 1 ſhould honour you 


more than ever.“ 
| \ 


They now alighted, and being ſhewn into 


a room, the Duke ſoon wrote his note; and 
having each eat a Sandwich, and drank a 


few glaſſes of wine, they ſet out different 


ways. 


The Baronet overtook his friend in a very 


ſhort time, and aſſured him that the Earl 


had ſhed tears the moment he had read his 
note, and declared he would give the world 


to be only half as good as the Duke of Dur- 


ham. He hardly knew how to accept his 


offer, becauſe he was conſcious how little 


he 
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\ | 
he deſerved it; but he could not offend the 
noble Duke DF a refuſal, 


« And here is an anſwer to your kind 


favour,” continued Sir Charles, preſenting 


the Duke with a note ; © Iam ſure you have 
not obliged an ungrateful churl ; he is ſen- 
ſible of your generoſity, and I will be an- 
ſwerable will do a great deal of good with 


what might be called an. unexpected acqui- 


ſition ; as few people befides yourſelf would 
have acted as you have done by a man who 
10 nearly deprived you of life.“ 

« You reckon my having deprived him 
of his leg as nothing. Now I conceive I 
have merely convinced his Lordſhip that 1 


poſſeſs a ſmall degree of honeſty ; for with 


what face, or under what plea could I have 


withheld what I have reſigned? Indeed if 


he had not married my ward, admitting I 


had been the occaſion of his mutilation, I 
ſhould have thought it incumbent on me 


to provide for him in ſome way or other. 
1 have 


oe 


01 
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1 bare long thought right, ai I hope 1 in 
future I ſhall ſometimes act fo.” 


The Ducheſs and Elton were anxious to 
hear the reſult of their viſit, and both felt 
ſhocked at what might be termed the un- 
[timely fate of Albertine. 


The old gentleman only hoped ſhe was 
more penitent in her laſt moments, and 
readily undertook to break the melancholy 
tidings to the Count and Counteſs de St. 
Mars, for ſuch was the title Madame de 
L'Epinois now bore ; and, as he propoſed 
incloſing a copy of the Countels's poſthu- 
mous letter, he hoped that would have a 
proper effect and due weight with the at- 
flicted parent. 


What the Duke had done for Lord Fitz- 
carry] by no means ſurpriſed him, though 
it convinced him that his favourite protegee 


poſſeſſed a moſt excellent heart; this he 


had long known, therefore merely compli- 


mented _ 
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mented his Grace upon his well-timed con- 
ſolation; obſerving, that the manner of con- 
ferring a favour often doubled the value of 


885 eit. 


The Ducheſs was 3 Nen; but the 


Duke merely rejoiced that chance bad put 
it im his power to aſſiſt the tardy repentance 


of the Earl. 


HAP. 


Tn 
the far 
having 
Duche 
off or 
being 
dreſſin 
till b. 
the Di 
curricl 
and oO! 
had ne 
they n 
attend 

vo. 


HARCOURT. 121 


* 
/ 


' CHAP. IX. 


» _- 


Tar hoping morning the . Dake; for 


the firſt time, omitted drinking the waters, 
having agreed, at the joint requeſt of the 


Ducheſs and all his friends, to leave them 5 


off only by degrees. Her Graces's cold 


being rather worſe, ſhe did not leave her 


dreſſing- room; but as air and exerciſe were 
{till better ſpecifics than the Briſtol waters, 
the Duke thought he would ſet out in his 
curricle with the Baronet, between twelve 
and one, to pay Lord Valmont a viſit, and 
had not proceeded more than a mile before 
they met that Nobleman on horſeback, un- 


attended, and far from well-mouated ; who . 
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inſtantly informed them that he was bound 
for Elton Houſe, in hopes of prevailing 
upon them to accompany him upon a litt 


FTI 7 af 


excurſion he meant to take. 

« Poici le fait—my ſteward and I dont 
exactly agree in our notions: — within thre: 
days I hold my audit, and T have ſome idea 
of raiſing part of my tenants, who I knoy 
ſtand at what, in this part of the country 
are deemed very low rents. I hinted my in- 
tention to my ſteward ſome time ſince, when 
he agreed that I Was perfectly in the right, 
as great part of my land was very much un- 
der- let; but to- day he is of a different opi. 
nion, which leads me to ſulpect he under- 
" ſtands his own intereſt better than mine; 
_ preſume you comprehend me, Duke.-—No 
as I have not been 1 in Glouceſterſhire ſince | 
came of age, I am convinced that none o 
my tenants are acquainted with my perſon 
and I wiſh to make a few private enquiric 
reſpecting their circumſtances before Friday 
for if the poor devils can't afford to pa 
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more; I neither want to ruin nor ſtarve them. | 
But I have been affured, from undoubted 


authority, that a great deal of land adjoin- 
ing many of my farms, brings in twice the 
revenue mine does. Why it ſhould be fo 


much better, I mean to make one of the 


ſubjects of my enquiry ; and why there is 
ſuch intereſt made to get hold of every inch 


of ground to be let, at any price ?—Theſe 
various reflections have induced me to form 


the reſolution of taking a little tour, incognito, 
among my farmers; and I was coming to 
requeſt you would accompany me, that we 


may all profit by the remarks I conceive we 


ſhall be enabled to make. —Dreſs is no longer 
the touchſtone of a man's conſequence, and 


this old hack won't lead thoſe I may be in- 
clined to viſit, to ſuppoſe me their landlord; 


ſo do me the favour to accompany / me, as 
it will prove a horrid dull time if I have no 
one to whom I can communicate my obſer- 
vations,” 


. * - 5 * 
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The Duke (mild, 3 ed he had a 
very great wiſh to oblige him, as he felt 


intereſted in the propoſed enquiries ; but his 


being of the py would cfte&ually {poil his 
; om | 


« Not at all, replied the Earl, « I will 


tell you how we will manage it :—The cur- 


ricle and ſervants, I agree, would counteract 


my intentions; but you ſhall drive as far as 
the New Paſlage, where we will dine—T ſhall 
learn ſomething there. All my farms lie 
between that and King Road, ſome of them 


come down to what they call the ſea-wall; 


therefore you need only ſend your ee 


home in the curricle, Creighton and you can 
then mount your horſes, and we may take 
our, tour without giving any ſuſpicions of 


our rank to thoſe I mean to call upon. At 


moſt we ſhall only be taken for ſome of the 
Briſtol bucks come out for a holiday.” ' 


% You have removed all my objections, 


Valmont,“ rejoined the Duke, only I feel 


à little ſcruple of 3 at the idea of 
Aeg 


Wn FT hos 
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dining from home, having left Bell rather in- 
diſpoſed, and having moreover r promiſed to 
return to dinner.“ 

Come, come, though you married for 
love, Duke, I can't ſuppoſe you have taken 


up the part of Celadon for life. —I will not 
take a denial, and will obviate every diffi- 
culty you have been able to ſtart. Proceed 


to the Paſſage, where there is an excellent 


inn, I am aſſured. So only turn to the left 
at the bottom of the hill, while I'purſue my 
journey to Elton Houſe, where I will ob- 
tain the Ducheſs's leave for you to play 


truant. Adieu! make the beſt of your way 
I ſhan't ſpare horſe-fleſh to overtake you; 35 
au revoir!“ galloping we 5 


! 


Sir Charles enjoyed the notion of this | 


propoſed excurſion, and thought they might- 
pick up ſome. uſeful. knowledge among the- 
farmers. Te. a 


I believe they in general make it a rule: 


to complain,” obſerved the Duke, © there- 
„ *. 
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fore I Jon? t conceive that the Earl will be 
able to derive much real information from 
their own ſtatements ; yet I approve of the 


idea, for it is impoſſible for people of conſi- 


. derable Ianded property to Judge of the va- 
lue of their farms, while there are ſo many 


farmers ready to outbid each other ; and 
notwithſtanding the abſolutely exorbitant 


price, Mr. Elton tells me, great part of the 


land about Briſtol lets at, theſe men contrive 
to live, nay, even to make fortunes ;—yet 
they ought to know their own intereſt, even 
better than the Tagghotcer” does his.—lt i IS, 
- undoubtedly, become a general faſhion to 
raiſe the tenants, and ſometimes very impro- 
perly ; 
to blame ; for if one man refuſes to take an 
eſtate becauſe of the price (which ſeldom or 
ever happens),. there are fifty more ready to 
ſnap at it. Thea who can blame the land- 
lord for endeavouring to e bis in- 
come ach | 
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—yet the farmers are certainly much 
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As the friends were of the ſame opinion, 
there was little room for argument they 
proceeded at a pretty round rate, owing to 
one of the Duke s horſes having been rather 
unruly while he ſtopped | to ſpeak to the Earl, | 
and he had not been ſparing | in correction to | 


— 


teach him better manners in future. bi 


— 


Juſt 7 as they came in fight of the inn, 
they obſerved: a ſmall machine Jogging on 
before them, which they took to be a jockey- 
cart. As it turned the corner of a wall leading 
into the inn · yard, and there being a ſecond 
turning within a few yards round' the corner 
of a ſtable, for a few ſeconds they loſt fight 
of it ; but through daſhing round theſe an- 
gles, as moſt good whips chuſe to do, when 
they wiſh to diſplay their dexterity, they A 
became in danger of running foul of the 
before · mentioned equipage, from which | 
two gentlemen were preparing to alight at 
the moment his Grace, conſcious of what 
WAS likely to happen, called out— 15 


. 


Wa. « Take 


i 
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* ＋ ake care | 16 


The driver certainly did ins; a be at 
his beaſt, checking him at the ſame time 
to haſten his progreſs—but all in vain, as 
the obſtinate animal increaſed the danger by 

retreating ; therefore, notwithſtanding his 
endeavours to prevent what he had foreſeen, 
the Duke's wheel caught the other while in 
| Its retrograde motion, and farely ſent it over, 
when the two gentlemen were thrown ſeveral 
yards forward, and was even obliged to drive 
an ſome paces before he was able to ſtop. his 
but the moment he ſucceeded, he 
really alarmed at what had 
happened, particularly when he ſaw both 
gentlemen ſcrambling at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance from their vehicle, and their horſe alſo 
upon his ſide, plunging with 73 his might 
to extricate himſelf. DN; 


horſes; 
juniped out, 


Sir Charles alſo Jumped out on the other 


fide, and ran to the ſufferers? aſſiſtance, as 
their fright and bulk, for they were both 


very 
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very ſtout and ſhort, had hitherto-prevented f 
them from recovering their legs; but the j 
mutual ſurpriſe of all parties may be better # 

conceived than deſcribed, when his Grace A 
found he had got hold of the patriotic Mr; 4 
Crutley, - who had afforded him and the by 
Baronet ſo much diverſion. at Boulogne, 0 

and the Baronet diſcovered he had bees aſ- 0 
ſiſting the Mr. Colville, whole economical: bt 
notions and diſputes with the Mackenzies at 1 
Windſor had alſo not. a little contributed to- a | 
their amuſement, — 5 1 

How theſe two curious originals came to 3 
be acquainted, or how they came there, ſo 2 
mal apropos, was not the ſubject of their firfÞ 170 
enquiries; his Grace began immediately to 4 
apologize for what had happened, attributing. 
their accident wholly to his awkwardneſs, and 
the unrulineſs of his horſes, and concluded 

by hoping Mr. Crutley felt no bad elſecta. 

from his fall. 5 ; 
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The mild-tempered_patriot's looks con- 
vinced the Duke what he might have ex- 
pected if his rank had not ſtood his friend; 
but the moment the Republican recognized 
the Duke of Durham in the author of his 
misfortune, he gave a ſort of gulp, as 1 to 
| ſwallow his anger, and ſaid— Es 
e ae cbliged to your Grace; I 
can't ſay I feel any material hurt at preſent ;” 
then forcing a kind of bitter ſmile ; © your 


Grace tipped us moſt completely.—Do you 


do me the honour to recolle& me? 
I think I have had the advantage of ſee- 
ing you before, Sir,” he replied. | 
I ſhall remember your Grace as long as 


Ilive,“ rejoined the patriot ; cc though: I had, 
not the honour of knowing you at the time 


1 was diſputing with that old fat b of 
a landlady at Boulogne ; but chancing to 
take up my abode afterwards at the other 
| Engliſh houſe, I learned your name from 
thoſe two fops I took the trouble. to chaf- 
:tiſe,” 1 


. — 


«[ 


Ce |] 
and at 
have t 


* L perfectly remember the circumſtance, 
and am very ſorry our ſecond meeting ſhould. 


. have turned out thus unfortunately.” . 
4 
n Mr. C olville had,. during this e 
Fe been anſwering the Baronet's enquiries, and 
having, like his friend, eſcaped with. merely- 

a few” bruiſes was anxious to Pay his re- 
T ſpects to the Duke, with whom, like the 


„ Democrat, he claimed a fort of acquaint- 
ance; therefore hoped he had the honour of 


. ſeeing the Duke of Durham in better health 
chan be had enjoyed for ſome time e paſt ; 
adding a | „„ 
rig 1 read an account Jr your Grace's duel 
of in the newſpapers, and Sir Archibald Mac- 
5 kenzie confirmed the ſtory ; for your Grace 
c muſt know Iam juſt. come from London, 
5 and my friend Crutley and x were. talking 
a of you but this very morning.“ 
| « I am only ſorry. I have afforded you ſo- 
noch reaſon, gentlemen, to make me the 


future ſubject of your diſcourſe; though I feel 
6 6 particularly 


* 


2 
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particularlyhappy that you have not been more 
material ſufferers from your misfortune.” 

« Oh it an't worth mentioning, your 
. Grace,” rejoined Colville ; *I dare ſay you 
have not forgot meeting me at Windſor ?— 
That was rather an unlucky journey altoge- 
ther—T never wiſh to go there again.— 
Thank God, and an upright Judge, I gained 
the law-ſuit which carried me thither ; and 
though to be ſure 1 only got a ſhilling da- 
mages, I puniſhed my antagoniſt, which 
was all I wanted. But your Grace muſt 
know I have had a terrible kick-up with Sir 
Archibald and his Lady—the grey mare is the 
better horſe, ſo I ought to have put the laſt 
firſt; but I bardly know which of the two 
is the moſt ſelf-intereſted. . But I ſmoked 
their defigns—I ſaw through their ſchemes; 


they wanted, forſooth, to make up a match 


between their looby of a fon Archy, and 
my Fan, who will be worth more than his 
whole family put together, as I told them. 
If nis Kuighiſtip could have laid me down 
twenty thouſand pounds indeed, why [ 

might 


10re 


our 
you 


8 
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might have been inclined to have liſtened to 
him with rather more patience ;—but what 
ſignifies a title without the ready, your 


Grace ?—Tan't fond of ſuch upſtart gentry 


give me the real old Welch and Engliſh 
blood.—T beg your pardon, my Lord Duke, 


for putting my own: country firſt, but I ſay 
there are no ſuch ancient families as the 
Scotch and Welch; though to be ſure [ 
don't mean to run the *Mackenzies down, 


but they have a deal of rebellious blood in 
their veins, and that is what J don't like, 


There they told me a rigmarole ſtory about 


your Grace, forſooth (I wiſh they did not 
want to make out you were related), and 
how generouſly you had provided for their 


eldeſt ſon; who, as I told them, would have 
been rather a more proper match for my 
daughter than t'other fapſcull, who don't 
know a horſe's head from his tail! — John is 


a ſmart fellow, and may make a large for- 
tune if he underſtands calculations, And is, 


a good economiſt. But they perſuaded 


: nee your Grace had taken fuch a 9 


liking | 
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liking to them, that you was going to pro- 
vide for all the family : I only wonder theß 
dld not expect you would make a Ducheſs 


of their ugly daughter; I told them at 


the time, when I faw Penmanmawr walk to- 


London, I would believe them.—I have 
laughed at them pretty well ſince, before 


we had our tumble out. T muſt have been 
terribly at a loſs for aſon-in-lay—hey, friend 


Crytley ? to think of Maſter Archy. 2 


The look which CLLR this ſpeech. 


convinced the Duke and Baronet- that the 
Patriot was to be the happy man. 


Mr. Colville. would have run on: 5 an 


| hour longer, if the Duke had not, by way 
of putting a flop to his loquacity, advauced 


towards the unfortunate vehicle, which had 


juſt been ſet upon its wheels, and the horſe 


reſtored to his legs; but both had ſuffered 
from the overturn the animal had loſt the 
hair from his hip, and one of the ſhafts of 


the chaiſe was broke. I hey were the ſame 
the 


QT 
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z 


the "TE" had ſeen in the Spring at Boulogne, 25 


of courſe the property of the Patriot, and: 
had not improved in their appearance ſince 
they laſt fell under their inſpection, 


' His Grace politely lamented theſe freſh: 


misfortunes ;. but the now civil Patriot de- 
clared the accident was what no human fore-- 
ſight could have prevented; dt was only very 
fortunate it was no worſe; had they each 


broke all their bones, they could not have 


imputed any blame to his Grace. They had 


intended to croſs before they dined, as the 


inn on the other ſide was a very good one, 


and a third cheaper than the one they were 


at; but that was of little conſequence—it: 
was better to pay the moſt exorbitant de- 


mands innkeepers could make, than to have 


any thing to do with ſurgeons. 

„ Spoke like an oracle,” ſon Crutley, re- 

joined Colville, fearful the gentlemen had 

not underſtood his former hint; © ſo let's 

order the horſe to be put in the ſtable” _ 
3 cc Aye, 
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„Aye, take him in, my lad,” ſaid the 
Patriot, addreſſing an oftler, «and give 
him a good feed of corn; he has come five- 
and- twenty miles in four hours this morning, 
and would do as much more with eaſe, if it 
' was required. 1 8 


\ 


Mr. Crutley now enquired whether his 
Grace was going to croſs ? giving him-a very 


preſſing invitation to his Parſonage Houſe 


before he waited for an anſwer to his firſt 


| queſtion, and launching out in praiſe of: its 


fituation, &c. Mr. Colville ſeconded the 


Patriot's invitation, adding— 


« We Welch are hearty folks, I can"affure 
your Grace; and J promiſe you we will re- 
gale you on the wedding- day.“ 


The Duke was thanking them for their 


politenefs, when their attention was arreſted 


by the ſound of horſes advancing full ſpeed, 


and in a few ſeconds they were obliged to 


ſtep haſtily on one ſide, to e being rode 
over 


1 


E my nephew.“ 
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over by two gentlemen, who turned the cor- 
ner of the tables in a full gallop, to try 


which could arrive firſt. They ſtopped a 


* Ah d—mn you,” 
the beaſt a kick, © but if I don't kick my 
old uncle out———” 


At that moment, having received a wink 
from his companion, the ſpeaker turned 


his head, and both their hats were off in a 


moment; and the Duke and Baronet in- 


ſtantly recognized their familiar friends, 
Meſſrs. Stuart and Ramſay in theſe laſt 


comers, and concluded that their apparent 


ſurpriſe aroſe from the ſight of them; but 
ſoon found they were not the only people 
who had ſtartled them, as Crutley ex- 
claimed : 


io Why, the devil fetch me if that an't 


ſaid the laſt, giving 


* 


few yards beyond the party they had de- 
ranged, and jumping off their horſes 


rn 
— 


way. 


— 
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Sir Charles found it impoſſible to keep his 
countenance at this unexpected diſcovery, 
and the Duke was obliged to look. another 


% Why you don't ſay ſo l cried Colville. 
By God but I do though,” and with- 
out ſtirring a ſtep, he looked the Rarqnet. | 
full in the face. 
What was it the raſcal faid pray, Sir 
Charles ?—ſomething about kicking me?” 


m8 4 only ſaw the gentleman | kick his horſe, | have 
8 You 
* Ah! but by G—d I heard ſomething you 
about kicking me Pray approach, Mr. kick 
Scape grace, looking at the young man, 66 
who had not moved an inch, but now conſt 
crawled towards him with trembling ſteps, 7 
bowing every yard, and looking more hum- be d 
ble than when he flunk out of the Pump. cant, 
Room the morning before. Pray, Sir,” good 
aſked his uncle, as he approached, where | to th 
was you. going to kick me to * TRUE that 
| 1 and} 

* Bleſs: 3 
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ec Bleſs me, my dear uncle, I am Very 
happy to ſee you.” 

Ves, for the ſake of your eyes, _ for 
what you think to get out of me, I dare ſay 
you are, replied Crutley, with an ironical | 
laugh ; © but I will be d——d if you kick 
me out of any thing more — Where was 
you going in ſuch a mighty hurry? ? 

« To pay my reſpects to You, my dear 
Sir, f in Wales,” 

* Oh mighty well—I am very happy 3 
have ſayed you the expence and trouble.— 
You may kick back again, James—I give 
you my word I have done with you !—Go 
kick ſomebody elle.” 


« Really, my dear uncle, 7M have * 


conſtrued what ] ſaid. M 

« Ah! perhaps I might once; but I will 
be dd if my dear uncle is to be kicked or 
canted out of any thing farther —A. d—d 
good joke, an't it, your Grace ?” turning. 
to the Duke: © after having half ſupported. 


that young man from the time be was born, 


and Narr not ſeen him theſe five years, then to. - 
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meet in at the riſk of being rode over, 
and done a miſchief to, and to hear myſelf 
threatened with a kicking ?-—No, no, I am 
ſatisfied—your education is finiſhed—pray 
keep up the fine gentleman upon the fifty 
pounds a-year your father left you, as long 
as you can,—You are quite the thing, juſt 
fit tor a mountebank's ſtage I am ſure you 
have impudence and aſſurance enough for 
the firſt performer S Damme, your betters,” 


alluding to the Duke and Baronet, whoſe 


dreſs he ſurveyed, can content themſelves 
with plain cloth coats, whilft 400 can mp 
to add filk to your's pe” 


© They were dreſſed in the-ſmart morning 
great-coats already deſcribed. —Stuart kept 
aloof; he was not acquainted with my uncle, 
nor did he think the preſent a propitious 
moment to 1 his fend to introduce 
him. 


The Dent who rather pied then both, 


took this Ry to walk into the houſe, 
and 


we 


9 


and Sir Charles followed bim, leaving Col- 
ville good-naturedly doing all in his power to 
widen the breach. They were ſhewed into 
a parlour which overlooked the yard ; as 
ſoon as they were alone 


„What two old miſers, Charles!“ ex- 
claimed the Duke; * dare ſay the poor 
devils have not got money enough to return 
into Scotland.“ a ng 

«© Very poſſibly not; for Ramſay's great 
dependance ſeemed to be uf on his uncle. 

« Tt muſt be acknowledged they are a | 
pair of boaſting fools,” continued the Duke, 

% and are very much to blame in aſſuming 


the airs and appearance they do; yet I vow 


I Pity them.” 


Sir Charles allowed that Ramſay' 8 3 


was very unfortunate, though he thought 


the panegyric he beſtowed upon his uncle 
at the Pump Room, made him rus delerve 
the mortification he had met with. | 


« Very 
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Re Very true,” rejoined the Doke ; « but 
I am afraid the old fellow is not much better 
than he deſcribed him.” 
As they were ſtanding at the window, they 
ſaw the Parſon and Colville juſt then enter- 
ing the 0 and heard the former luy— 


Fou may ſave ſomething by returning 

as you came, my park. . 

. Tbe forlorn young men remained in the 
back - ground, looking very ruefully at each 

other. The Duke inſtantly took out his 

pocket - book, and putting ſeveral notes into 

the Baronet's TO faid— | 


Do pray, Charles, carry Ramſay theſe 
as from his uncle, who did not chuſe to 
give them him before Mr. Colville, and de- 
fires he would not thank him for them ; but 
don't give him any falſe hopes—tell him tis 
the laſt money he will ever receive from 


him —As they found us in converſation 


oY - RETRY 
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with the old fellow, he won't fo much won- 
der at your being the bearer of his bounty, 
which he will attribute to his with to appear 

generous in our eyes.“ 


J won't fay they are hardly deſerving 


your bounty,” ſaid Sir Charles ; but I am 


pretty certain, were they in your place, they 


would not act in the ſame manner,“ leaving 


the room, and delivering the notes and con- 


certed meſſage to the diſcomfited young | 


man. | ” 

« Oh d—mn the old ſkinflint l cried the 
grateful Ramſay, who believed the impro- 
bable ſtory, from not being poſſeſſed of ge- 


neroſity enough himſelf to gueſs any body 


would make him ſuch a preſent; © what, he 
is conſcience-ſtricken—an old thief, to abuſe 
me as he did !—]I ſuppoſe he thinks this an 
equivalent for his il}-uſage !—Damme if I 


5 han't a good mind to chuck the paltry ſum,” 
it was more, the Baronet was certain, than he 


had ever had at one time in his poſſeſſion, 


< into the water, and the old rogue after it. 


He is going to- be married do you know, 
Sir 
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Sir Charles :—Damme I will fit bim for that 
trick | py | 


* Come, come,” Gd 8 & Lat am n glad 


he has ſent you this.“ . 
Why it an't worth thanking the old 
cCurmudgeon for; 1 wanted to have bought a 

horſe.” a 

Sir Charles feeling by no means intereſted 
in the diſpoſal of the money, wiſhed them-a 
good morning, and returned. into the houſe, 
while they once more mounted their horſes, 
and ſet out upon their return; and within 


three minutes after their departure Lord Val- 
mont arrived, who exclaimed, the moment 


he 8 the Duke and Baronet - 


| 


«© What have you bam deing to thoſe 


| two elegant young men I juſt now met ?—I 
mean thoſe 1 ſaw yeſterday morning at the 
Wells—they were calling down vengeance 
upon re s head.“ | 

The 
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they 


The Duke related what had Juſt paſſed, 


and the misfortune that had befallen Crutley 


and Colville, who, notwithſtanding the in- 
tentions they had profeſſed of dining on this 


fide the water,, were Preparing to embark 


for Wales. 


The Earl was highly amuſed, and aſſured 
the Duke he brought her Grace's full per- 
miſſion to accompany him upon his intended 
tour; therefore propoſed giving orders con- 
cerning dinner, and adviſed the diſmiſſal of 
the curricle and attendants. His Grace 
complied with his wiſhes by ſending his 
grooms home in his vehicle, ordering them 
to leave their ſaddle-horſes for the uſe of Sir 
Charles and himſelf. | 


The three gentlemen then walked towards 
the waterſide, having perceived a ſmall boat 


advancing under a preſs of ſail ; and as there 


was a ſmartiſh breeze, it came at a great 
rate, While they were debating upon what 
they thought both imprudent and dangerous, 
Vol. Iv. * they 
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they penn a man in the King's livery, 
and ſoon gueſſed it was the Welch mail, 
and as the horles were putting to the coach, 
meant to carry it to Briſtol, which was ſtand- 
ing upon the beach, it put the matter be. 
yond a doubt. 


« They are certainly much beyond their 
time,” ſaid the Earl; © I ſuppoſe they wait- 
ed for the Iriſh mail, which was probably 
coming into port when they were ſetting off, 
elſe it is not unfrequent.for them to proceed 

without it.” ; 


The boat ran on ſhore very near where 


"5s they ſtood, and the firſt perſon who-landed 


was a tall, handſome man, about five-and- 
forty, who inſtantly exclaimed— | 


„ The Lord be pratſed — am now in 
England, I think, and 1 hope my danger is 
pretty well over if ever I am caught in a 


n again, . in Wales, 


0 Thank 


re 
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Thank God, we all eſcaped unhurt, Sir,” 


interrupted the guard, © ſo you muſt not 


mind now—-I will enſure you for ſixpence 
from any more accidents between this and 


London.“ - 


«.T am much obliged to you, Mr. 
Guard,” replied the ſtranger ; © but as I 
ſhould not place the moſt implicit faith in 
your kind offer, I ſhall beg leave to be ex- 
cuſed travelling any farther with you if I 
can get a poſt-chaiſe here.“ 

A waiter, who had come down to receive 
the paſſengers, told the gentleman he might 
be accommodated with any thing at their 
houſe. 


ſaid — 


«© Some accident, 1 am afraid, Sir, made 
you thus late.” 

« Yes, Sir,” the ſtranger replied, << though 
have been affured that our misfortunes 


H2 have 
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have been trifling to thoſe which frequently 
occur in this conveyance. We have merely 
been once abſolutely overturned, and in no 

| ſmall danger of being rolled down one of the 
WMelch mountains in the dark; and have 
fince broke .down twice in conſequence of 
our firſt accident; therefore, in future, when 
I travel in a ſtage-coach, it ſhall be by day- 
light, that I may ſee how far I have Bot to 


| fall. 25 


This was ſaid in a very facetious tone; 
and two other paſſengers, who confirmed the 
account, added, that they ſhould be ex- 
ceedingly ſorry .to loſe their agreeable com- 
panion—they ſhould have been much more 
frightened but for his kind endeavours to 
' Inſpire them with hopes and courage; and 
he appeared ſo little alarmed in the moment 
of danger, that they were aſtoniſhed at his 


thinking of parting company. 


« I could not help myſelf at the time,” 


— the enn and it has always 
been 
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been my maxim to put up with difficulties I 


could not remedy, with a good: grace, and 


without tormenting thoſe about me.“ 
« But pleaſe to recollect, Sir,“ ſaid the 


guard, you have paid your fare for your- 


ſelf and ſervant all the way up to London, 
and the proprietors never return any part 
of the money.” 

« Then I muſt put up with that misfor- 
tune alſo, my friend; I will make you a pre- 


ſent of mine and my ſervant's places, if you 


can find any body to ſupply them ;—it 
will prove more beneficial than enſuring my 


ſafety.— I did not make uſe of the mail. 


through motives of economy, but from a 
wiſh to travel expeditiouſly and comfort - 


ably ;—beſides, I was aſſured - bbut here, my 
friend,“ giving the guard five ſhillings, te you 


could not help what happened, and were in 
more danger than myſelf.” Then calling to 


a ſervant, he addreſſed him in a language no 


one preſent ſeemed to underſtand. The 


man immediately went to the boat to take 


charge of his maſter's baggage ; as the mail 
1 was 
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was ſo very late, all was hurry and buſtle to 
get it off. The ſtranger, therefore, obſerved 
that he already began to feel the comfort 
of independency : had he gone forward in 
the coach, he muſt have waited till he reach- 


ed Briſtol before he ſhould have been ſuffer-, 
ed to dine, and then moſt likely not have 


been allowed half an hour for that purpoſe. 


While he was ſpeaking, he looked ſeveral 
times * anxiouſly at the Duke, though 
not rudely, and withdrew his eyes as ſoon 
as he thought he was remarked. He had 


bowed to him very politely upon his firſt 


landing, and his Grace had returned the 
compliment; bat the travellers having ſeen 
their baggage taken out of the boat, pro- 
ceeded towards the houſe. 


That ſeems a very agreeable man,“ ſaid 

Lord Valmont; „what countryman do you 

think he is, Duke ?” 

An Engliſhman I ſhould ſuppoſe; he 

does not ſpeak our language like a foreigner.” 
4 1 
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c J could ſwear that he is not a F rench 


ed 
rt emigrant,” obſerved the Baronet. 
1 There J agree with you, Sir Charles,“ 


u- I r<plied the Duke; © he is much too gene- 
r. © 70s for a Frenchman, He addreſſed his 


ſervant in one of the Northern languages, 
therefore 1t is poſſible he may be a Dane or 


a Swede.— Still I am very much inclined to 


| put moiſt faith in my firſt conjecture.” 


; As they had returned towards the houſe 
during their debate, they now perceived the 
gentleman in queſtion at a window with a 
| waiter, who was evidently n out the 


Duke to him. 


O 


Sir Charles made the remark, obſerving 
the waiter was anxious to inform the ſtranger 


the rank of their gueſts. He had ſcarcely 
ceaſed ſpeaking ere the gentleman came out 


to take leave of his fellow-travellers, who 


were about being hurried into the coach. 
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« He is certainly a very polite man,” ſaid 
the Duke, © and as he has excited our cu- 
rioſity, ſuppoſe, as he means to dine here, 
you aſk him to join our party, Valmont ?— 
The waiter has, no doubt, informed him who 
we are ; therefore, if he is a foreigner, it will 


give him a high opinion of our national po- 


liteneſs. I am convinced he will prove a 
very amuſing companion; beſides, we have 
allotted this afternoon to diſcoveries.“ 

True,“ rejoined the Earl, © and if you 
are ſerious, I poſitively have no obje&tion.” . 

I never was more ſo in my life; ſome- 
how 1 think I have ſeen the ſtranger before, 
though I poſitively can't recolle& where; 
but the more I looked at him, the more his 
features appeared familiar to me; and from 
his having repeatedly ſeemed to ſcrutinize 
my phyſiognomy, I think he has ſome know: 
ledge of my perſon.” | 

« Very. probably,” replied the Earl; 
« but he turns out to be an Engliſhman for 
a hundred.“ 8 


* 


CN have abſolutely forſwore | gaming, 
Valmont, that my children may. not ſuffer 
by my folly ; and ſince you find it expedient 


to raiſe your tenants, I would adviſe you to- 


adopt a fimilar reſolution.” 
c What a model of excellence thou wilt 


be in time, Durham!“ replied the Earl, 


ſtepping forward to addreſs the ſtranger, 
whom he requeſted would join their party, 
ſaying they meant to dine early. 

ec Independent of every other confi dera- 
tion, Sir,” replied the ſtranger, © your polite- 
neſs won't permit me to put a negative upon 


your kind offer; accompanying the three 


friends into the room which had been pre- 


pared for them. 


5 After making a lively apology for his dirty 


appearance, the ſtranger informed them he 


bad landed the preceding morning at Haver. 
ford Weſt from Leghorn; and not having a 


carriage of his own, or any Engliſh ſervants, 
he had made uſe of the mail- coach; and, 


accidents. apart, acknowledged he had not 
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found it an uncomfortable conveyance, but 


very ill calculated, from its neceſſary expe- 
alen, for Welch roads. 


Though his diſcourſe was addreſfed to the 
three gentlemen, his eyes were very fre- 
quently turned upon the Duke, who was 
rather embarraſſed by his ſcrutinizing looks, 
though he was more than ever perſuaded] he 
had ſeen him before, and was half tempted 
to mention his thoughts; but the fear of 
appearing curious or impertinent, prevented 
him from giving way to his curioſity. By 


his own account he came from Leghorn, 
therefore might belong to the Britiſh Fac- 


tory eſtabliſhed in that city, and thus have 
ſeen him when he landed there from Smyrna ; 
as ſeveral of the Engliſh merchants had 
treated him very politely during his ſhort 
reſidence in that city. 

After all, he might not be an Engliſhman. 
The friends particularly hoped to have their 
curioſity gratified upon this point, though 
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none of them choſe to put any queſtions to 
the ſtranger, whom they almoſt perſuaded 
themſelves ſedulouſly avoided the very ſub- 
jects from which they hoped to derive their 
information; and they could not blame him 
for what certainly might be termed prudence, 
in company with total ſtrangers. His man- 
ners were thoſe of a gentleman, and his re- 
marks both appropriate and judicious. 


Two or three times during dinner he ſeem- 
ed loſt in thought, but was no ſooner con- 
ſcious of his abſence of mind, than he aſſumed 
an unuſual gaiety; indeed, though all of 
them exerted themſelves to pleaſe, a ſort. 
f generally prevailing myſtery put a. re- 
Icaint upon their converſation ; for when 
the waiter was laying the cloth, in anſwer” 
to an order of the Earl's, he replied, © Yes, 
ay Lord; but a look ſilenced him, and it 
125 merely plain Sir afterwards to whoever. 
poke. 


H 6 Having 
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Having finiſhed their repaſt, and puſhed 
about the bottles for a ſhort time, the 
ſtranger ſaid, it was with regret he muſt tak: 
his leave of ſuch good company, for he was 
in haſte to reach London, giving orders for 
a poſt-chaiſe and four; and being ſoon in- 
formed that it was at the door, he took x 
very polite leave of the three friends, hoping 
that accident would one day again ſtand his 
friend by throwing him in their way, and 
_ departed, leaving them as much in 1gnorance 
as when he joined them, as to what country 
he belonged, what had brought him to 
England, and every other circumſtance the 
wiſhed to know concerning him. He might 
be a Leghorn merchant, or an Italian Prince 
for any thing they knew to the contrary. 


_ Having drank juſt ſufficient to put them 
in proper ſpirits for their intended tour, the 
Earl propoſed ſetting off; it was the right 
time of day to find his tenants at home, o 
in their fields—the day having been ver 


fine, though the autumn had been very wet 
. Th 


out upon what Sir Charles termed their 
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The Earl undertook to be pilot, though, he 
obſerved, he hardly knew ſome of his own 
eſtates, as it was ſo long ſince he had been in 
Glouceſterſhire. His firſt farm was rather 
better than a mile from the inn, from thence 
they lay pretty well in their road home ; he 
merely meant to call upon a few of his 
tenants, whom he had marked out : the 
horſes were therefore ordered, and they ſet 
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CHAP. X. 


Frey had proceeded very gently about: 
half a mile upon the bank, or as the country 
people term it, ſea-wall, which confines the 
tide when it overflows, when they overtook 

an old fiſherman with his baſket at his back, 
and another ſmaller one upon his arm ;—he 
was juſt come up from. his fiſhery, which 
conſiſted of a long row of wicker traps or 
decoys; placed at low-water as far as poſſible 


within the tide, and are ſo faſtened down 


that they are not diſcernible at high water; 


it is in this manner they catch vaſt quan- 
tities of ſhrimps, a few ſalmon, cod, ſoles, 
&c. Lord Valmont was explaining the con- 

ſtruction 
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ſtruction of theſe machines to the Duke and 
Baronet when they overtook the old man, 


whom he inſtantly addreſſed with 


«© How do you ſell your fiſh, my friend?“ 
* I have not got any thing that would 
ſuit you, gentlemen; I have not been in 
luck this evening, for I have only taken up 
a few traſh, _ fit to feed my ducks 


with.“ 


* What, do you feed your ducks upon 


fiſh ?“ enquired his Grace. 


„Fes, Sir, and if you paſs my cot, you 


will ſee near a hundred very fine ones.“ 


« T ſhould be afraid they would taſte of 


fiſh,” ſaid the Earl. Who is the Lord of 
your Manor here ?—I ſuppoſe you rent your 
right of fiſhing of him.” 
No, Sir, our Lord of the Manor an't 
ſo mean as all that comes to, neither ; all his 
tenants who have a right to feed cattle upon 
theſe wharfs, have a right of fiſhing, ſo they 
let them to us of the trade. I rent mine of a 
widow woman, who lives at that houſe,” 
| pointing 


; + 


| 
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given him many a little fiſh to put into his 


x60 HARcOURT. 
pointing to one at ſome diſtance, and a very 
hard one ſhe is; I pay her five ſhillings 
a-year more than many of my neighbours do, 


and that is money when quarter-day comes 
round; but I don't find that ſhe is a bit 


richer than thoſe who: are not ſo exorbitant 
in their demands,” | 


The gentlemen tried to ſuppreſs a findle 
while the Earl faid— 


« Perhaps the good lady is forced to make 
the moſt of every thing ;—her landlord may 
ſet her the example of making exorbitant 
demands?“ | 

« Not he ed, Sir; ſhe has got one of 
the cheapeſt farms upon the Level, and as 


good a Lord to live under, though he never 
comes amongſt us; — but I have heard that 


he is returned to old England, nay *tis re- 
ported he means to ſpend his Chriſtmas in 


Glouceſterſhire God ſend he may — He 


was a funny little rogue when a boy.— I have 


fiſh- 


i 


v 
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fiſh-pond, and was no loſer by the bargain, 
though he uſed» to complain that they did 
not live, and _ I did not do any thing 
to hurt them.“ 

« But ſince you ſay his Lordſhip lets his 
farms cheap, and your landlady, by your ac- 
count, don't thtive very faſt, J am afraid 


there is ſome bad management in the caſe.” 


« Why I will tell you what, Sir—ſhe has 


got an odd family, which don't concern me, 


you know. The old woman has lived here 


near fifty years, and I have been here more 
than half as long ;—but, as I ſaid before, ſhe 


has got a queer and a large family, all at 
home with her, three boys and two girls. 


Now they are all rich, though the old wo- 


man is really poor ; they are all maſters and 
miſtreſſes, and yet not one of the five ever 


ſpeaks to any two of the others; nay, 
the old woman herſelf has not ſpoke. to her 


two eldeſt ſons for years, and is frequent- 


ly ſeveral months without addreſſing any 
one but her eldeſt daughter, who 1s a ſort 


of interpreter to all the reſt, though ſhe 
never 
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never ſpeaks to more than two of the family 
The three ſons will work in the 


at a time. 
fields at this ſeaſon, week after week, without 


exchanging a word; yet they all agree in one 


reſpect, which is to rob their mother as 
much as they can, by keeping flocks of ſheep 
in the lanes or upon theſe wharfs, beſides 
beaſts, hories, or no matter what; and when 
opportunity ſerves, they pop them into a fine 
Held at a diſtance from home, and turn them 


out again unobſerved, if they can; but if 


one of the others finds them, why they ſave 
them the trouble, often at the expence of 
the poor animal's bones, who can't help their 
owner's raſcality. In the winter they con- 
trive to feed them by ſtealing hay from thoſe 
ricks leaſt in ſight, and a hundred other pi- 
tiful tricks; for which reaſon not one of 


them will ſtir from home for fear of leaving 


the field open for the others. The girls have 


their ſhare of the ſpoil among the pigs and 
- poultry, by. which means a very excellent, 


very cheap farm has become impoveriſhed; 
| 0 | — 


thou 
mad 

Earl 
old 


not 
juſti 
into 


cc 


lute] 


ſhou 


of th 
had 
your 
will 
whe! 
rate 
othe 
waat 
more 


houſ 
toge 


told 


were 


HARCOURT. 163 


though any induſtrious man would have 
made a fortune by it in half the time.“ 


« A curious family indeed,” ſaid the 


Earl, laughing 3 ; © I don't wonder that the 
old woman is poor :—it is a pity her ſons are 
not rather more induſtrious, for if they did 


juſtice to the land, they would put the more 


into their own pockets.” 

6 True, Sir l can't ſay they are abſo- 
lutely lazy, only each 1s afraid the others 
ſhould reap the benefit of his labour : either 
of the two eldeſt would do very well if they 
had a farm to themſelves ;—as for the 


youngeſt he is a downright ſot. But there 
will be a ſtrange alteration, I am of opinion, 


when the old woman dies: they muſt ſepa- 
rate then, and if ever they do all ſpeak to each 
other, it will be in a general quarrel about 
what ſhe leaves behind. —But what is ſtill 
more extraordinary, you might be in the 
| houſe a hundred times, and ſee them all 
together, without remarking what I have 
told you, —That lane,”” pointing to one they 
were going to croſs, © runs paſt their door.“ 
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« I am determined to ſee ſome part of 
this curious family,” faid the Earl; „what 
ſay you, e ? We will tell them we 
have loſt our way.“ 

e Agreed,” ſaid the Duke. 

ce | hope, gentlemen,” interrupted the 
fiſherman, rather alarmed, you won't take 
notice of what I have been ſaying ; for I 
ſhould loſe my bread by it, mayhap.“ 


« You may reſt aſſured we have no ſuch | 


intention, my honeſt friend,” faid the Earl, 

putting a guinea into his hand; © as you 
have been out of luck, that will help to make 
up for your diſappointment.” 


Ihe old man, having eyed the Earl and 
the guinea for ſome moments in ſilence, 
pulled off his hat, W 


* a0 bene it is my dear Lord him- 
ſel whether or not, God bleſs you, and 
thank you, Sir !—But if you are my Lord, 

: you have convinced me that you have not 
forgot the old fiſherman. ”- . 
Bidding 
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Bidding the old man good night, the 
three friends rode down the lane, diverted at 
the account they had heard of the family 
they were going to viſit, which was among 
thoſe the Earl intended to raiſe, who now 
obſerved, ſince they did not chuſe to ſepa- 
rate, he muſt try if he could not effect an 
alteration in their ſentiments, as he was cer- 
tainly not inclined to favour ſuch an unprin- 


cipled ſet. 


They ſoon reached the farm- yard, or 
Barton, where the three brothers were at 
work upon a hay-rick; and the moment the 
ſtrangers appeared in ſight, the old woman 
and her daughters came out of the houſe 
to take a full view of them. 


His Lordſhip ſaying that he had loſt his 
way, enquired the, neareſt road to Farmer 
Wilſon's, where he next meant to bend his 
ſteps. The eldeſt of the brothers was ſpokeſ- 
man, though they were all ready enough to 
talk to theſe ſmart ſtrangers; and during a 
quarter 
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quarter of an hour or more that 18 gentle⸗ 
men ſtopped, they obſerved, as the fiſher - 


man had told them, they never addreſſed 


each other. 


His Lordihip converſed with them upon 
farming : the old woman complained of hard 
times, and her dreſs was- not calculated to 
make any body ſuppoſe ſhe had accumulated 
a fortune. The two daughters were very 
neat, though rather too formal and preciſe. 


The eldeſt ſon, the three gentlemen 
agreed, ſeemed an intelligent fellow, whom 
a wiſh to oblige made really polite, as he 
walked ſome way with them to put them 
into the neareſt road, after having offered 
them a mug of cider, which they declined, 
and proceeded down ſome narrow dirty lanes, 
where, owing to the wetneſs of the ſeaſon, 
they were in ſome danger of ſticking faſt. 


| 'The Duke hoped the conſtitution of his 
Lordſhip's tenants was "Ne". to the 
| {ſwampy 


HARCOURT, | 167 


ſwampy place they ſeemed to inhabit, and 
wondered how they ever got half a mile from 


home in the winter, much more eight or-ten 
miles to Briſtol, 


- 


The Earl was not ſure whether the winter 
ſeaſon was not the beſt ; they ſtepped eaſier 
through the mud, which was now intolera- 
bly ſtiff. —Sir Charles, who was behind, pro- 
teſted he began to dread he ſhould ſee them 
diſappear, and had his doubts whether he 9 
ought to proceed; but the Earl aſſured him 1 
they ſhould ſoon fall into a better road. 5 


* 16 imbollible, he continued, to 
mend theſe lanes, from their having no bot- 


tom, and ſtone being at a very great diſ- 
tance.“ 


The Duke thought the farmers ought to 
be paid for living in ſuch a place, inſtead of 
the Earl talking of raiſing their rents. 


ee W hat- 
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be Whatever you may think of my eſtate, 
replied his Lordſhip, I can aſſure you it is 
a very valuable one. This is the famous 
Level which produces all the beſt Glouceſter 
cheeſe, and half ſupplies Briſtol with milk 
and whey, butter, &c.; but there i is Farmer 
Wilſon's ; he is a new tenant of mine, a 


friend of my ſteward's, who has been ex- 


pending a couple of years” rent in putting his 
houſe in repair, &c. and yet has let him the 
farm upon the ſame terms as the laſt tenant 
held it, which I think by no means fair ;— 
but let us hear what they have got to ſay; 
the houſe 1s certainly very much improved. 
1 will aſk here for Farmer Dawſon's, to whom 
I mean to pay 'my next viſit.” 


They therefore rode into the farm-yard, 
and ſaw between twenty and thirty fine cows, 
being a drove from an adjoining field, and two 
women ftanding ready with their milk-pails; 
they were neither young nor handſome, 
though one gave the party a much bolder 


Kare than the . while the Earl ſaid 
= Pray, 


huſband was here! 


blame us for loſing our way. 


* 
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7s Pray, good 3 is this the way to 


Farmer Dawſon' 1 


« No, to be ſure it an't,“ pls the for | 


wardeſt; * what buſineſs have you here, 
riding through folks“ grounds? I wiſh my 


Lordſhip to underſtand that ſhe was the 
miſtreſs. 1 


« Well, my good lady, we did not mean 


to offend ; —as we are unacquainted with 
this part of the country, you ought. not to 


been told that farmers are the moſt hoſpita- 


ble ſet of people in the world, and, to be 


honeſt with you, we are very dry can you 
beſtow a little milk upon us?“ | 

( Beſtow a pail full of dirty water upon 
you ſooner, and that you nd is very handy, 
My milk I give to my pigs.” ? 

"x hope you {kim it firſt,” ſaid the Earl; 
« but your benevolent. looks almoſt belie 
your words however, if you can't ſpare 
us a little milk, perhaps you can treat us 
with a draught of cider, which you have in 
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great perlection, and in great abundance, 


In this marſh, I am informed?“ rol 

« don't want none of your ph, fel- 
low, nor ſhall | give you any cider,” “ 

&« Will you ſell us ſome then! . 

« ] don't keep a public-houſe, and thele 
are not times to give any thing away.” 

All poor, by . faid the Duke, 
in French. 

Les, they will all agree in that reſpect 
you find,“ replicd the Earl; & but I am of 
opinion this woman's inſolence ariſes from 
the contents of her ſtrong box.” 


At that moment the huſband appeared, 


and the wife began to lay her complaints 


before him. —Theſe gentlemen had rode all 
acroſs the fields from Farmer Barlow's lane, 
and after doing the Lord knows what da- 
mage, were come a begging milk or cider, 
forſooth !—She admired their impudence. 
he huſband aſſuming, an important air, 


laid | 4, 


& You 


4 4, ww A, 2 


fro m3 


aF 


one of your neighbours,” 
 « {6 that I am convinced it is a bridle road; 
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« You had better take care, gentlemen, 
what you do—this is no thoroughfare, and 
I ſhall make you pay damages if you come 
this way again. What do you mean by aſk- 
ing for drink at my houſe ?—lf my cellars 
were full, I-would not give a drop to people 
who come in ſuch an impudent manner—lo 
pleaſe to go about your buſineſs.” 

« Upon my word you are a very civil, hoſ- 


pitable couple, faid the Earl; « have you 
Jot any children * 


They both flew out, and deſired them 
once more to begone about their enn, 


mo we were directed acroſs theſe ſields by 


and I ſimply aſked that well-ſpoken lady to 


direct us to Farmer Dawſon's, where I am 


known ; therefore I am rather at a. loſs to 
divine how I can have offended people of 


; your mighty conſequence. —lI wiſh you both 
| I'2 a very 


replied the Earl; 


— 


; ® ö 
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a very good evening, and hope, when we 
meet ak Ou will be in a better hu⸗ 
mour.””: | 3 

Oh, joy ko you, Mr. e 
cried the wife; „e care no more for 
- Farmer Dawſon than we do for you. We 
can pay our way as well as he can, any day 
in the year, and you may tell him ſo if you 
chuſe it.“ 


« Aye, you may tell him ſo,” repeated 


the huſband. 


The gentlemen burſt out laughing, and 


rode off, to the no ſmall mortification of the 


: enraged farmer and his wife. The Earl ſaid 
he ſhould enjoy ſeeing the former on F riday, 
- and aſked his companions if they expected to 
have been half ſo much amuſed ?—=They 
azreed that there was every reaſon to ſup- 
poſe this farm was underlet ; and the Earl 
began to have a much worſe opinion than 
before of his ſteward. | 


Sir 


So = «@ > 


A ö 
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Sir Charles offered to lay any bet, if it 
could but have been proved, that this polite 
lady had been the ſteward's miſtreſs. 


Not an unlikely conjecture,“ replied ' 


the Earl; © however J ſhall enjoy ſeeing 
the huſband again. But here is another of 
my farm-houſes in view remember this 


— 


one m_ built.“ 


They ſcon reached the gate which led into, 
a ſort of front court, over-run with weeds, 
with here and there a patch of potatoes, 
cabbages, &c.; and a few remaining poſts 


which had ferved to ſupport paling long? ſince : 


conſigned to the fire or oven. 


* Zounds, what a place!“ exclaimed the 
Earl; * Ialways conſidered this as the moſt 


modern houſe upon my eſtate this ruinous 


court was once very well laid out. What a 
confounded ſloven this fellow muſt be land 
yet he 15 among my principal tenants.” 


13 While 
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While his Lordſhip was aaking SED re- 


marks, having ſtopped his horſe for that pur- 

poſe, a woman came out of an adjoining | 

"i ſtable, with a pail in her hand; ſhe was fol- 

lowed by four remarkably dirty children, 

tio of each ſex, from ten pony old down 
to two. | 


« I no longer wonder at the deſolate ap- 
pearance of the garden,” ſaid the Duke. 


The lady having diſcerned them, took a 
full ſtare before ſhe arrived at a well very 
near them: ſhe was dreſſed in what had been 


a a white bed-gown, a mob-cap untied, and 
her black greaſy. hair coming through the 


crown in various places. While ſhe ſtop- 
ped, being doubtful whether to retreat or 
advance, ſhe was ſurrounded by the group 
which followed, whoſe queſtions the gentle- 


men could not underſtand. The mother, 


to whom they were not equally unittelligi- 
ble, exclaimed in a violent rage— | 


ce Get 


\ 


we Get out, ye parcel of hell-cats !—fure 
never poor devil was plagued as I am!“ 


« She really has ſomething of the ap- 


pearance of a fiend,” remarked the Duke, 
in a low voice, © and her brats may be ſtyled 
imps !—Altogether, -I think your tenants, 
Valmont, are pa originals.” 


While he was enk the lady RE: 
her Hell- cats from her, OY | 


« Get out of my Way, or I will fling two 
or three of you into the well, that I may 


have a few minutes reſt on this fide the 


grave! — Call your father— tell him if he 


don't come and help to ſarve the pigs, they 
may ſtarve for what I care. Here, Millum, 
where the devil are you, you lazy beaſt ?—! 
taking your pleaſure while I am killing my- 


ſelf to maintain your filthy baſtards.” 


\ 


a * ſmile among the gentlemen, ſhe 
14 advanced, 
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advanced, and ſmacking down her pail at 
the well, ſaid,” looking at them 


tully begotten as any body's.” 
No doubt, my good woman,” replict 
the Earl; *“ pray who lives in this houſe?” 
] do,“ ſaid ſhe, folding her arms acroſs, 
* and pray what of that?“ 
Is your name Dawſon ?' 
| No hat elſe do you mean to aſk ?”. 
| „Where Mr. ae reſides?—1 thought 
hae had lived here.“ 
Z Then you were miſtaken for once in 
| your life he lives acroſs the fields yonder, 
| more than a mile from here; though this 
| houle, like many more, belongs to him.“ 
1 74 1 is a very rich man then, I pre- 
ſame d | 3 
« don't know nothing about that.— I 
pay my way as well as he does, I mu be 
bound.“ 


„„ But ! is this Hout his © own ?” 


„ Oh! 


Ah I dare fay that pleaſed you; but 
I would have you to know ny are as law- 


BARCOVET: | - | 


« Oh! like many more — kiſſing goes by 
favour nowa - days — he holds four farms now 
—] remember when he only held this, and 


went to market twice a week with his butter, 
cheeſe, and eggs, beſides pork and veal, 


when he had it as people ought to do; but 


now he 1s too great a man—his cheeſe is 
taken away by the waggon load at a time, 
and his Nen is all diſpoſed of to ſhops by 


the year. 
Then he made ſome money ſeemingly, 


"Wy he lived here 2” 


* Yes, F6% 1 believe he did truly 2 
will ſhew whether it will proſper with him. 
If right had theic right, I might have ſent. 


away my Cheeſe by the waggon load, in the 
room of his doing ſo.” | 

„Then it is a pity you had not your 
right,” rejoined the Earl; © you ſeem truly 
deferving of Fortune's favours.” 


This kind ſpeech ſmoothed the lady's 
hitherto wrinkled brow ; and eager to impart 
a ſecret that ſhe had wearied all ber neigh- 
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bours with repeating, ſhe drew nearer the 
gentlemen, and in a lower voice thus be- 


« T lived ſervant with Farmer Dawſon for 


a matter of five years, and though J ſay it 


myſelf, I won't turn my back upon any ſhe 


in the country for work, and I had my ſhare 


on it in his family, God he knows !—I uſed 
to milk, churn, make the cheeſe, aye, and 


farve the beaſts too, beſides other odd jobs. 
But ten years ago, come the fifth of next 


month have reaſon to remember the day, 
for I was married a fortnight after, and my 


Shuk, that there biggeſt girl of mine, will 
be ten years old come the twelfth of Decem- 


ber, ſo I can't make a miſtake 
This wiſe calculation had nearly FIN 
the gentlemen's gravity ; but as they even 


ſuppreſſed their miles, ſhe continued— | 


« Well, on the very day I mentioned, I 


| dreamt that 1 ſhould find a large pot of 


8 - 


money; 


mone! 
dream 
end I 


« V 


| the o 


night, 
twelve 
kde, 
and t. 
ſtandi 
mone 
I] alm 
drean 
miſtre 
at me 
her ar 
with 
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money; ; ſo to be ſure I tells miſtreſs of my 
dream in * morning (I ſlept in that there 
end room,” pointing towards the ſpot, 
« over the milk-houſe as was then)—Well, > 


| he only jeered me but the very next 


night, juſt ater the liouſe- clock had ſtruck 
twelve, a lady all in white came to my bed- 
kde, as ſure as I am alive to tell the ſtory, 
and told me to raiſe the very ſtone I am now 
ſtanding upon, and there I ſhould find the 
money I dreamt of the night before — Well, 

I almoſt perſuaded myſelf this was only a 
dream, do ye ſee, t though I repeated. it to 
miſtreſs in the morning. She. only laughed 


3 


at me, as ſhe had done afore ;—but mind 


her art: hikes me off to the ſhop at Weſton, 
with half my breakfaſt, for ſome candles, 


and before ever I comed back, the ſtone had 


been removed, and the money was gone.“ 
e But how were you ſure it was there?“ 


aſked the Earl. | a 

« How, why becauſe I was ſure; and cer- 
tain too, and ſo I told miſtreſs, though ſhe 
denied. having ever touched the ſtone; 


16 : Ade 
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a howſonidnever ſhe gave me a new gown on 
my wedding - day, to ſtop my mouth ;—but 
from that very time Farmer Dawſon began 
to riſe in the world. There was an old houſe 
which ſtood in this garden, and had been pulled 
down a few years before; this well was very 
near the door, which made it much handier 
than 'tis now; but folks ſaid, and told true, 
no doubt, that there houſe was haunted, ſo 
that was the reaſon it was pulled down, and 
, thiſm here built. But Farmer Dawſon never 
liked 7hijm after he came by his ill-gotten 
riches, and fo, from one thing to another, 
he became fo great a man that he now hold; 
four farms: two of the other houſes are fall- 
ing down, but as //i/m is newly built, why 
it may chance to ſtand a few years longer.-— 
C- ſe all great folks, ſay I they don't care 
if they do but get the money for their land, 
what beco mes of the houſes. There wasn't 
four prettier farms in all the marſh, and 
they once ſupported as many families; then 
poor folks could get a drop of milk for their 
families, but now I will be c—f—d it the 


farmers 


U 
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farmers an't as bad as their proud Lords, 
and mayhap worſe, if a body knew t'others. 


There are ſome new-comers at that houſe 


_ acroſs the fields, and there an't their fellows 
for impudence they would ſpare one of 


their teeth ſooner than a ſpoonful of milk; 


and as for a foot of land, if one would give a 
drop of one's heart's blood for it, one can't 
have it.—I only kept a few geeſe to run in 
theſe lanes, juſt to make a few ſhillings to- 


wards paying my rent, and what does my 
ſurly landlord do but knocks two of them 


on the head, becauſe they happened to get 
into one of his fields, and ſwore he would 
kill the reſt, and turn us out of doors if 


ever he caught them there again ;—there is 


a fine fellow for you; and to be ſo ſharp to 


me too, who have been the occaſion Of, all 


bis good fortune. —ſe his heart, liver, 
and lights — Would I had the letting him 
down in this bucket, I warrant me it ſhould 


be ſome time beiore I pulled him up 
again,” 


At 
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At that moment a ſhort, fat, 1 


figure about forty, with his hat in one hand, 
and a dirty handkerchief in the other, croſſ- 


ed a ſort of bridge in ſight, which led into 
the lane, conſiſting merely of a piece of round 


wood cut out of the neareſt hedge, and which 
formed the only communications between 
the different fields, which are all ſurrounded 


by deep ditches, generally full of water; — 
ſtrangers are therefore very apt to become 1 
of the marſh by talling in, over head and ears, 


and are very fortunate if they eſcape drown- 


ing-an accident that but too n 
happens. | 


The loquacious lady no ſooner ſaw him. 


than ſhe let down her bucket, ſaying, with 
a wink—< That is him,” — and amply made 
up for her late abuſe of him by the moſt 


ſervile civility to his face—told him he had 


walked too faſt, and aſked him if be would. 
have a little cider. 


-% 


” Yes,” | 
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6 Yes,” he replied, 56 g and fetch me 
jus. | i 


While the was gone, the Earl tried to 
draw the farmer into converſation ; but 
found him a ſly, leering, impudent fellow, 
puffed up with the idea of his own ſelf- im- 
portance, though, like the reſt, he com- 


plained of the times, and very cavalierly 
aſked them how they came there at that 


time of night, and where they were going? 


«© We ſtopped here, Sir, faid the Earl, 
1 to enquire our way to Weſton, not Know- 
ing which of theſe two ane will lead. us 
thither.” 

«Oh 1 wonder that you have loſt 


yourſelves in our lanes. Keep to your right. 


EA ſuppoſe you are Briſtol gentry.— Take 


care you an' t fluck faſt; here is a good ride 


to 9 * 


The — now began to move for- 


ward, but heard the farmer aſk his pane- 
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gyriſt where thoſe fellows ſprung. from da. 


They loſt the anſwer, having turned to the 


W into a a very pleaſant green lane. | 


ce Wal faid the Ear, „we wil only 


call upon one more of theſe amiable tenants 
of mine, and then purſue our ride home.“ 


TI e Duke obſerved it was almoſt Hime, as 
the ſun 1 was let. 

by I think 1 knows my way now,“ rejoined 
the Earl, and the houſe I mean to viſit is 
in our road. Farmer Barlow is one of my 
leaſt tenants, though not one of the pooreſt, 
I have been aſſured ;—his cottage is hard 
by, and report ſays he has realized a little 
fortune out of a very ſmall farm I only 


hope, for the honour of the Level, that he 


will prove rather more civilized than Farmer 
Wilſon, or the conſequential Dawfon.— 
The firſt queer ſet were, at all events, the 
moſt decent people we have met with, I 


find 1 ſhall have lome trouble to ſettle them 


alt - 
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all to my mind, and a total revolution I am 
determined ſhall take place among them—T 


will introduce equality, if not liberty, in my 


intended arrangements.—But what think 
you of the ſtory of Dawſon's luck?“ 


The Duke feared the good lady who had 
related it, would infallibly be turned out of 
doors, if the farmer knew how induſtriouſly 
ſhe propagated a report ſo very derogatory 
to his honour, _ 


They were. laughing at the notion, and 
were juſt turning a corner that brought them 
in ſight of Farmer Barlow's, when they ſud- 
denly pulled up upon hearing a very loud 
ſhout cloſe to their ears. 


The Earl Jooked bebind tiny ths Bus: 


ſaid the noiſe was over head, ſo thought Sir 
Charles, but had ſcarcely given his opinion 
ere a ſecond, ſtill louder than the firſt, af- 
failed their cars, and they directed their eyes 


towards the ſpot from whence it ſeemed to 


proceed, 
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proceed, and perceived a man exalted in a 
very high tree, who immediately repeated 
his ſhouts, which were as inſtantly anſwered 
three ſeveral times, and other voices were now 
| —_—_— heard, | 


O08 FROM along,“ cried the Duke, we | 
ſhall 1580 nnn entertaining I am of 


opinion.“ 


Having advanced a few yards, they per- 
ceived a crowd of people of both ſexes aſ- 
ſembled in the lane, who were looking up 
and laughing at two men perched in the very 
ſummit of the trees, which ran on each ſide 
of the lane, nearly oppoſite each other, and 
who were holding a converſation at the very 
extent of their voices, apparently for the 
amuſement of the folks below. 


As the gentlemen could only catch a 
word now and then, they were at a loſs to 
underſtand what it meant; nor was the Earl 
able to ſatisfy their op though he 

rather 
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rather thought the ceremony alluded to the 
concluſion of their harveſt. | 


« But this is not a corn country,” ob- 
ſerved the Duke. 

e True,” rejoined his Lorddidin * but 
they may celebrate the concluſion of their 
hay harveſt ; however I will have the matter 
explained, even ſhould I be obliged to make 
myſelf known.“ 


Riding up to the crowd, who gave their 
comrades in the trees three cheers as they 
prepared to quit their exalted ſtation, the 
gentlemen bowed to the aſſembly, which 
conſiſted of twenty, more or leſs, and the 
Earl then politely enquired the meaning of 
the foregoing ceremony. | 


1 Tis my harveſt-home,” replied a little 
flow, about five-and-thirty, in a ſmock- 
frock, with a large quid of tobacco in his 
mouth, and a face as yellow as a kite's- 
foot, | 


« But 


nw HARCOURT. 


„ But what is the meaning of the dif. 
cCourſe carried on by thoſe gentlemen in the 
trees, aſked the Earl. 

They were boltowidg the grey mare, 
Sir,” anſwered the firſt ſpokeſman ; „ har 
ing done my harveſt, they were ſending 
her 5 en Daten s athwart the feld 
there. | | 

The Earl wanted to have the matter het- 
ter elucidated, but could obtain no farther 
explanation ; and ſeveral of the group laugh- 
ed at their ignorance in not knowing what 
the grey mare meant. | 


« Well,” ſaid the Duke, in a low voice, 
ce if theſe people are but happy, what ſig- 
nifies what it is that amuſes them?“ 

The crowd began to move towards the 
cottage the Earl had informed his friends was 
Farmer Barlow's, who they preſumed was 
the perſcn that had anſwered their queries, 
who now laid — 


„ What, 
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he 7 What, bound for Briſtol, gentlemen?” 
« If we can find our way, replied the 
v. 86 0! 1 we will put you in the cizht road, 
no Ml cried the farmer; „but ſuppoſe you alight, 
as and take a cup of drink to put you in heart; 
this lane is c—{—d bad towards the bottom. 
Come, you will be heartily welcome ;—this 
t. is my greateſt holiday in the whole year 
cr indeed 1 have but two, the other is the is i 
h. after Chriſtmas-day, when I ſhoot all day 
at long, from day light to dark—I never do a 
ſtroke of work on that day, do 1 Poll?” 
catching hold of the hair of a little, dirty, 
e, MW mezgre-looking woman, who was walking 
2- before him. . 
* (. ſe you, Bill, be * ” cried the 
wife, „there is no bearing you of your ho- 
La idays—with all your ſhooting, I never knew 
as you kill any thing worth a pound of ſhot, 
as except one of my chickens, which you ſhot 
s, upon the muxen for a wager, and that was all 
clear as out of my pocket.“ 5 


This 


, 


\ 


Na 


* This tory, Swing into br the nine. 


FT ty- ninth time, created freſh mirth, 1n which 
- Bill very good-naturedly joined ; and having 


| hung the gentlemen's horſes to the ſide of 


replied ; 


bis cart-houſe, begged them to walk into hi 
hovel. 


Indeed it hardly deſerved a better 
name, and the furniture perfectly corre- 
ſponded with the houſe. F 


Come, gentlemen, fit ye down,” faid 
Bill, if you ſtay but an hour or two, you wil 


pay no more,—Poll, fetch out poor Jack.” 


Poll was flow in underſtanding him, for 
avarice was her predominant paſſion ; ſhe 


therefore did not approve of his order. 


„ You are in a devil of a hurry,” ſhe 
let the folks get into the houſe 
before yon begin to cram them—but this 1s 
always your way I wiſh this day only 
came once in ſeven yours; and that would 
be too often.” 


She 


ue 
15 


1d 


he 
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Sa bess while ſhe (| pan but ſoon 
returned with a large jug of what Bill very 
properly called drin, as it had not one ſingle 
good quality to recommend it; but upon 
the jug was a repreſentation of Poor Jack, 
and Diddin's celebrated ſong annexed, 
c Come, gentlemen,“ ſaid Bill, ſeizing 
the favourite cann, „my ſervice to you all, 
and I wiſh you ſafe home when you do go, 
though I hope it won't be yet awhile.” 

„Ah guzzle away,” ſaid Poll, © that is 
all you are good for.“ 


« This is always the caſe with the wo- 


men,“ ſaid a good- looking young farmer, 


laughing ; you gentlemen an't up to our 
marſh cuſtoms.“ | 


The Duke, to whom the ſpeech was ad- 


drefled, only ſmiled, and received Poor Jack 


from Bill, who hid taken-a hearty draught. 
He then inſiſted upon their being ſeated, and 
only wiſhed he had a larger and better room 
for their accommodation; but he was 


; obliged 


| obliged to put up with this e and 
be hoped his friends would excuſe it; bad 


\ 


„ 
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as it was, it ſtood him in a mort of money. 


The Duke and Baronet gave the 'Earl a 


look which he perfectly underſtood, and they 
ſeated themſelves; though Poll began to ex- 
patiate upon the :badneis of the roads, the 
danger of travelling by night, the diſtance 


they were from Briſtol, &c. &c. they did not 


chule to take her broad hints, and Bill de- 
fired Watſon, the young farmer, to ſtir the 


fire, ſaying— 


46 Let's De merry—drink about, good folks 


—never mind Poll, Iam maſter to-day ! 


Watſon did as he deſired, hoping he ſhould 


warm all the company at his houſe on Mon- 


day. 5 5 


« Ah plague on't!“ ſaid Bill; « if I had 
ſuch a houſe as your's, Watſon, I could treat 
my friends as I ought.” 5 


ce If 


child 
VC 


x 
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« Tf you had his money, you mean,” re- 


joined Poll; like your wiſhing for a larger 


houſe, and talk of treating as you ought, 
when we work like two negroes to get a bit 


of bread. to put into our mouths—up early 


and late, and out in all weathers, and never 


have a ſoul, except upon a day like this, to do. 
æ cher for uus. | 


„ You certainly work hard enough, both 
of you,” replied Watſon ; but I ill be dd 


if it is through neceſſity: you ſtarve your- 


ſelves in the midſt of plenty, while T live as 


a man ought to do. Look at me, and bluſh ! 


[can't lay by money, it is true; but I con- 
trive to live and pay niy rent upon the deareſt 
tarm Lord Valmont has ; and you are al- 


ways grumbling, who hold one of the 


cheapeſt ; and will $074 kill yourſelves in a 


very few years more, to ſcratch a large ſum 


of money together that nobody will thank 
you for when you are gone. — If | was mar- 
ried, I ſhould like to lay by a trifle for my 


children; if 1 had any ;—but as I can't do 
VOL. IV. 1 2K more 
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more than live as it is, I have no thoughts 
of altering my condition. Vour fears of a 
family have long ſince ceaſed.” 


Poll ſimpered, but thought it was a for- 
tunate circumſtance as times went; and Bill 
reminded Watſon that his farm was as large 
* as the one he occupied. 


ie he replied, « and I Wt pro- 
per ſervants to aſſiſt in the management of 
it, while your hay is oſten ſpoiled for the 
want of hands.—I had rather be a ſervant 
than ſuch a maſter — However, I hear my 
Lord is in England, and come, or coming 
into Glouceſterſhire, and then you low-rent- 

ed farmers will be raiſed.” 
Tue devil take him for his pains,” re- 

torted Bill. 5 0 

« ] am ſure we muſt run away,” ſaid 
Poll; „but I ſuppoſe you won't e no 

more nor us, Watſon ?” ö 
« ] only hope, if my Lord does come 
amongſt us, he will be pleaſed to hear what 
| | we 


ts 


ws ö 


to be met with, and I will be d 
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we have to ſay for ourſelves,” and not Leave 
us at the mercy of his ſteward; who has al- 
ready raiſed me a good third within theſe | 


two years, | becauſe I told him my mind. 
But I am determined, let what will be the 
conſequence, I will apply to my Lord him- 
ſelf, and aſk him if he thinks he has done 
me juſtice, as more than halt the tenants 


ſtand at the ſame rent they did fifty years 
ago. However, rather than pay another 


ſixpence, I would turn out; though I dare 


ſay there are mean fellows ready enough to 


take my farm at any price, at the certainty of 
impoveriſhing the land, and the riſk of paying 


the rent, fo at laſt either break, or run away, 
and leave the farm a hundred pound the worſe 


for their experiment. There are other places 
d if any 
can be more uncomfortably ſituated, though 


the and may not be ſo W as it is about 
here. [ents i (1 


«© That is the very 5 keeps 10 many 
of us in theſe ſwamps,” ſaid Bill, 


K 2 . 


1 1 G > " _ . "” Oy 2 ey * 1 i . 
r * WW cc rr o 7 ed, ES: 4 RT 
2 — nn ft Med cog? e LDA S Sy wy OO ONT. tf ST -&3 
J 8 — 8 * D n . 3 x 2 P TRE io OLA IF 
* NY Wy „Ata Leto nt She . N N Derr f n 
4 » . 3% C 2 + 2 2 * 2 "7 FP Ly . * * V - F 


N -a4wal 7 L 
2 px LI 
| ID 


N A 2 x 
oe I he ag 
8 


196 . HARCOURT. 


..,_* They haxe no other recommendation,” 
Watſon anſwered; but my land is not half 


ſo good as a great part of your” 5, and nearly 
double the rent. 


1 


5 


— 


” Before Bit 1 could bh Aa fit out man, 


very wel mounted, rode up to the gate. 


Here is the Prince of the Svampers,“ 


exclaimed Bill; *“ this is my Lord's head- 


tenant, gentlemen,” looking at the three 
ſtrangers, © and the greateſt farmer in theſe 
parts ;” going to meet him, and wondering 
what wind had blown him thither. 
Ves, 'tis Mr. Conſequence, ſure enough, 2 
faid Watſon ; he don't mind my Lord, 
he ſays, and would tell him his own for half a a 


farthing,” 


59 


A 


Poll, PRE willing to pay her court where 


i 


there was a chance of being a gainer, called 


-out to defire Bill would aſk Mr, Oſborne if 
0 he would not alight for a few minutes, 


This 


fez 


HARCOURT. 197 


This great man was ſo much ſuperior to 


his little neighbours, that he was not con- 
ſcious of its being the harveſt· home; but 


perceiving the three horſes belonging to the 
gentlemen, curioſity induced him to alight 
and enter the houſe, giving a general ſtare 
round him, then nodding his head to W at- 
{on, Laid 


% What are you here, Ned ?“ and took a 
ſeat one of the party an riſen from for his 
accommodation. 

We were juſt 3 of my Look Mr. 
Oſborne,” ſaid Watſon ; * his ſteward ſeems 
to hint that he means to raiſe ſome of us 
when he comes down ; and it is rather ex- 
peed he will be preſent at the audit.“ 

„What care I?” he anſwered; „I value 


no Lord in eee ain an inde- 


pendent man.“ 


« Yes, yes, that we all know, Mr. O. 
borne,” ſaid Bll, « you have nothing to 


fear you have pretty well done your buſi- 
neſs,” ; 
3 " Why, 
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Why, as to that, neighbour, I thank c 


God I am above the world ; and I only wiſh I wif 
that every body was of my way of thinking : - walk 
my Lord ſhould turn de himſelf if he calle 
does mean to raiſe his rents. gave 

$ 575 55 i „ and 
Bill W he would ſecond Mr. Oſ- unde 
borne if he would but ſet the example. 
Let us hear what my Lord means todo {on : 
firſt,” replied the great man, * then you Oſb 
ſhall ſee what I will do.“ mer 

« Why you will be one of the firſt to lanc 
comply with' any exorbitant demands his a-ye 
Lordſhip may think proper to make,” ſaid a hu 
3 ae. _ dal. . kno 
5 | dair 
T bis 1 put the . gentle- aſks 

man upon his mettle, and made him ſwear wit] 

he would fling up every foot of land he held him 
under Lord Valmont, if he raiſed it more 0 
than four ſhillings an acre, and he would ſaid 


not keep ſome he had even at that price. ſo | 


3 \ 
| dr 1 


| „„ But 
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But 1 find T only hinder your mirth; ſo 
I wiſh you all a good night,” and out he 


walked, deſiring Bill to remember what he 
called about. This he readily promiſed, and 


gave Poll a wink ſhe perfectly underſtood, 
and ſoon ſlipped out with a bottle and glaſs 
under her apron. 


« I ſmoke the brandy- bottle,“ ſaid Wat- 


ſon; I knew Bill's drink would not ſuit 
Oſborne's fat carcaſe. That fellow, gentle- 
men, holds two excellent farms under my 
landlord, for which he pays ſeven hundred 
a- year, and has one of his own beſides, worth 
a hundred and fifty pounds a- year more; yet 
knows no more of farming than my old 
dairy-maid. But he can have any thing he 


aſks for, and my Lord's ſteward often dines 


with him, becauſe he is Fig and can 1 give 
him plenty of good wine.” 

„Since he is ſo ignorant of his buſineſs,” 
ſaid Lord Valmont, 4 how came he to get 
lo forward in the world? 
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e Becauſe his friends were born before 


him, Sir :—he has made his money by deaths 
and marriages ; and from-holding the cheapeſt 
and beſt land in the country, he can't help 
getting money like dirt.— He will go home, 
now he is three parts drunk, and will ſit up 
ſmoking and drinking, all alone, till three 


o'clock to-morrow morning perhaps, which 


is what he calls enjoying himſelf as an inde- 

pendent man may do. Yet, for all his talk, 

he would be very much mortified if my Lord 

was to make any alterations; though tis a 

ſhame that a man of his property ſhould 
hold the quantity of land he does.“ 


The entrance of Bill and Poll gave a turn to 
the diſcourſe; when the former inſtantly ſaid — 


6 Come, who begins to ſing firſt * 


Wat ſon, you are the man; but put about 
Poor Jack firſt.” 

« 1 ſhould. be glad to do any this to 
me the company,“ and immediately, 
without any farther ceremony, be began a po- 

e | pular 


Fd 


pular ballad, in which the reſt. joined. 


chorus. 


He was the principal vocal performer the 
gentlemen ſoon found, indeed the only one 


who might be faid to ſing, as all the others 
merely ſqualled. The ſtrangers were called 
upon in their turn, and Lord Valmont, who 


{ung a very good ſong, obliged them to their 


prevailed till he had concluded, when they 


all expreſſed their approbation according to 


their feelings. Every other ſong was familiar 


to all, and not unfrequently three or four 


joined in the ſame, as the more noiſe, tlie 
more they enjoyed it, till the gentlemen grew 
intolerably tired, and talked of taking leave 


of their hoſpitable hoſt; but Poll, who was 


a great finger, and who had obſerved: her 
favourite Jack frequently paſſed without 
being raiſed to their heads, declared ſhe had 
never heard ſo good a ſong as the gentleman 
treated them with, and begged he. would 
give them one more before he went away z, 

8 «Ks. while 
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while Bill ſwore they ſhould ſtay and eat a 
mouthful of what they had got in the houſe, 


The Earl pleaded the diſtance from Briſtol, 


and the bad roads the farmer had mentioned. 
Watſon immediately ſaid, if the gentlemen 


would do them the favour to'ſtay, he would 


ſee them ſafe as far as Weſton Common, after 
which the road was not only quite ſtraight, 
but alſo very good. The Earl was afraid it 
would be taking him out of his way. 


„D mn the man who would not go 
cout of his way to do any body a ſervice !” he 
anſwered ; 
but proper to tell you, the lane you are going 
down is dangerous in more reſpects than one; 
for Farmer es often meets the devil 


there. 
« Do hold your nonſenſe, Watſon,” cried 


Bill ; “you know I threatened to box with 
the firſt who told me of that ſtory, and 1 
dare ſay there is no danger ;—the woman is 
buried, and ſo there is an end of it.“ 


26 Not 


ce beſides, gentlemen, I think it 


cc : 
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« Not in your imagination though,“ 
quoth Watſon, laughing; * and I know 


you dare no more go down that lane at this 


time of night, than you dare to fly; for you 


muſt know, gentlemen, a neighbouring far- 
mer's maid had the misfortune to drown 


herſelf in one of our ditches that runs pa- 
rallel with this lane, about a fortnight ago, 


owing to her being rather in liquor; and the 
very night after, our friend here, returning 
home from an adjacent village, met this poor 
woman, or the devil in the ſhape of a large 
brown dog, Who refuſed to let him pals till 
he had beat a large ſtick he had in his hand 
all to ſhivers ;—nay, he can ſhew the remains 
of his weapon, which broke off, he ſays, inch 
by inch, till he could hardly hold it in his 
hand, which you muſt acknowledge was 
very extraordinary.“ 1 | 


Bill confirmed the ſtory, and produced the 


remains of his ſtick, enlarging upon all the 


dreadful circumftances that had attended his 


nocturnal adventure, to the no {mall terror 
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204 . HARCOURT. 
of ſome of the company, and infinite amuſe- 
ment of the others. 


Watſon, when he had concluded, obſery- 
ed, ſome unbelieving people pretended to ſay 
that they had ſeen ſeveral Pleces of this iden- 

| tical ſtick lying the next morning round a 
large ſtone by the fide of the road, and that 


the farmer was too drunk to diſtinguiſh that 


from a dog.—This Bill vehemently contra- 
dicted ; he never was more in his ſenſes in 
his life, and this dog, or whatever it might 
be, was a hundred yards from the ſtone in 
queſtion, 


All Poll knew of the matter was, that his 


hair ftood an end when he came home, and 
he had not a dry thread about him, nor 
could be ſpeak intelligibly for more than an 
hour. —Bill tried to place theſe proofs of his 
pufillanimity to the ſcore of Poll's invention ; 
but Watſon made him acknowledge that he 
had once run ready to burſt himſelf acroſs a 
field, becauſe he had ſeen ſomething white 
under 
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under a hedge, which turned out to be a 


cow with a white ſtreak that ran round her 
body, and that he had another time fought 


with a gate-poſt, which flung him into the 


dirt, and ſent him home covered with 
mud and blood. 3 905 


Bill took all in good part, and ſeveral more 
ſtories were told which did not redound very 


much to his honour; but the friends per- 


ceived that moſt part of the company had a 


great dread of ghoſts and hobgoblins, and 


would rather go a mile round than near the 


place where any body had been drowned, or 


come to any other miſhap, and were ſtill leſs 


inclined to venture paſt a houſe that was. 


reported to be haunted ; and no ſmall num- 


ber in the marth bore that reputation. 


The clock having ſtruck ten during theſe 
ſtories, which had made many of the gueſts. 


turn their eyes towards the ſolitary candle 


(four- and- twenty to the pound) which hung 


ſuſpended from the chimney · piece in an iron 


2 5 6 5 candles 7s 
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candleſtick, expecting every moment to ſee ſhe 
it burn blue the gentlemen roſe to depart, ſhe 
but they were ſo much preſſed on all fides app 
to ſtop and eat a bit of ſupper, that they boc 
found it impoſſible to refuſe the cloth was 
therefore ſpread, and the remains of a boiled ] 
leg of mutton, a hock of bacon, and various WA) 
forts of garden- ſtuff, all cold and jumbled wo! 
together in the ſame diſh, were placed A | the 
the table. + oe e ns l 
| ; fro1 
Poll wiſhed the gentlemen had W thaw | rec 
at dinner, to taſte of theſe delicacies when me 


hot; as it was, they muſt make the beſt 
ſhift they could, for ſhe had nothing better 


to offer them. If they had not been afraid ral 
of depriving Watſon of his ſupper, who in- no 
ſiſted upon ſeeing them ſafe to the bottom on 
of the lane, the friends would have declined boy 
partaking of this homely meal, which want- | ac 
ced cleanlineſs to recommend it; but as it was, and 
they ſat down, and each ate a ſlice of the bacon, ou 
which was not ſo bad as it looked :—untor- un 
tunately, the bread, which Poll told them we 


ſhe 


4 
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ſhe made herſelf, that ſhe might know what 


ſhe ate, was intolerably bad; indeed her 


appearance was not calculated to tempt any 
body to coincide with her notions. 

For the want of ſomething to ſay, and by 
way of hearing what character the company 


would give their neighbours, as none of thoſe 


the friends had ſeen during their ramble were 
preſent, they related where they had come 
from, how they had been loſt, and how di- 
rected; as well as the treatment they had 
met with at each houſe. 


Ihe three brothers at the art were gene- 
rally extolled for their prudence, and pro- 
nounced very good farmers by Watſon, Who 
only wiſhed, for all their ſakes, that they 


would ſeparate, as he made no doubt they 


had each money enough to ſtock a ſmall farm, 


and the mother would do much better with- 
out them, hinting that they were not a very 
united family but no one preſent ſpoke - 


well of the Wilſons; and the impudent, 
' lows 
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low-lived woman, who rented Farmer Daw- 


ſon's houſe, ſeemed beneath every one's notice, 


though they all, Watſon and ſome two or 


three others excepted, credited the ſtory of 


the pot of money, to which they wholly attri- 
buted Farmer Dawſon's . 


Supper over, and nothing but the drink 
produced, though Watſon ſpelt very hard, 
but all in vain, for the brandy- bottle, per- 
ceiving the gentlemen wiſhed to be going, 
he roſe, ſaying he would accompany them 
whenever they choſe. He was on foot, and 
the company aſked him if he would not re- 


turn ?—an unmarried ſiſter of Poll's was par- | 
ticularly preſſing; but he told them that he 


ſhould take the ſhorteſt cut home from the 


common, where he meant to: wiſh the gen- 


tlemen a good night; and away they went, 
without being offered a ſingle drop of the 
cordial to fortify their ſpirits againſt ghoſts 


= or devils—a remark of the Earls when at 


ſome diſtance from the houſe. Watſon re- 


probated Poll's: avarice very ſtrongly, declaring, 
both. 
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both ſhe and Bill would have TY no ſcru- 
ple of aſking for ſuch a thing at his houſe, 


or any where elſe where they thought it was 


to be had. 


* preſume they are worth money,” fad 
the Earl, 

« ] with I was worth as much, Sir ;— 
though I muſt acknowledge they deſerve it in 
one ſenſe of the word ; but there are not two 


more niggardly miſers in all England, parti- 


cularly Mrs, Barlow, who has not, as you 
perce ive, an ounce of fleſh upon her bones, 
and poſitively does more work than any man 
in the country, I only wonder how ſhe 
bears up againſt the conſtant fatigue ſhe un- 


dergoes ; bad the been good for much, ſhe | 


would have been dead long ſince. Between 
them they perſuade my Lord's ſteward that 
they can hardly live, and will even ſqueeze 
out tears when he talks of raiſing their rent, 
though poſitively their farm is dog cheap. But 
we are now come to the bad part of the lane, 
and as there is a deep ditch on each fide, it 

8 is 
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is really dangerous for ſtrangers and horſes 


which are not u'ed to the road—therefore 
pleaſe to follow me, gentlemen, as it will 


bear in ſome places, and in others your horſes 


will fink up to the very girths; and what 
makes it worſe, there are high trees on each 
fide, which make it as dark as pitch, and pre- 
vent it from _ drying, even in the height 
of Summer.“ 


The gentlemen ſoon found ks remarks 


” verified, but had not proceeded far before 


he exclaimed 


« We are very near the ſpot where Bar- 
low fought with the devil !—He is ſure to 
meet with ſome of theſe adventures when he 
gets a drop of liquor in his weak pate, and 
returns home by night. I made him roar 
out myſelf once like a young bull, as we 
were going home together on a fine ſtar-light 
night, becauſe, while he ſtopped behind me 
for a few ſeconds, I ſtuck my ſtick in the 


path with a white handkerchief upon it, and 
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ſtepped under the hedge out of fight ;- the 


moment he caught a glance of this dreadful 


apparition, he called out moſt luſtily, andas I 


did not anſwer him, was actually running 


back again, till I aſked what ailed him, 


and removed the object of his terror, de- 
claring I had ſeen no ſuch thing as he de- 


ſcribed nor does he know to this day that 
it was me who played him the trick, but 


firmly believes he ſaw a ghoſt; however, I 
found he was fo frightened, that I can't find 
in my heart to try his courage any more.“ 


While the gentlemen were laughing at this 
ſtory, having reached the very darkeſt part 
of the lane, Watſon tumbled over ſomething, 
and called out, Stop,” ſcrambling upon 
his legs while he ſpoke. | 


«, What is the matter?“ cried the Earl, - 


who was foremoſt, ſtopping his horſe. 

« By jingo, replied Watſon, with ſome 
heſitation, I don't know, but I believe 1 
tumbled over Barlow's devil; however I will 

fee 
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ſee what he is like—here are enough of us 
to ſtand a good bruſh with him,” beginning 
to grope upon the ground. AAS 


The Duke and Baronet had alſo pulled 
vp, and all remained filent for fome ſeconds, 


while W. arſon calle out 


0 Here he is, I have got him by the col- 
lar come, Mr. Devil, pleaſe to ſpeak, and 
let us know your commands.“ ; 

<« Js there really any thing?“ enquired 
the Earl; for I can't ſee a yard before me 
—I will alight.” 

Here certainly is ſomething,” replied 
Watſon, „in the ſhape of a man—but I 
believe he is dead. —Halloo !” ? 


A ſort of growling noiſe induced the 
friends to diſmount. Watſon, convinced 


the perſon he had fallen over had heard, if 


not underſtood what he had before faid, 
aſked— 
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Ho came you here >—and who are 
| TY 
you?! 
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Let me alone,” replied a-voice he re- 


| I cognized: for the great Farmer Oſborne's, 
WH © where is my horſe ?—he flung me down.“ 
| And you was too drunk to get up 
again,“ rejoined Watſon. 
The fiiends next enquired whether he was 
hurt? — And he grumbled out a negatixe, 
1 defiring them to leave him alone. 


« Why, as you are ſuch an independent 
1 man,“ ſaid the Duke, “ you certainly a are 
[ above accepting our aſſiſtance.” 
« True, Sir,” ſaid Watſon, * ſhall we 
leave him here rf. | 
1 Buy no means,” cried the Duke, he 
may find even Mrs. Barlow's cordial inſuf- 
fcient to prevent his being either {mothered 
1, or ſtarved to death though! really believe 
be may place his fall to her generoſity.—Is 
he far from home?“ 
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e About half a mile, Sir,” faid Watſon, 
raiſing the fat figure, who, by the help of 
his arm, was able to reach the end of the 
lane. | f 


As the road was now very good, and per- 
fectly familiar to the Earl, they took leave 
of the friendly Watſon, who aſſured them 
he would ſee Oſborne ſafe home, and in re- 
turn the Earl told him he ſhould ſoon, he 
| hoped, have an opportunity of convincing 

him he was truly ſenſible of the politeneſs he 
had ſhewn them. They then made the belt 
of their way for Elton Houſe, where Lord 
Valmont choſe to accompany his Grace, 
N to leep there. 


The Ducheſs and Mr. Elton were excel. 
ſively happy to ſee them, as the lateneſs of 
the hour, for it was paſt twelve o'clock when 
they arrived, had made them fear ſome ac- 
cident had befallen them. But their ac- 
count of theirday's adventures made both her 


Grace and the worthy: man ample amends for 
their 
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* 


their paſt uneafineſs ; and after a ſecond ſup- 


per they ſeparated for the night. — The Earl 


left them immediately after breakfaſt, hav- 
ing made the Duke and Sir Charles pro- 
miſe to dine with him on the Friday, that 
they might have an opportunity of enjoying 
the aſtoniſhment of the various farmers they 
had ſeen during their ride, adding 


&«& J ſhan't make my appearance among 


them till after dinner, leſt I ſhould ſpoil 
ſome of their ſtomachs ; but I am anxious 
that your Grace ſhould hear, and I N ap- 
prove of my final . ; 

The Duke declared he expected to reap 
ſome benefit, and at all events great inform- 
ation from the reſult of their expedition; 
ſo aſſured him Sir Charles and himſelf would 
attend him at the appointed time. 
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CHAP. XI. 


_ As ſoon as he reached home, the Earl 


ſent for his ſteward, and deſired him to bring 
him the former, as well as the preſent rent- 
rolls of his eflate ; by which means he diſco- 
vered all the changes that had taken place 
during his minority, and ſince he became of 
age. Es , 


The ſteward endeavoured to convince him 
he had merely been actuated by a view to 
promote his intcreſt in all he had done, and 
: particularly adverted to the oreat lavings he 
- had made, by throwing two, three, and ſome- 
times four farms into one, which Were now 
| | let 
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let to men of real property, who paid near 


a third more for them than they formerly 
brought in: beſides their being in many 
places but one houſe, inſtead of four, to 
keep in repair 


« And what is 3 of the inane ſmall 


tenants ?“ enquired the Earl. 


* really don't know, my Lord ; ;—many 
of their houſes were not worth repairing, ſo 
have let them fall down, or converted them 
into ſtables or barns for the preſent occu- 
piers of the land.” 


But why 1s there ſuch an amazing dif- 
ference in the preſent rents ?—Some of the 


farms have been nearly doubled within theſe 
laſt ten years, while others pay no more than 
they did during my grandfather's lifetime.“ 


The latter had not been raiſed owing to 
tue badneſs of their land, which rendered it 
impoſſible for them to live, had he increaſed 
their rents. | 


vol. Iv. K - « Then 
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Then of courſe none are ſuſceptible of 
any farther riſe ?“ faid his Lordſhip. 

0 Pardon me, my Lord, there are ſeveral 
can very well afford to pay more : one far- 
mer in particular, of the name of Watſon, 
has been very inſolent when I mentioned 
your Lordſhip's intentions of raiſing your 
tenants, and even told me that he would 
turn out rather than pay a ſhilling more. 
And ſo let him, for I know a man wha wall 
give = pounds more than he does to- 

morrow.” : 

5 Indeed; why Wat on has bees. dy 
raiſed more than any of his neighbours ?” 

« His is an excellent farm, my Lord, and 
very e of e a ſtill further addi- 
tion.” 

„ It has long been in the poſſeſſion of his 
farnily, 1 find; therefore, ſince the land is 
ſtill ſo good, I preſume both his grand- 
father, father, and himſelf have, done their 
duty by it? Perhaps ſome of the others 


| have impoveriſhed, inſtead of 1 improving their 


| farms,” 


The 
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> of The ſteward looked rather confuſed ; and 


| the Earl, being perfectly fatisfied, told him 
ral he ſhould receive the rants before dinner, as 
ar- uſual, after which he ſhould introduce him 
n, to his tenants, to whom he ſhould impart 
ed the alterations he meant ſhould take place. 
ur The ſteward by no means approved of this 
Id meaſure, which tended to. leſſen his autho- 
e. rity; yet dared not ſtart any objections, but 
il took care in the interim to viſit his fa- 
2 vourites, that they might be upon their 
guard, and to give them a few general in- 


fſtructions; hinting that this whim of his 
Lordſhip's would probably turn out to their 
4 advantage. | | 


On the Friday, according to the orders he 
had reccived, he completed his buſineſs 
with the aſſemhly before dinner; telling 
Watſon, and ſome few others, they would 
have an opportunity of preferring their com- 
plaints to his Lordſhip, whom they would 
find perhaps leſs inclined to favour them 
8 ; 1 2 than 


. naRc ORT. 


than e ſhould have bees had my behaved 
bf me 


- Watſon aſſured wi he was perfectly eaſy 


concerning the event, though very happy 
that he ſhould have an opportunity of repre- 
ſenting his cafe to his Lordſhip; repeating 
that he would reſign his farm ſooner than 
pay a ſhilling more for it z—and this the 
ſteward thought fit to repeat to the Earl 


| when he went to give him an account of what 


had paſſed, and of the money he had re- 
ceived. 55 115 


His Lordſhip took no notice, but the mo- 
ment the Duke and Baronet arrived, im- 
parted to them all that had paſted between 
him and this difintereſeed manager, as well as 
the reſolutions he had formed re pecting his 
tenants; which they highly approved, and 
declared they would each follow his prudent 
example by comparing their former 'rent- 
rolls with their preſent, and endeavouring to 
do juſtice to all their tenants, = 
Dinner 
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Dinner over, the ſteward was ſummoned 
to uſher them into the large hall, where the 


farmers were impatiently waiting to drink 


their Lord's health. The Earl: advanced, 


and the ſteward preceded him, ſay ing 
« The Earl of Valmont, gentlemen.” 


4 7; 


Twenty-ſeven farmers were ſeated on each 
fide a very large table; all roſe the moment 


the ſteward ſpoke ; an arm-chair, occupied 
by his deputy during dinner, was now vacant 
for his maſter's reception, and two more were 


ſet on either hand for the Duke and Baronet, 


who thus took place of Meſſts. Oſborne and 
Dawſon, who, as the next greateſt men pre- 
ſent, had feated themſelves, by his -orders, 
by the fide of their kind friend. 


Had his Lordſhip made his viſit rather | 


later, they would not have been able to diſ- 


tinguiſh, and of courſe recognize his and his 
_ companions” faces ſo eaſily, and would there- 


fore moſt. probably have diſplayed more, 
4 CE 5 
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courage ;—as it was, Mr, Ofborne retreated 
ſo precipitately as the Earl proceeded to- 
wards the table, that he overſet his chair, 
and in trying to recover it in his haſte, not to 
. fay fright, rolled over it; and ſo great was 
the fall, that the room fairly ſhook, This 
little accident deranged the gravity of ſome 

of the company, particularly of Watſon, 
who fat lower down on the oppoſite fide of 


'- the table, hetween the polite Mr. Wilſon | 


and Farmer Barlow. The Earl hoped Mr. 


Oſborne was not hurt, and was very hum- 


bly anſwered in the negative ; while Watſon 
remarked that his neighbour was accuſtomed 
to falls. | 


His Lordſhip, having made his bow, en- 


treated the gentlemen would 2 their 


ſeats, his friends and himſelf ſetting the ex- 
ample ;—Oſborne and Dawſon placed them- 
ſelves at arms length from the table, and 


_- ſeemed not to know how to diſpoſe of either 


their hands or their bodies. Watſon and Bill 


were the only two of thoſe . acquainted 
| with 
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with the gentlemen, who, from being con- 
ſcious they had done nothing to offend, were 
happy to ſee them. Indeed Bill, having 
filled out his carcaſe ſo much that he had 
been obliged to looſen ſeveral buttons, 
ſeemed to ſwell to an unuſual ſize upon the 
ſtrength of having had the honour to treat 
his Lord and his friends, and concluded his 
fortune was made; he bowed ſeveral times, 
that he might be remarked before he ſat 
down. | 2 


The ſteward's conſternation was viſible, 
though he could not gueſs the cauſe f 
the evident confuſion his 5e, friends diſ- 
played ; indeed Mr. Wilſon was ſo much 
affected, and perſpired fo freely, that Watſon 
aſked him if he would have a glaſs of water? 
But the gentlemen having filled their glaſſes, 
and his Lordſhip having given, The Yeo- 
| manry of Glouceſterſhire,” thoſe who la- 
boured under the greateſt oppreſſion of ſpi- 
rits felt rather relieved. 


— 


L "2 The 


- 7 \ 


/ 


224 HARCOURT, 


The Duke and Baronet next gave toaſts 
appropriate to the moment, and a few ex- 
hilarating glaſſes induced Oſborne and Dau- 
ſon to draw nearer the table, and re- aſſume 
' a {mall degree of their former conſequence, 
when his Lordſhip thus addreſſed the com- 


oP — 


I rather preſume; gentlemen, my ſtew- 
ard has informed you of my intention to 
raiſe my rents, in conformity to the example 
of my neighbours; and though this is by no 
means an agreeable ſubject, ſtill, as you are 
all aſſembled, and it muſt be diſcuſſed ſooner 
or later, I chuſe to mention it thus openly, 
that every one may as freely object to my 
propoſals if they think them either ungene- 
rous or unjuſt. From ſome recent obſerva- 


tions that I have been enabled to make, Iam 


afraid there has hitherto been great partiality 


ſhewn in the diſtribution of my farms ; but 


more particularly in ſome. being under-let, 


while others are rated even above their value. 


Now I ſhould be very ſorry that any tenant 
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of mine ſhould have a juſt reaſon to com- 
plain that my land is let at rack- rents; ſtill 
I find all the other landholders in the coun- 
try have nearly doubled their rents; yet 
ſome of the gentlemen preſent, with whom 
I have converſed upon the ſubject, have 
complained very bitterly of the hardneſs of 
the times, and the difficulty they had to 
live, even at the preſent price they pay for 
their land. Now I have certainly far the 
moſt reaſon to complain, as the taxes fall 
much heavier upon me than upon any of 
you, gentlemen; and I would not pay any 
of you lo bad a compliment, as to ſuppoſe you 
don't know how to make as much of your 
land as any other farmers in theſe environs, 
who you know pay at leaſt a third more than 


many of my,tenants now preſent. I muſt 


therefore conclude :—W hat I mean to propoſe 
can't fail of meeting your general approba- 
tion;—my intention is to add twenty pounds 
a- year to every hundred, taking ail my farms 
as they ſtood twenty years ago.—As there is 


one in particular already raiſed much above 
T9 Be: - 
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the ſum I propoſe to add, that I mean to 
Tower, as I am determined every one ſhall 
pay alike; and as the preſent occupier, who 
has convinced me that he did not complain 
without reaſon, told me he found it a difh- 
cult matter to live, and was afraid to marry 
upon that account, I hope my preſent reſo- 
lution will remove his anxiety for the future, 
and T moreover promiſe to ſtand godfather 
to his firſt child; as I am convinced he muſt 
have done his duty by his land, or he could 
not have paid his way, oppreſſed as he has 

hitherto been.— It has alſo become a general 
cuſtom to throw ſmall farms into large ones, 
and I muſt own Ionce thought it a prudent 
. meaſure myſelf; but I am now convinced 
that I was doing an effential injury to the 
community in general; as a middling farmer 
finds it to hĩs intereſt to diſpoſe of the produce 
ol his land in retail, while the preſent over- 
grown yeoman difpoſes of all his butter and 
cheeſe in the wholeſale, and has thus hoarded 
up what it has not been his immediate inte- 
reſt to di pole of, therefore I mean to re- eſta- 
| 6 | Dlilh 
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bliſh all my ſmall farms; and thoſe gege- 
men, who may now hold two or three of them,. 
ſhall have their choice of one, or quit the 
whole.— But there is one gentleman preſent 
who has told me that he is an independent 
man, and that I may turn farmer myſelf if 
I do not abide by his offers ; him, there - 
fore, I take at his word; as, having a large 
farm of his own, he certainly can't want to 
rent more—at all events I ſhall ſtrike his. 
name off my rent-roll.—By theſe arrange- 
ments I ſhall have ſeveral farms to diſpoſe of 
a twelvemonth hence; and thoſe of my te- 
nants who may have ſons, not under twenty 
years of age, whom they wiſh. to ſettle, ſhall. 
have the preference, on condition that they 
always reſide upon their own farm; as I 
mean to have all the houſes put into proper 
repair, and ſome rebuilt.—1 preſume I have 
made myſelf ſufficiently underſtood ;.'if not, 
[ ſhall'always be at leiſure to be ſpoken with 
in a morning, and I muſt entreat that all 
complaints may in future be made to mylelt, 
as, ſhould I not be in the country, you. will 
3% 6 111 
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know where to direct to me ;—indeed ! 
mean, henceforward, to be my own ſteward,” 


The Earl ceaſed ſpeaking, and for ſome 
| ſeconds contemplated the countenances of 
his auditors in filence, No one ſeemed 
more diſconcerted than his ſteward, who caſt 
frequent glances at his favourites; but as 
they found he had loſt all his power, they 
even ſecretly accuſed him as being the occt- 
ſion of their misfortunes. 


His Lordſhip next filled his glaſs, which 
enabled every one elle to follow his example, 
and ſome of them were never more in watt 
of a cordial, particularly Oſborne—even 
Dawſon was not much better pleaſed ; the 
reſt were very glad it was no worſe, and thole 
who had long been trying for a little more 
land, rejoiced—Bill was among the latter,— 
Watſon was particularly flattered, and the 
firſt to break filence, by riſing from his chair 
with a bumper of wine in his hand, ſaying— 


ce My 


of entertaining your Lordſhip, —Pray do me 
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25 My Lord, permit me to 0 your 
health, and d—m—t—n to the man that 
murmurs !—I thank you from the very bot- 
tom of my ſoul for the honour you intend 


mel ſhar't now be happy till I am mars 


ried !''—Then having drank his wine, he 
turned to an elderly man near him Neigh- 
bour, tell Bet I ſhall be at your houſe to- 
morrow night; and, if you will accept me 
for a ſon- in- law, and ſhe for a huſband, I 
am her man as ſoon as ſhe will fix the day; 
but if ſhe takes more than a month to con- 
ſider of it, I can't wait.“ | 1 

„ Neighbour Watſon,” replied the old 
man, 99 ſhall be happy to be related to you; 
and Bet is more of a fool than I take her to 


be, if ſhe refuſe ſo good an offer. You 


have my free conſent, and ſhall have what 
money I can ſpare into the bargain ;—be- 
fides, I promiſe you, ſhe ſhan't ſtand ſhilly 
ſhally—you ſhan't be made a fool of.” 

« Then I hope, my Lord, before this day 
comes round again, I ſhall have the honour. 


the 
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the favour, as well as thoſe gentlemen, to 


drink to my ſucceſs ?” 


With this they readily complied, and his 


timely. addreſs ſeemed to break the thread of 
Mr. Oſborne's and Dawſon's gloomy reflec- 
tions, who both thought that this was not 
the proper time to addreſs his Lordſhip upon 
buſineſs; and, to drown ſorrow, they each 
of them applied to their favourite liquor 
(punch) ſo freely, that in little more than 
an hour they were unintelligible, and ſoon 
after Dawſon fell under the table. 5. 


Several more being in a ſimilar ſituation, 
the gentlemen took their leave of them, and 


had a hearty laugh over the recent ſcene; 


the Duke again declaring that he would fol- 
low his Lordſhip's example, who had the 
fatisfaction of ſettling the two eldeſt ſons of 
the firſt family he viſited in two of the farms. 
which Dawſon was obliged to vacate ;. of en- 


_ larging Bill's poſſeſſions, and. giving him a. 


little wholeſome advice; and of puniſhing 
| . | two 
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two inſolent, overbearing, low fellows, and 
returning them to a level with their poorer, 
though more deſerving neighbours ; while 
| Watſon, in addition to his farm, was ap- 
pointed his Lordſhip's bailiff, and never 
gave the Earl reaſon to repent that he had 
thus diſtipguiſhed him above his other 


tenants. | 


CHAP. . 
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CHAP. XII. 


Hs Grace now thought of paying the ex- 
cellent Mrs. Duncombe his reſpects at Kin- 
roſs. A rheumatic complaint had prevented 
her from hurrying to her grand-daughter in 
the ſeaſon of her affliction, therefore the 


Ducheſs was even more anxious than her 


huſband to ſee this much-beloved parent; 
though nothing but the certainty that her 
dear George was perfectly recovered, would: 
have induced her to conſent to leaving the 
_ eavirons of Briſtol, The worthy Elton, 
being alſo in very good health, agreed to ac- 
company them to Scotland, as he longed to 
ſee Durham Caſtle, Kinroſs, and all his 


grand- 


by 


>” 


”\# 


grandſon's other poſſeſſions in North Britain. 
It was therefore agreed that they ſhould leave 


Elton Houſe in a week, as the Duke wiſhed 


to ſpend a few days in London to ſettle ſome 
buſineſs relative to his late uncle's demiſe, 
before he ſet out for the North. - 


During this interval, Lady Fitzcarryl was 
interred at Clifton; and the Earl, under- 
ſtanding from Sir Charles, who at his re- 
queſt had attended the funeral, that the 
Duke was upon the point of leaving Glou- 
cefterſhire, determined to pay his Grace a 
viſit previous to his departure, to endeavour to 
thank him, as he cold the Baronet, for having 


ſaved both his r and ſoul from Geltiryc-- | 


tion. 


Accordingly, on the day before the one 
fixed for their journey, the Earl was an- 
nounced, before the party at Elton Houſe 
had left the breakfaſt-room ;—he was of 
courſe in deep "mourning, and as he was very 


much recovered, looked infinitely better than 


SHA | when 
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when he activa: at the Wells; Rin his 
crutches and evident confuſion made him 


appear particularly awkward. The Duke 


roſe to meet him, for he fropped a very little 
way within the door, being embarraſſed in 
taking off his hat, and not knowing what to 
do with it afterwards; his Grace took it out of 
his hand, and gave it the ſervant to lay upon 
the table. 
ce Set a chair !—I am very glad to ſee 
you, my Lord; can I aſſiſt you ?” 
« I thank your Grace,” ſaid he, in an agi- 
tated tone, 1 am very awk ward but 1—“ 
The Duke, to prevent any compliments, 
and to allow his Lordſhip time to recover, 
—_—— 


„ My Lord, allow me to introduce you 
to the Ducheſs of Durham, and my grand- 
father, Mr. Elton—Sir Charles and you are 
old acquaintances ;—and now let me entreat 
you would fit down.“ _ 

5 « Your 


\ 
V 
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« Your Grace does me honour—you will 
kill me at laſt by your condeſcenſion.— By 
Jaſus, I never trembled in the preſence of any 
man before !” 


The Duke declined anſwering him, re- 
newing his entreaties that he would take 
poſſeſſion of the chair which had been placed 
for him, ſeating himſelf, and ſtarting a ſub- 
je& very foreign to the purport of his Lords 


ſhip's viſit ; but, perceiving his drift, his 


Lordſhip ſaid 

4 Do me the favour, your Grace, to al- 
low me to eaſe my heart of ſome part of the 
gratitude I feel; accept my molt {ſincere 
thanks for the numerous obligations you 


have conferred upon me, which every perſon 


preſent mult know have been much beyond 
my deſerts.” | 


« Don't revert to paſt tranſact ions, I en- 


treat, my Lord. I ſincerely regret having 
in any ſhape been acceſſary to your misfor- 
tune; therefore, as we were both in the 

| wrong, 
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wrong, let's ſhake bands, and be friends in 
future.” 
« Your Grace is too kind,” king the 

proffered hand, while a tear of gratitude 
rolled down his cheeks ; I won't attempt 
to expreſs my feelings only regret that we 
commenced our acquaintance ſo very unfor- 
tunately for us both ;—T hope your Grace 
don't feel much of the bad effects of my 

unpardonable raſhneſs ?” wo 

„I wiſh your Lordſhip was no o greater 
ſufferer.— But let us forget the whole af- 
a.” | 
„ hope in God 50505 Grace will !—As 
for me, I juſtly deſerved what happened.—l 
hope I have loſt all my bad blood as well as 
my leg; if ſo, I ſhall be a great gainer in the 
end but I came with a full intention of im- 
parting my future plans and reſolutions to 
your Grace,” | 

« If you have any thing for my private 
ear, my Lord, : am ready to attend. ou into 
another room.“ 


„ Oh! 
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„ Oh! my follies have been too public 
to make me wiſh my future intentions ſhould 
be a ſecret. I have been an unaccountable 
extravagant fellow, but I have really for- 
ſworn gaming and drinking About half 


the fortune you have ſo generouſly beſtowed 


upon me, will clear my family eſtates, which 
brought me in a clear twelve thouſand a- year. 
80 1 did but get money, 1 never cared how; 
but your Grace's bounty has more than re- 


ſtored me to my former affluence, and I 


hope my paſt errors have taught me pru- 
dence. Had my wife lived, I would have 
done all in my power to make her happy.— 
I mean to live retired, and try, by the 
excellent example I have reaped ſuch 


benefit from, to do all the good in my 
Power, as an atonement, in ſome meaſure, 


for my paſt iniquities.—But not to tire your 
Grace with profeſſions, I will wiſh you and 
this good company a good morning.—l hear 
you are going to leave theſe environs.— I 
allo think of ſetting off in a fortnight to re- 
gulate my affairs.“ | 


x | | The 
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The Duke gave him a very polite invita- 
tion both to Durham Caſtle and Durham 
Houſe, and the Earl, having aſſured him he 
ſhould profit by his kindneſs, took his leave. 


Elton was afraid a week in London would 
overturn all his excellent reſolutions. The 
Duke declared he liked him better than he 
thought he ever ſhould have done, and was 
convinced he was ſincere in his reſolutions ; 


and thought a man, conſcious of his paſt 


errors, and who wiſhes to correct them, more 
praiſeworthy than one who lad never gone 
aſtray. 


* very true,” rejoined Elton, * and we 
have certainly no right to foreſce that he will 
not act up to his profeſſious. 


The company now took their accuſtomed 
airing, and the following morning ſet off for 


London; Lord Valmont having promiſed 


to viſit Durham Caſtle as ſoon as he had re- 


gulated his tenants according to his plan. 
CHAP. 


WO! 
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q N E muſt now return to the Mackenzies, 
1 whom we have loft fight of for ſome time.— 
, They had met with a very ſevere diſappoint- 

ment, as Mr, Colville informed the Duke ; 

and what made it the more mortifying to 
5 Lady Mackenzie, was its having been a 


] ſcheme that originated in her prolific brain, 
and ſhe thought ſhe had {e.zed a very pro- 
pitious moment to bring it to comple- 


1 tion. Having endcavoured to perſuade the q 
. wary Welchman that Archy would certainly 4 
1 be amply provided for by the Honougable 1 
: Mr. Douglas, ſhe ventured to hint that he A 

would be a very proper match for his daugh- 9 
; ED der, . 
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ter, on the very evening he had gained his law- 
ſuit; and as he had drank fo freely, and was ſo 


elated with his ſucceſs, a refuſal never once 


entered her head, Yet her riſing hopes were 
all inſtantly cruſhed by a ſignificant ſneer 


Old birds an't to be caught with chaff, my 


good. Lady ;”—nay, ſo far from endeavour- 
ing to palliate what her Ladyſhip termed 
groſs behaviour, he left town the very next 


day without taking Margaret and Archy 


home with him, as had been previouſly 
agreed upon, and inſtantly made up the 
match between Crutley and his daughter, 
with whom he returned to London in the 


cCourſe of a very ſhort time, to purchaſe wed- 


ding-clothes, &c.; and happening accident- 


ally to meet Sir Archibald, eagerly intro- 


duced him to his ſon-in-law, 


This laſt affront was intolerable, her 
Ladyſhip declared, and blamed herſelf very 
- ſeverely for ever aſſociating with ſuch a low 
fellow. Of courſe the mortification they 
had met with was kept a ſecret from John, 

| and 
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and before Archy ſhe attributed the failure 
of her plan wholly to his drunken, diſſipated 


way of life, which had come to his god- 
father's ears. 


* 


In the midſt of one of theſe wrangles, on 


the day following the one the Duke had ſo 


accidentally met Colville and Crutley at the 


New Paſlage, they were all filenced by hear- 


ing a carriage ſtop at the door, and a very 
ſmart knock announced a viſiter of conſe- 


quence, The window-ſhutters had been 


cloſed; fome time, or Lady Mackenzie would 
have taken a ſurvey of her gueſt before he 
entered the houſe ; they of courſe choſe to 
be at home, and in a few ſeconds Baron 
Menzikow was announced, and the identical 
ſtranger who had ſo much puzzled the Duke, 
Earl, and Baronet only the day before, was 
en, into the e room. 


A handſome dreſs Sek upon which 
ſhone the order of St. Alexander, impreſſed 
the Mackenzies with infunato reſpect for this 
VOL, IV, M unexpected 
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unexpected viliter, whom they conceived 
came to employ the Knight in the way of 
his profeſſion ; yet her Ladyſhip, like the 


| Duke, could not help thinking ſhe had ſeen 


'bim ſomewhere before. 

| The Baron ME" politely round, but 
eyed them in turns ſo particularly, that the 
Knight and his Lady grew confuſed, they 
hardly knew why, though reflections upon 
the paſt increaſed their embarraſſment ſo 
much, it was with difficulty, and with a de- 
gree of agitation nearly ſimilar to what he 
had diſplayed at Lord Everly's, the Knight 
ſtammered out a requeſt that his Lordſhip 
would be ſeated, and honour him with his 
* 


Lady Mackenzie, no leſs at a loſs, doubt- 
ing, yet dreading to find the conjectures ſhe 
began to form verified, ſeconded his en- 


treaties, which were very readily complied 


with ; and 2 to relieve the anxiety he 
| | * © 2 Perceived 
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| perceived they laboured ales and which 
he perfectly accounted for, he ſaid 


« Pray, Sir Archibald, had not you, 
during your reſidence at Rome, a friend of 
the name of Harcourt, who went to Ruſba 
about ſixteen years ago? 


This queſtion rather increaſed than re- 
moved the joint embarraſſment of the Knight 
and his Lady; the bare name of Harcourt 
had long been their averſion, and though 
they had latterly excluded it from their cou- 
verſations, it would recur to their memory; 
—it was however neceſſary to anſwer the 
ſtranger, who had repeated his queſtion in a 
tone of impatience, which convinced the 
Knight he was not to be trifled with; he 
therefore — 

5 . Sir, I perfectly remember the Per- 
ſon you mention * has been fore: Hu- 
teen v or more.“ | | 
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So it was generally believed, Sir Archi- 2 

bald ; through the malice of an inveterate ©. 

foe, he was confined in Tobolſki, in the de- 8 

ſerts of Siberia, for nearly the time 23 hrs 

have * him ow 7 = 

M. 

The bare poſſibility that he was ſtill alive, Nee 

8 both the attentive Knight and his ＋ 

Lady of their ſmall remains of colour, while Be 

the latter made ſhift to articulate— - the 
3 „ the 

Can it be poſſible, Sir, that Mr. Har- 530 

court has ſurvived the report of his death ?” 55 

The Baron, who placed their agitation to 7 

the ſcore of regard for the very perſon they 3 

j had ever envied and long abhorred, re- fer 
= Pplied— EF 
ho 

«« You may reſt aſſured, Lady 8 4 

your former friend ſtill lives: —a Ruſſian Fete 


= painter, jealous of the favour the great 
5 Catharine ſhewed him upon his firſt going ' of 
over, conſpired to ruin him 1 in her opinion, 

and 
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Ry ſucceeded ont too well in his black de- 


ſign, as the unfortunate Harcourt was doomed 


to end his days a priſoner at Tobolſki ; but, 
on his death-bed, his perſecutor confeſſed his 


wicked plot, and drew up a petition which 


was delivered to the Empreſs, informing her 
Majeſty how baſely he had wronged the in- 
nocent victim of his atrocious duplicity.— 


The great ſoul of Catharine was touched 


with remorſe—a ſcaffold would have ended 
the vile accuſer's days, if death had not ſaved 
the executioner the trouble.—Your friend 
was brought back in triumph to Peterſ- 
burgh, with a worthy Ruſſian Nobleman, 
acculed of the ſame crimes by the ſame man. 
The Empreſs, with her accuſtomed muni- 
ficence, loaded Harcourt with preſents, con- 
ferred on him the honour of a Baron of her 
empire, and the ſtill more glorious badge of 
honour, the Order of St. Alexander, as a 
recompence for his long ſufferings ;. and to 


enable him to ſupport his new dignity pro- 


perly, preſented him with an eſtate in Ruſha 


of conſiderable value, and granted him a 


. penſion 
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| penſion of five thoekind rubles a. year, out 
of her own private purſe!“ 


«© The Lord bleſs me!” exclaimed the 
half-petrified Knight. 


«© God be praiſed for theſe happy tidings E 


Pray, my gude Sir, where is the worthy 
mon ?—We long to ſee him and congratu- 
late him upon his fortunate eſcape.— Ve 

have rejoiced my heart ſae much, that I had 
well nigh fainted for joy.— Peggy, gang 
and fetch me a 3 of brandy—1 am 
aw in a tremor: 


Margaret obeyed the order, but too con- 
_ » *ſcious of the need her mother had for ſuch 
a cordial, while the Baron ſaid— 


N think I may venture to promiſe, Lady 
Mackenzie, you will ſoon ſee the friend I 
am convinced you have moſt ſincerely la- 
mented. He left Ruſha, with the conſent 
of the Empreſs, almoſt immediately, and 
- Having learned the ſtrange Revolution which 


has 
3 


cried his not leſs aſtoniſhed Lady; « but 


has 
* ar 
rela 


inkc 
bal 


If 


wr 


has taken place in France, bent his ſteps to- 


wards Rome, where you know he had ſome 


relations, whom he hoped would be able to 
inform him where to find you, 'Sir Archi- 
bald, to whom he entruſted, at parting, the 
object neareſt and deareſt to his heart.” 


If the brandy had not opportunely arrived 
at this critical moment, Lady Mackenzie 
would have had ſome difficulty to conceal - 


her emotion from the piercing eye of the 
Baron; but having ſwallowed near a glaſs 
inſtead of a ſpoonful, ſhe recommended it 
to her huſband to follow her example, and 
thus fortified, found herſelf much better qua- 
lified to perform the difficult part ſhe fore- 
ſaw would fall to her ſhare, and ventured to 
requeſt the noble Lord would n in his 
intereſting recital. | 


« He es "Wc? Sir Archibald, that 
you had lately been promoted to your pre- 
ſent dignity, and reſided, it was preſumed, 

in or near London; and, I may fay, learned 
"Fig M 4 this 
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this by accident from a young artiſt now Pro- 
ſecuting his ſtudies in Italy; for his relations 


were moſt of them no more, and the ſur- 


vivors were utterly unacquainted with your 
deſtiny. But, upon the ſtrength of the in- 
formation he had gained, he ſet out for 
Leghorn, where he embarked on board a 


veſſel bound for England, and was landed 


at Haverford Weſt, in Wales, three days 
ago, from whence he immediately proceeded 
to London, and now ſtands before you !” 


Her Ladyſhip, though fully prepared for 


this denouement, actually ſcreamed with well- 


affected joy, and flung her arms round the 


Baron's neck, welcoming his truly unex- 


pected return with tears of rapture !—They 
might indeed, in ſome reſpects, ariſe from 
her joy to find him ſo unacquainted with 


every thing that had occurred Jnr his 


abſence. 


| The Knight, ever ready to take his cue, 


had a thouſand fine * ready when her 
| _ Ladyſhip 
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Lies releaſed the Baron from her warm 
embrace. Archy, encouraged by a look of 
his mother's, decked his bloated countenance : 
in ſmiles, and modelled his uſual gruff voice 
into a proper tone for this important occa- 
fion ; while Margaret curtſied, fimpered, 
rubbed her eyes, and declared ſhe had never 
known ſo happy a moment. 


« But am I not deceived ? 2” cried her 
Ladyſhip ; “can we be ſae bleſſed, and ye, 
my dear friend, ſae fortunate ?—I can hardly 
perſuade myſelf it is ye—though I think 1 
ken that expreſſive countenance ;—indeed, 
from yere firſt entrance, yere voice and fza- 
tures reminded me of the deareſt and beſt 
friend we ever had. —Ye cartainly perceived 
my agitation—I was almoſt beſide myſel; 
for ye have been one conſtant theme, early 
and late — ſcarcely a day has paſſed ſin yere 
departure, but yere virtues and kindneſs to- 
wards us have been our theme. — Oh! ye 

would ever have been uppermoſt in our 

. would have grieved yerſel, had 
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ye ſeen us when we learned the melancholy 
tidings of a loſs we have ſo long g deplored ;— 

1 kept my bed for a week, and we nae ſaw 
company for a whole month.” 


The Baron had ever been the dupe of the 
Mackenzies, and never was more completely 
ſo than in the preſent inſtance ; however, as 
he felt particularly diſappointed at Lady 
Mackenzie's not mentioning his ſon, upon 
whoſe account alone he had come to Eng- 

land, her groſs flattery had not all the 

effect ſhe had expected. His anxiety, ren- 
dered him, perhaps fortunately for her Lady- 
ſhip, mbre inattentive than he would other- 
wiſe have been to her hyperbolical expreſ- 
ſions, which would not have raiſed her in 
his eſteem; but as he vainly attempted ſeve- 
ral times to break in upon her torrent of 
Joy, he began to fear death had deprived 
him of the beautiful boy, whom he {till ſaw 
in his mind's eye, and on whom he had 
doted almoſt to a degree of extravagance— 
upon whoſe account alone, he had under- 
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taken his Ruſſian journey for whom he had 
vainly pined while in his exile, and whom 
he had now hoped to place in a fituation 


becoming his birth !—At laſt, unable any 
longer to bear the torture of ſuch ſuſpenſe, 
he ſaid, in a voice ſcarcely articulate through 


the violence of his emotion— 
« But my ſon, Sir Archibald?“ 


. A general filence enſued the Knight 
looked at his Lady, who, prepared as ſhe was 


for this very natural queſtion, was totally un- 


prepared how to anſwer it ;—ſhe therefore 
looked down, heaved a deep figh, which was 


re-cchoed by her attentive huſband ; but did 


not break her ominous. ſilence, which con- 
vinced the Baron his beloved ſon was no 


more, and that there were events more try- 


ing to a parent than the dread of perpetual 
impriſonment. A few agonizing tears re- 
leved his burſting heart, and enabled him 
to requeſt a confirmation of the misfortune 
their looks had taught him to expect. 


M 6 « Oh 


1 
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„ Oh my dear Baron!“ exclaimed her 


Ladyſhip, do nae damp our joy by fitch 


horrid fears !—Thank God, we have nae 
reaſon to ſuppoſe yere ſon has departed this 
life for a better. God forbid it ſhould have 
fallen to our lot to announce fitch melan- 
choly tidings !- My heart would well nae 
have burſt ere I could have related ſuch a 
tale. 
The Lord be praiſed !”” replied the now 

enraptured Baron; what then have I to 
dread, if my darling boy lives ?—Relieve my 
anxiety I entreat-—where is he? that is all I 
want to know at preſent.” 


Lady Mackenzie, never more at a loſs, 
ſeized both the Baron's hands within her's— 
ſqueezed out another ſhower of tears, re- 
queſting he would nae alarm himſel, as they 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe the Honourable 


Mr. Fenn ſtill lived. 


1 Then: you . ſpeak upon Capps 


ſition, my Lady,“ ſaid the once more agi- 
> | „dm 
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tated father; © ſurely you can inform me 
where he is? What profeſſion does he follow? 


Does he reſide in England? In the name of 


God, ſpeak !—I am upon the rack, and pre- 


pared to hear the worſt that can befal a 


doting, yet diſtracted parent !—My ſufferings 
during my long confinement were trifling 
to what I have experienced within this laſt 
half-hour !” 


Lady Mackenzie threw herſelf upon her 
knees before the trembling Baron, to requeſt 
he would compoſe himſelf, and allow them to 
give him all the information in their power 
reſpecting his ſon.— Sir Archibald alſo ſeized 


hold of his arm, requeſting he would be 


calm, and liſten to what they had to fay. 


The Baron attem pted to raiſe the proſtrate 
Niobe, aſſuring her that he was convinced 


ſhe participated in his feelings, and acknow- 


ledging he was too impatient. 


3 85 But | 
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« But I will be calm,” he continued, | 


ee and, I truſt, reſigned; for ſurely no man has 
had more reaſon to put his truſt in our 


Heavenly Father !—So pray tell me all you 


know concerning this ill-fated youth!“ 


Having ſuffered herſelf to be reſtored to 
her feet, her Ladyſhip took a ſeat on one 
fide of her dear friend, while the Knight 
placed himſelf on the other; and perceiving 


the Baron's impatience increaſe, thus be- 


_ « You muſt know, my dear friend, I had 
no legal power over your ſfon—would to 
God, as matters have turned: out, I. could 
have come forward as your repreſentative |— 
but alas !” | 


« My dear,” interrupted her Ladyſhip, 


« ye mean well, but aw theſe circumlocu- 


tions ainly ſerve to keep our beſt friend in 
ſulpenſe—I will tell the ſtory myſel :—Ye 
ken, my dear Lord, ye deſired we would 
place yere bonny bairn at the Scotch College, 


5 - and 
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and cartainly Principal Douglas was a worthy 
right gude mon ;—but, well-a-day, his pu- 
pils were moſt of them ſons of the French 
Nobulety, aw vivacity and levity, and car- 
tainly very improper companions for our 
fifth bairn, as I always ſtyled yere ſon. Be- 
ſides, the Principal was growing auld and in- 
firm, and did nae keep a proper reſtraint 


over theſe young men- indeed he indulged 


aw his pupil's far too much; then the me- 
lancholy tidings we ſae ſoon learned, though 
they endeared the handſome boy tull our 
hearts, ainly ſerved to diminiſh our autho- 


rity. The Principal, who, looking upon 


him asa cuuntryman and an orphan, would 
have thought it a fin to contradict him, 


ainly helped tull turn him from his duty, 
and it ſoon became uſeleſs tull remonſtrate 
with either..—Yere ſon, like moſt of his 


companions, grew wild and diſſipated, was 
auways preſſing us for money, and refuſed tull 
ſettle to ony thing we pointed out ; in ſhort 
at laſt he threatened Sir Archibald with a 
law-ſuit if he did not deliver up his fortune, 

oo Which 


— 
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which ye ken, my Lord, the law would have 


given us nae power over; and as we ſaw he 
was protected in his indiſcreet demand by 
the Principal, and manie of his former com- 
panions, who. were men of the firſt rank, 


and as we kenned how juſtice was then ad- 
miniſtered in France, not to leſſen his for- 
tune, or diminiſh our own, as we could nae 
come to England juſt then, we were pre- 
vailed upon to give him poſſeſſion of aw ye 
had left behind ye—in hopes, ſhould ony 
imprudence leſſen his inheritance, we ſhould 
then be able gently to draw him back tull 


the paths of righteouſneſs, and to provide 


for him in ſome reputable manner, ſuitable 


tull the education he had received, and the 


auncient blude which flowed in his veins,” 


Sir Archibald every now and then popped 

in a word to ſtrengthen or confirm what his 

better-half advanced ; and they would have 

gone on for an hour longer if the Baron, whoſe 

| Patience was once more worn to a thread, had 
not interrupted th&m, by enquiring— 

« But 
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« But where is he now bende I ſee 


nothing but youthful imprudence in his con- 


duct.——How long is it ſince you gave him 
up his fortune? 


Near five years, my gude Lord but 


he nae ſooner became his ain maiſter, than 


he forſook aw his former friends, even the 


worthy Principal, who firſt led him aſtray 


by his miſtaken indulgence; and aw we 


could learn was, that he was gone tull Pon- 
dicherri, the French mart, ye ken, in the 
Eaſt Indies; but we have ſin heard by 
mere accident, as a body may ſay, from an 
emigrant Nobleman, wha came over here 
about a twelvemonth ago, and wha was one 
of yere ſon's former friends, that the unfor- 
tunate youth had returned to Paris without 


a ſhilling, juſt before the Revolution, and 


had entered the Grand Monarque's army. 
We immediately wrote tull Principal Douglas, 
to requeſt, if he had nae ſeen the pure lad, 
he would find him out, ſupply his imme- 


diate wants, and prevail upon him to follow ö 
us to England. — But, alas! the Principal 
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was grown cheeldiſh ere he received our letter, 
and died ſoon after, we heard —and fin 
that moment, we have never been able to gain 
ony intelligence of yere.ſon.—Had he come 
to England, we muſt have ſeen or heard of 
him, I ſhould ſuppoſe; for aw his former 
friends (who are cartainly men of great-rank, 
though they corrupted his morals; and un- 
ſettled his mind) are now diſperſed upon the 
face of the earth, like ſae manie Jews—they 
have nae homes nor ony fixed reſidence.” 

« Well, if he does but live,” cried the 
Baron, I truſt I ſhall ſoon find him ;—his 
follies I place ſolely to. the ſcore of youth 
and inexperience. —l certainly did hope that 
I ſhould have found him ſettled in ſome 
eligible ſituation—T know what I left behind 
me, was not ſufficient to ſupport the charac- 
ter of a gentleman. —However, I won't yet 

deſpair of making him all I can wiſh : —ad- 
verſity often proves a ſalutary leſſon. He 
bas been, like many more, led aſtray by his 
fuperiors, whoſe own misfortunes have per- 
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him, as they poſſibly promiſed. Had 1 
been aware of the connexions he was likely 
to form at the Scotch College, I certainly 


ſhould not have been ſo deſirous of placing 


him there; but Principal Douglas bore ſo 
excellent a character, and I had heard his 


neral philanthropy, extenſive knowledge, 


and amiable qualities ſo much extolled, I 


thought my fon could learn nothing but 


good under his eyes; and though his great 
tondneſs for my unhappy boy may have done 


him a ſerious injury, ſtill ſurely I ought to 


be the laſt to blame him for diſplaying fo 


much partiality in his favour, becauſe he | 


thought him an orphan.” 

« Ah, my gude friend, ye are auways the 
ſame,” exclaimed Lady Mackenzie, © and 
I may truly ſay, had Mr. Harcourt been 
mine ain ſon, I could nae have ſuffered 


more than when I found he was bent upon. 


his ruin. I was in very great hopes we 
ſhould have heard from him ere this; but 
he has never favoured us with a ſingle line, 


though the laſt words Sir Archibald ſaid to. 
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260 HARCOU Rr. 
him, after he had delivered up bis little all, 


was, Remember, my dear Harcourt, my 


unwillingneſs to part with what J have ever 
conſidered as a ſacred depoſit, did nae ariſe 
from want of friendſhip or regard; therefore 
pray remember ye have a friend to apply to, 
who will never deſert ye in time of need— 
for, were ye mine ain ſon, I could nae be 
more intereſted in your future welfare,'— 
I ſpoke to the ſame purport, my gude Lord, 
and even ventured to point out what I con- 
ceived to be his errors, but aw in vain; yet 
I am nae without hopes we may yet {ce 
or hear from him when we leaſt expect it.— 
Indeed, had he been in actual want, I ſhould 
think he would cartainly have applied to 
thoſe he muſt know would ever be willing to 
ſerve him to the utmoſt of their power,— 
This reflection has often helped to conſole 
me, and I hope it will has the ſame effect 
upon ye, my gude Lord. 
« Why, what: you aſſert is certainly very 
probable, Lady Mackenzie, though his 


ſilence may alſo e from very different 
motives: ; 
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motives : for, conſcious he neglected your for- 


mer good advice, ſhame may prevent his ap- 


plying to you. Young people are very apt, 
upon the failure of their ſanguine expecta- 


tions, to fall into a ſtate of deſpondency.— 


Would he were once more under my pro- 
tection] I am convinced he would ſoon be- 
come worthy your friendſhip, and my love. 
But I want time for reflection my thoughts 
are too confuſed at preſent to know what I 
ſay, or to determine upon any thing likely 
to lead to a diſcovery of the miſguided 
youth's preſent abode. How freely would I 
at this moment give twenty thouſand pounds 


to know where to find him—nay, even to be 
aſſured he {till lives.“ | 


Lady-M clini ſtarted at the mention of 
ſo large a bribe, and unthinkingly cloſed her 


hands as if eager to * the * while 


ſhe ſaid 


« Ah my gude Lord! I hope we ſhall 
yet be able tull reſtore him tull yere arms. 
| Archy,“ 
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Archy,” looking at her ſon, ye ſhall ſet 
out for Paris in a day or two at fartheſt, — 
I ken the danger there is in travelling in 
that wretched country juſt now, but ye have 
ainly tull refle& ye are going to ſerve yere 
father and mother's beſt friend; and ſo far 
from wiſhing for a bribe for what ye are 
going to undertake, I am ſure if ye had it, 
ye would much rather add twenty thouſand 
pounds more to be able tull det! bis Lord- 
ſhip's mind at 9 


Archy was as 1 in diſintereſted ex- 
preſſions as his mother could wiſh, and pro- 
teſted he was ready to ſet out that moment. 
The Baron thanked his worthy friends for 
their kind offers, adding, he would accom- 
pany Mr. Archibald, and truſted their joint 
ſearch would prove ſucceſsful. 
Knight and her Ladyſhip proteſted he ſhould 
not again, with their knowledge, run into 


unneceſſary danger; their ſon was far better 


acquainted with the preſent French man- 
ners, and was much more able to bear the 
| fatigue 
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fatigue of this neceſſary journey; and every 
method likely to facilitate the ſucceſs of his 
errand ſhould be thought of, and put in 
practice; and they would take the night to 


conſider of the moſt likely means to make 


the wiſhed - for diſcovery. 


His Lordſhip was now ſtrenuouſly entreated 
to taxe up his abode in * Square 
they had an excellent ſpare bedroom, &c. ; 
but having given his orders at the hotel 
where he had alighted, he very politely de- 
clined what he termed their obliging offer, 
and took Sir Archibald home with him to 
ſupper, with whom he wiſhed to confer in 
private about his unhappy ſon. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


TAREN as they had been by ſurpriſe, the 
Knight and his family had acquitted them- 
ſelves very much to their own ſatisfaction; 
pet, as they were ſenſible it was peculiarly 
neceſſary not to loſe ſight of the Baron, Sir 
Archibald was very happy he had invited 
him home; preſuming, during his abſence, 
her Ladyſhip would have concerted a proper 
plan for their future behaviour. —The mo- 


ment they were gone— 


ec Merciful God! Peg,” ſhe exclaimed, 
ce was there ever any thing to equal this !— 


In the name of Heaven, what are we to do 
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about the good-for-nothing vagabond, who 
was ſo unfortunately entruſted to our care?“ 


Neither Margaret nor Archy could afford 
her any conſolation, though the former 
thought it might have been as well to have 
taken the Baron for an impoſtor. 


Would to God the notion had entered 
our heads, Peg !—though ye ken I am well 
convinced the mon is Harcourt ; bur ſitch a 
ſcheme would have afforded us at leaſt a little 
reſpite from his perſecutions about his ſon ; 
for it would: have taken him ſome time to 
prove his identity ;—nay, *tis very poſſible 
he is nac ſae great a mon as he wants to 
make us believe; he was auways eat up with 
pride and vanity, and wha can tell what 
ſcheme he may have in his head to take us 
in? He has nae been impriſoned ſae long for 
nothing. Weel, weel, ſure we may rue 
the day we firſt ſaw his face; for, ſhould he 
ſtumble upon his idle varlet of a ſon, we 
are aw ruined and undone !—The aban- 
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doned youth will get the ear of his father, 
and J tremble even now for the conſe- 
quence,” 


Thus paſſed the evening in unavailing 
lamentations, and bitter retroſpections of 

the paſt; and we may ſafely add, for the 
firſt time in her life, Lady Mackenzie was 
convinced © honeſty was the beſt policy.” 
About midnight Sir Archibald returned ;— 
her N firſt word was — 


En My dear, do ye think the ſtrange ſtory 
Harcourt tells is Goſpel ?” 

„„ Would it were not, my Lady !—but 1 
can't ſee what end his attempting to deceive 
us would anſwer. However, early to-mor- 
row morning I will wait upon the Ruffian 
Ambaſſador ; he muſt know whether he really 
is a Baron, and Knight of St. Alexander.— 
At all events he has brought over a good 
deal of money with him; at leaſt he ſhewed 
me an unlimitted letter of credit upon Sir 


Robert 3 ſtill he has only got one 


ſervant, 
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irvanit, a Ruſſian, who can't ſpeak a word 

of Engliſh,” | 
„ Weel, 'tis like enough he may have 

made himſel out greater than he is, my dear, 
but that 1s nae the preſent queſtion : Archy 
and Margaret are as much concerned in this 
buſineſs as ourſelves ;—we are in a diſagree- 
ble predicament, therefore let us ſeriouſly 


conſult what meaſure ' we ought to purſue. 


We can't recede from what we have already 
told the Baron, who is willing enough, ye 
perceive, to find excuſes for his dearly be- 
loved ſon ; therefore the firſt thing we ought 
to aſcertain is, where the varlet now is—T 
think he 1s 1n France, as we gave his father 
to underſtand.” | 


Margaret was of the ſame. opinion ; Sir 
Archibald thought it more likely he was {till 
in England; but Archy was ſure they ſhould 
have either ſeen or heard of him again in 
that caſe, 


61222 ĩ ]ꝙ 


n HARCOURT» Y: 


« You talk like a filly fool as you are, 
retorted the Knight; I wiſh to God we had 
acknowledged to the Baron we had ſeen him 


laſt Autumn.“ 


«« And pray of what uſe would that have 


been ?” aſked my Lady. What excuſe 
could ye have alledged for not taking him 
into yere houſe if he was in diſtreſs ?? 
It was that tied my tongue, I wiſh I 
| had afforded him ſome relief; for if one was 
to find him, I ſhould be very much puzzled 


how to act, what with one thing and an- 


other.” | 

Find him, quotha, why ye would nae 
pretend to introduce him to his father, I 
hope! But donnae fret, and ſtew, and puzzie 
yere brains about the worthleſs wretch—if ye 
will follow my advice, aw will end well.” 

&- Let's hear what you mean to pro- 


_pcle?” 


« Why, to ſet the gude mon's heart at 


eaſe at once, and to ſtop aw his future en- 
quiries about the ungracious jail-bird ; if he 
is nae dead or hanged, he ſoon will be, and 
| | his 


L 
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his father can find ſomebody elſe to beſtow 


his money upon, fo it will nae be loſt; — ſo 


ſay, my dear, the vagabond 1 is dead !—what 
ſay ye, Peg?” 

c Oh I will:fwear I ſaw him bande if 
it is neceſſary, Ma'am,“ ſhe replied. 

« Aye, tis a thouſand pities we did not 
tell the Baron at once that he died in his 
youth; hut we were ſae taken by ſurpriſe, I 
hardly knew what to ſay “ 

« Well, but we ſhall want to prove our 
aſſertion now,” obſerved Archy. 

Ah, ye have nae head for ony thing, boy; 
yet J dare ſay ye would like to be adopted 


in George Harcourt's place.“ 


« Why yes, if the Baron would die ſoon, 
and is really as rich as he ſays.” 

« Ah! I thought ye would have nae ob- 
jection to an idle life Perhaps the cartain 
loſs of his ſon may kill him, for he ſeems 
prodigiouſly diſappointed. —Ye are to gang 
tull Paris, ye ken that?“. 

Nes, 


* 3 « Very 
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“Very weel, and don't ye ken that he 
was killed in this laſt bloody engageinent ? 
It is vaſtly eaſy there were many Engliſh in 
it I have been told, and ye can correct or 
add a letter or two to a name.“ 

« I underſtand you now,“ 


manage it. 
« Ah, ye are a curious manager, we aw 


know ;—but I ſhall think more about it 


before ye go.” 
« T am not ſo quick of comprehenfion,” 


ſaid Sir Archibald; © ſuppoſe he ſhould ever 5 


be found afterwards? 3 

« Weel, neither his father nor ony ſoul 
in England kens the varlet, ſae he — pals 
for an impoſtor.“ | 

« My dear, wy dear, I can't agree to ſo 
hazardous a plan.“ f 


Lord bleſs me, Sir Archibald, I never 


kenned ye ſae troubled with qualms before ! 


Archy will ainly ſhew the liſt of names he 


will ind at the War Office, and it would 


ainly be a miſtake, for which we ſhould not 
| be 


cried Archy, | 
rubbing hes hands ; „faith, it will do if 1 
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be accountable if ever the wretch was to 
come to light again,—But he may live till 
he is a hundred, and in the ſame ſtreet with 


his father, without ony diſcovery ever being 


made. George Harcourt would never know 
who Baron Menzikow was, and it is not 
likely the Baron ſhould ever aſk the name of 


fitch a low fellow. As they will both think 
each das I tell ye, there can be no 


enquiries,” 

« But if there ould, what excuſes could 
we make? - All you have been faying, would 
only increaſe our crimes in the Baron' 8 
4 . 

* Haud yere tongue, Sir Archibald, 1 
cannae bear to hear ye talk ſo ſillily.— Sure 
three heads put together are wiſer than one. 
Peggy and Archy are both of my way of 


thinking—the being's death ends aw en- 
quiries. - Ye can propoſe retiring into Scot- 


land or Wales with the Baron, for the ſake 
of the air, and aw that ;—he has nae a friend 
but yereſel, ye find, and ye will retire to 
oblige him ;—and then having loſt his ain 
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ſon, he will moſt likely adopt our Archy to 
ſupply his place—I have it aw in my head! 
Archy ſhall ſet out by the next Paris Dili- 
, gence ; he ſhall] get the real liſt of the names 
of the killed and wounded at Jemappe from 
the War Office, and he ſhall have it wrote 
over again while he is in France there are 
plenty of people at Paris, ye ken, fit in little 
boxes in the ſtreet to write letters, or ony 
thing elſe, very reaſonably ; it's ainly adding 
a name to the liſt, and giving it to the Baron 
for the one he received.” 


In ſhort her Ladyſhip argued ſo well, and 
declared ſo poſitively if Harcourt were this 
great man, they had no other chance left to 


get hold of any of his riches, or even to acquit 


themſelves with honour, that the Knight 
gave a ſort of reluctant conſent to the pro- 
| poſed ſcheme. 


They therefore retired to reſt, but not to 
ſleep ; the aſtoniſhing likeneſs they had ever 


remarked between the Duke of Durham 
and 
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and George Harcourt, recurred to them all; 


and each ſecretly, contrary to their frequent 
aſſertions, could not help thinking they were 


one and the ſame perſon, though this was a 
myſtery they were leſs curious than ever to 


fathom. 


The ſtory projected by her Ladyſhip, 


pleaſed Archy exceſſively, who already ſaw 
himſelf, in imagination, the Baron's heir, 
only feared he might yet outlive his father ; 
therefore he determined to o. Herod his mo- 


ther in the account he was to bring home, 


in hopes grief would ſhorten the _ unhappy 
mms s days. 


Margaret thought, if the plot ſucceeded, 


it would put Archy-completely in her power, 


as ſhe could always threaten him with a diſ- 
cloſure of the ſtory if he did not let her 
ſhare the ſpoil ; beſides ſhe ſhould of courſe 
come in for a larger ſhare of her father and 


mother's property when they died. 


„„ Her 
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Her Ladyſhip ſeldom failed in any thing 


ſhe undertook, and ſhe had long been ac- 


quainted with the Baron's weak, ſide, and 
determined to make his pride ſubſervient to 
her grand ſcheme ; ſhe therefore hoped this 
worthleſs ſon of her's, as ſhe frequently call- 
ed Archy, notwithſtanding the failure of her 
late plan, would not be leſs fortunate in the 
end. To ſee him able to ſupport the cha- 


rater of a gentleman without diminiſhing 


her own income to provide for him, had long 


been her ſole ambition, and it now ſeemed 
more than probable ſo deſirable an event 


might take place. 


When they aſſembled at breakfaſt, the 
overnight's ſubject was renewed, and her 
Ladyſhip informed chem ſhe had made an 

' alteration in her plan: as they had given the 
Baron to underſtand his ſon had entered the 
Royal Army, he muſt have died by the 
guillotine ;- this was ſo likely a circumſtance, 
that he could entertain no ſuſpicions of the 
PR deceit, 
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deceit, and ſhe would frame a proper tale 


for the occaſion. 


Sir Archibald approved this idea in pre: 
ference to the former ; but anxious to dif- 
cover the truth of the Baron's ſtory, ſet off 
the moment he had done breakfaſt for the 
Ruſſian Ambaſſador's. Fearful his enquiries 
might reach the ear of his friend, he only 
aſked for the ſecretary, who confirmed every 
thing the Baron had ſaid, and aſſured him 
that gentleman was in ſuch favour with the 
Empreſs, that there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe 
he would become one of the greateſt men in 


Ruſſia ; adding, the eſtate he already poſ- 


ſeſſed, independent of his penſion, brought 
him in a princely income. Perfectly ſatisfied, 
he hurried home to give his report in to her 
Ladyſhip. : 


« Weel, weel, then Harcourt has been 
more lucky than wiſe, my dear,” ſaid the 
prudent matron, after hearing his tale; 
* however, fin he is fac great a mon, we 
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mun treat him accordingly ; ſo gang yere 
gait to pay yere reſpects to him :—tell him 
ye would have been at his hotel three hours 
ago, if ye had nae been afraid of deranging 
his Lordſhip; invite him to dinner of courſe, 
and take nae denial ; —aſſure him Archy is 
making every poſſible enquiry concerning 
his ſon among the emigrants now in Eng— 
land, ſome of whom were, doubtleſs, friends 
of the Honourable Mr. Harcourt's—uſe the 
word Honourable, more or leſs, as ye find 
it tickles his vanity ; ye ken ye have nae to 
deal with a fule. Point out the inconve- 
niences of an hotel; offer him our ſpare bed- 
room.—Oh ! would I could put my head 
upon yere ſhoulders ſometimes, Sir Archi- 
bald, or my tongue into yere mouth! 
However, get ye gone—remember what we 
have at ſtake, and Play yere cards accord- 


ivgly.” 


The Knight inſtantly ſet off, and Archy 


was deſired to take a walk ſomewhere till 


dinner, in caſe the Baron dropped in un- 
| . 


ment's warning. 


thing alarmed at ſuch a critical moment, 


© he was not at home when I got there, and 
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expectedly, and found him at home. He was 
to lament the fruitleſſneſs of his enquiries 
when he ſaw his Lordſhip, and aſſure him 
he was prepared to ſet out for Paris at a mo- 


The Knight was to let her know what 
time ſhe might expect the Baron, whole din- 
ner hour was of courſe to be their's; but 
inſtead of ſending, he returned himſelf, and £ 
as his countenance exhibited viſible figns of © 
diſappointment, her Ladyſhip, whom a little 


eagerly aſked what had happened ? 


e The Baron does not dine with us,“ he 
replied ; „but that. is not all.“ 

“Speak, my dear, tell me at once what 
we have to dread !—Donnae keep me upon 
tenter-hooks. “ | 

Lou need not put yourſelf in ſuch a 
flurry,” interrupted the Knight, peeviſhly; 


bad left word, in caſe I called, that he was 
gone 


a78 HARCOURT. 


gone to the Ruſſian Ambaſſador's. —It was 
very fortunate we did not meet there what 


could J have ſaid if we had?“ 


« Weel, weel, what ſignifies harping upon 


what might have been—fin ye have ſeen the 


Baron, tell me why he won't dine with 


us? * 


1 e he had previouſly promiſed to 


dine with the Ambaſſador.“ 


« Then what is the mighty aw ye talked 


of with fitch a diſmal woe-worn counte- 
nance * 


« You will never give me time to ſpeak, 
Lady Mackenzie—he intends to accompany . 


Archy to Paris ;—19 there is an end of your 
fine plan ; and what to adviſe, or deviſe, I 


can't tell. Should he meet his ſon, you 


know the conſsquence.“ 
« Could the paſt be recalled, Sir ck 


bald, I could ſooner forgive yere ꝓuſillani- 


mity ;—'tis nae uſe to tremble and quake 
now, like yere daſtardly ſon—we mun act, 
and follow up our firſt plan with ſpirit, — 


Leave the Baron to me-! will either diſ- 
ſuade 
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ſuade him from undertaking this Journey, ar 
be of the party ; and if the worſt comes to 


the worſt, we can but bribe one of the pooreſt 


emigrants to ſwear that he ſaw his ſon guil- 
lotined.— When will he be here?“ | 

« He promiſed to ſup with us.“ 

«* So much the better—we ſhall have the 
more time to think of what we ought to 
1 

„I am ſure he will go,” continued the 
Knight; © but that does not alarm me half 
ſo much as my fears that he will hear of my 


viſit to the ſecretary at the Ambaſlſador's ; 


for I was obliged to decline telling my name. 


Had I thought he was upon ſuch a footing 
there, I wougy not have gone for an hundred 
guineas.““ 

« Then ye are a greater fule than I took 
ye to be, Sir Archibald ; I would tell him 
ye had been there for half the money, and 
would venture the other that he would not 
be offended at the reaſon I could give but 
I find 1 mult undertake the management of 
the whole buſineſs,” 

4 | 
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« ] hope, Lady Mackenzie, it will end 


better than your late negociation, elſe we 


ſhall be totally ruined ;—for Heaven's ſake 
do nothing raſhly.” 

6 Nae provoke me, I deſire, Sir Archi- 
bald—ye are worſe than a ſcreech-owl.—I 


tell ye again and again this is nae time to 


flinch.“ 


The entrance of Archy broke in upon 
their diſcourſe, and perceiving they were 


tete-a-tfte, he began to caper about the 
room, rubbing his hands, and extending his 
mouth into a broad grin. 


« What ails ye, boy,” cried her Lady- 
ſhip, impatiently, „that ye make ſitch a 
monkey of yourſel ?” | 

Oh I need not go to Paris!“ he replied, 
continuing to ſkip about the room. 

“ Nae go to Paris, boy-—what do ye 
mean?“ 

« I have found George . by 


The 


yo 
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The Knight and his Lady were thunder- 
N 


Ah boy !” exclaimed her Ladyſhip z 


] proteſt ye quite ſtartle me !—Have ye 


ſeen him? Did ye ſpeak to him?“ 


With ſtill more agitation the Knight re- 
peated theſe queſtions; but Archy only 
laughed, inwardly enjoying their manifeſt 
terror, then ſaid — 


cc You need not be afraid of hini—he is 


ſafe.” 
«. Why, are you ſure, bay haſtily aſked 


the Knight, “ is it poſſible he can be JE 


dead ? 

« No, he is not dead neither J but it 15 
much the ſame as if he was,” 

« Why don't you tell us what you mean?“ 
ſaid Sir Archibald, in an angry tone; © be- 
cauſe we have put you into our confidence, 
you fancy you may take any liberties.” 


« Ye 
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« Ye may ſay that, my dear —ſo pray 


tell us where you heard of Harcourt; and 
pleaſe to remember ye ure nae yet in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Baron's fortune, nor never ſhall 
be, if ye provoke me much mair.” 


„ Bleſs me, 1 was only in * but 


not knowing what to do with myſelf, I went 
to Merry's chambers, and happened, in the 


courſe of our converſation, to mention the | 


I) 


name of Harcourt 
% What, ye cannae keep yere ain coonſel, 


— hoot, ye ſtupid loon, ye are like a ſieve!— 


and to viſit that Merry, who was always 
leading ye into miſchief!“ | 


« Well, but I am ſure my viſit turned 


out very lucky to-day ; for, upon hearing the 
name, he proteſted a young fellow of the 


ſame name had been caſt for death at the 


Old Bailey, only three ſeſſions ago; and 
that he was one of the counſel for the pro- 
ſecution.“ | 

« Well, boy,” ſaid the Knight ; ce but 
it mint not be the George Harcourt we 
mean.“ 


cc But 
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« But I am ſure it was,” replied Archy. 
And wha was his crime?“ aſked her 
E- Ladyſhip. 
„ Why he robbed a gentleman, in open 
day, upon Finchley Common; but, on ac= 
count of his youth and figure, and this being 
his firſt offence, at leaſt the firſt time he was 
brought to the bar, he obtained his Majeſty's 
pardon, on condition of being tranſported 
for the term of his natural life to Botany 
Bay.—He went off about a month ago, with 
a good many more convicts under the ſame 
agreeable ſentence.” 

« Mercy, God !” cried her Ladyſhip. 

« How wonderful!“ exclaimed the 
Knight. 

ee This news will certainly kill the Baron,” 
ſaid Archy. 
| _ ** But how came you to be at a certainty 

it was him?“ aſked Sir Archibald. 


He pulled the Newgate Calendar out of 
his pocket in reply, and put it into her Lady- 


ſhip's hands, pointing out the place— 
cc There, 
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6 There, read and convince yourſelf, 
Ma'am,” 


There certainly was an account of a George 


Harcourt, who had robbed upon the high- 
way, as Archy had told his father and mo- 
ther, of Scotch extraction, between two and 
three-and-twenty, with a deſcription of his 
figure, which bore a ſufficient reſemblance 


to perfectly ſatisfy the intereſted Knight and 


his ſtill more avaricious Lady. 


« Weel, I. am ainly ſorry he was not 


hanged at once,” cried my Lady; © for the 


Baron may try to buy bim off as matters 
are.” | 

Sir Archibald did not think they had 
much to fear upon that ſcore ; for happy as 


his Lordſhip would have been to have found 


his ſon, even in poverty, his pride was too 
great to allow him to acknowledge a felon 
for his heir. | 
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“ The beſt remark ye ever made, my 


dear ;—but call Margaret, that ſhe may 
participate in our joy.” ES: 


The feeling young lady gave great proofs 
of the infinite reſemblance ſhe bore her mo- 
ther in point of diſpoſition ; and Archy 
continued to ſhake the houſe with his tranſ- 
Ports, when the Knight put a damp upon 
their ſavage joy, by exclaiming— 


% Pray Goch after all, Lady Mackenzie, 
this may be our George Harcourt Had 
not I better go to Newgate, and make fuller 
enquiries into the matter? Il need not tell you 
how much I am 1ntereſted in finding Archy's 
5 report true yet ſurely this matter can't 
be too cloſely inveſtigated, as tis certain the 
Baron will not be ſparing in enquiries, and 
| ſhould he even fancy we attempted to de- 
ceive him, we are utterly undone.” 
There ye go again, Sir Archibald ;— 
that the fellow ſhould have come to ſitch an 
untimely end is ſae probable, I entertain 

: none 


286 | HARCOURT. 


none of yere doubts and fears z—however, 
as we ought to be prepared againſt the worſt 
that can happen, gang ye tull Newgate, and 
make every neceſſary enquiry.—Ye have nae 
need of ony inſtructions for ſitch a viſit —Ye 


Vas a fule, Archy, ye did nae ſatisfy yereſel at 


the priſon before ye came home. But hurry 
away, my dear, 'tis near dinner time.” 


Away poſted the Knight, determined firſt 
of all to apply to the keeper himſelf, but 
altered his intention as he walked along, not 


wiſhing to be known; he therefore preſented 
himſelf at the felons'-door, and, upon being 
admitted, requeſted to know of the jailer 


or turnkey upon duty, whether a perſon of 


the name of Harcourt had not lately been 


ſent off to Botany Bay ? 


ce He is not gone yet,” the jailer replied. 

«© Not gone—1 an, he had ſailed. 
Can ] ſee him?“ 

« What ſhould hinder you, if you han 


any buſineſs with him ?—This way, con- 
| _—_ 
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ducting him to a ſtrong grated iron-door 
leading into a paved court, which he un- 
locked; and defiring the Knight to walk in, 
told him he would find the perſon he was 
come to viſit, up three pair of ſtairs to the 
right, pointing to another door that led to 
the ſtaircaſe, and locking after him the one 
Sir Archibald had entered by, 


To find himſelf thus in a manner a pri- 
| ſoner, rather appalled the courageous Knight, 
Several well-dreſſed men were at bowls in 
the court; he croſſed it with a palpitating 
heart ; his legs trembled ſo much, it was with 
difficulty he made ſhift to aſcend the ſtair- 
caſe ; and ſo great was his agitation as he 
approached the door, that he half reſolved 
to return without ſeeing Harcourt, whoſe 
reproaches he thought | himſelf ſo well en- 
titled to. Beſides his being ſtill in England, 
notwithſtanding he was under ſentence of 
tranſportation, muſt eventually prove his 
ruin. . 


Mecha- 
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Mechanically, during theſe reflections, he 


rapped at the priſoner's door, which was im- 


mediately opened by a fine young fellow very 


genteelly dreſſed, whoſe air of unconcern 


very ill accorded with his ſituation, and who 
inſtantly, having ſurveyed the Knight's 


pallid countenance and evident tremor, with 


ſome ſigns of aſtoniſhment, not unmixed 
with a degree of riſibility, enquired what he 


wanted ? defiring him at the ſame time to 


walk in. ; 


« ] came, Sir,” ſaid the agitated Knight, 
ce to ſee a Mr. Harcourt ] was told 3s 


399 


« Was going upon his travels,” exclaim- 
ed his auditor with a hearty laugh. Well, 
Sir, I am the man—1ſo pray walk in, and tell 
me your buſineſs.” | 


At the moment the Knight felt rather 
relieved, as his immediate dread aroſe from 
a meeting taking place between the Baron 
and his ſon ; however he thought it neceſ- 


ſary to apologize for his intruſion, declaring 
- his 
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his name, and the deſcription he had read of 
his figure, had led him to ſuppoſe he had 
formerly known him, and had induced him 
to wait upon him, to make him an offer of 
his ſervices.” 


« You are very obliging, Sir Archibald 
Mackenzie,” he replied; * and though I 
don't know who you took me for, you have 


convinced me you don't deſert your friends 


in need. I find I am more altered than you 


are fince we laſt met, as I have frequently 
ſeen you during your reſidence in Paris—I 
was in the French King's Body Guards, 
though my family are originally Scotch. 
However, I found it necefliry to emigrate, 


and not being able to live upon the ſhilling 


a-day Government allows us gentry, why 
I tried the French method of obtaining ma- 


ney by a forced loan, and happening to be 


caught in the fact, Jam going to viſit New 
South Wales,” 
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Sir Archibald thought he recollected hay: 
ing teen the ſpeaker at Vertailles ; but al- 


ſured him he did not know his name was 


Harcourt. 


My real name is Urqhuart, Sir Archi- 
bald ; but as I have ſtill ſome relations 
living in North Britain, whom I did not wiſh 
to ditgrace, I angliciſed it to Harcourt, and 
this has procured me your viſit.“ 


The Knight, who could even rival Joſeph 
Surface in point of unmeaning profeſſions, 
exhauſted a vaſt many upon the miſguided 
Urqhuart; and after accepting a few glaſſes 
of wine the priſoner very cordially offered 
him, took his leave, promifing to ſee him 
again; and felt very happy when he found 
himſelf once more without the walls of New- 
gate. 


As it grew late, he made great haſte home, 


and biiefly recapitulated every thing that 


had paſſed, to the infinite mortification and 
ſevere 


bi 


15 


yum we 


— 


his dutiful ſon and daughter. 
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ſevere diſappointment of ner * and 


! 


Dinner, which was juſt coming up, was 
removed almoſt untouched; and her Lady- 
ſhip once more racked her fertile brain for 
ſome expedient to put a final ſtop to the 
Baron's Journey to Paris, and every further 
enquiries. After a ſhort time ſpent in = 
ſlection, ſhe exclaimed— 
— : 

« have it, my dear; ainly let me have 
the management of the ſcheme, and I think 
Archy's ſtory will ſerve our turn at laſt.— 
Ye ken we aw thought it was the ſcape- 
grace Harcourt, from his account; the 
Baron will cartainly be of the ſame opinion ; 
the Nwgate Calendar is a ſufficient proof, 
and, ye ken, he has failed ; ye have made 
particular enquiries concerning that matter 
of the Keeper of Newgate; thus may we 
turn this miſtake to a very lucky ac- 
count.“ 


02 6 Bleſs 


= - HARCOURT 


« Bleſs me, Lady Mackenzie, you are too 
daring ; conſider, Urqhuart is not gone 
if he was, I ſhould not ſo much mind run— 
ning the riſk ; but of 

« Nae mair of yere bus, Sir Archy ;— 
what can happen, ſhould the miſtake be 
diſcovered, which is veiy improbable, Archy 
can give up the author of the report if ne- 
ceſſary ;—tne Newgate Calendar confirmed 
us in our errors, and a lawyer ye ſent to en- 
quire into the fact, miſled you, or was de- 
ceived himſel.— The news will, ten to one, 
haſten the Baron's death and, ſhould 
Harcourt ever ſpring up again, tis but 
having him preſſed or kidnapped, and then 
wha can contradict us ?— Urqhuart would, 
nae doubt, be ready enough to perſonate 
him, and might raiſe us in the Baron's 
eſteem ; but that would be a very hazardous 
expedient, becauſe the Baron would moſt 
probably make him his heir, inſtead of 
Archy. However, I dare fay he would 
Vrite a letter to ye in Harcourt's name, 
dated a month back, or ſitch a thing as that, 
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for a proportionable douceur but I donnae 
think it will be neceſſary to let him into our 
ſecret. The ainly thing we have to guard 
againſt is the Baron's viſiting Newgate him- 
ſe]; and furely, as ye have been there, he 
will nae miſtruft yere word. As for John, 
we mun deceive him in the ſame way —1 
will take upon myſel to break the melan- 
choly tidings to the Baron. — Mind, Peg, 
that I have a clean white handkerchief, and 
a piece of onion put ready.—Start nae mair 
difficulties, Sir Archibald, for it ſhall be as 
I have determined!“ | 


The afternoon was therefore ſpent in con- 
ning over their reſpective parts in the tra- 


gedy about to be performed, and practiſing 


doleful looks before the glaſs. 


& . R x 
x x NO. 1 


1 N N 
J ens 
rr PR „ I 
F f * n 
e : 


AIRES T7 ” 7 8 P 7 

Fa NN % 8 47; A - t 5 4 2 1 * 2 7 = 3A . 5 2 7" + Ye 

$3». - SY REF . — ö r * * OD. 
4 P 5 "6 4 


3 0 O 3 | CHAP, 


wh 
wb; 10 


1 

> 
9 

x 
15 
1 
9 


84 
= * 
77 
FS 
14 
_- 
7 
1 
# 

” 


CIT 

Frere 

. SO. 
» hy 


2 . 
3 r — 
N 


— 


22 


r 
1 8 


K 7 % 
ar 
r 

* 


9 r * — PREY 6 as _— > 
Writ x > +? wy * 
TELLS R Rem . 


294 HARcOURT. 


CHAP, XV. 


| As it was uncertain what time the Baron 


would return from the Ambaſſador's, they 


agreed to drink their tea at their uſual hour, 
and had but juſt begun when John Mac- 


kenzie made his appearance.—Her Lady- 
ſhip gave her family a wink to aſſume | 


their mourning countenances; of courſe 
their frequent fighs, and the pious ejacu- 
lations of his mother, attracted his at- 
tention. This was exactly what her Lady- 
ſhip had foreſeen ; ſhe therefore began to re- 
late how prodigiouſly they had been ſur- 
priſed the night before by the miraculous 


return of their oldeſt and beſt friend the gude 


Mr. 


Mr. H 
told ne 
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Mr. Harcourt ; repeating the ſtory he had 


told nearly in his own words, and declaring it 
herſelf truly rejoiced that his exalted merit had 7 
at laſt met with its deſerved reward. 1 

% You perceive, Sir Archibald,“ replied 1 
John, Mr. Harcourt's ſufferings were not „ 
occaſioned by his follies, as you once gave bo. 
me to underſtand, But you all ſeem ſtrange : 


ly dejeted—T preſume the Baron is of.my + 
opinion, and does not think you have done 
your duty by his ſon — Pray what excuſes 
could you make to him upon that ſcore?” * 
« Excuſes, forſooth, Johnny ! we had nae 
need to make excuſes, believe me; we told 
the Baron the truth, that his fon was a wild, 
extravagant young fellow ;—and I am ſure 
the villain bas ſurpaſſed aw our expectations, 
though I have long foreſeen he would come 
to an untimely end.“ | 
* Untimely end, Ma'am !” exclaimed | 
John; „why ſure in God the unfortunate = 
youth has not terminated his exiſtence ?” 15 
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„That is a queſtion I cannae reſolve, 
Johnny; aw I ken is, that the vagabond is 
now upon his voyage to Botany Bay.” 

Then indeed I pity his unfortunate fa- 
ther,” replied John, with a deep ſigh ; © but 
how came you by this intelligence ?” 


Her Ladyſhip repeated the news Archy 
had brought from his friend Merry's ; add- 
ing 


Sir Archibald has ſince been to New- 
gate, where the ſtory has been poſitively con- 
firmed, and Harcourt's figure fo accurately 
deſcribed, that there cannot remain a doubt 

of his fate.“ | 
The Baron then is not yet acquainted 
with the extent of his misfortunes ?”' aſked 
John. | 

% Nae, my bairn, and *tis that which 
makes us aw look ſae ſorrowful.“ 

Indeed I think you have a very juſt 

cauſe ; for I ſhall ever think you might have 
prevented this dreadful cataſtrophe, had you 
| done 


un 


"Y 


done your duty by poor Harcourt. —Are yu 
{ure he 1s gone ?” 


« Oh certain,” replied Sir Archibald ; 


ce and he may thank Heaven he was not 


hanzed ;—he was caſt for death three ſeſſions 
ago, at the Old Bailey, for robbing at noon- 
day upon Finchley Common.” 
Poor youth !—Ah his caſe was deſpe- 
rate he did not care what became of himſelf. 
And who 1s to break this news to a man, 
who bas ſpent one half of his life in forrow 
and rigorous confinement ; and now when 


he once more enjoys his liberty, and has 


- wherewithal amply to provide for the ſon he 
no doubt expected to receive all accompliſh- 
ed from the hands of his beſt friend, he is 
doomed to be informed that ſon is a baniſh- 
ed exile for life !—You are conſcious, Sir, 
and you, Madam, that you have both acted 
wrong—lT know you are ;—and your preſent 
unavailing, if fincere ſorrow, won't baniſh 
the pangs of remorſe from your boſom.— 
Where is the Baron?“ 
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« We expect him here to ſupper, my 


dear Johnny,” replied the ſighing Lady 
Mackenzie, © and if ye will undertake to 


break the melancholy tidings to him, or 
even aſſiſt me in the arduous taſk, ye might 
help to ſoften the horrid tale, Had we fore- 
ſeen the miſguided young fellow (wha it 


ſeems was in the King of France's Body 
Guards), would have taken to ſuch deſpe- 


rate courſes, we cartainly would have endea- 
voured to have ſaved him from the gallows ; 
but he was auways an extravagant, unprinci- 
pled youth; for ye ken he had the allow- 
ance of an emigrant, ſae want of bread could 
nae have hurried him on to deſtruction.— 
Yere father learned aw his ſtory fra the 
Keeper of Neweate, and he was as uncon- 
cerned when under ſentence of death, as ye 
would be to hear our tabby-cat was con- 


demned ;—however, he nae wanted for ony 
thing while in confinement, ſo *tis to be 


preſumed he was nae taken in his firſt at- 
tempt was J in the Baron's place, I ſhould 
nae grieve for the diſorderly varlet. But ye 
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— 


ken we mun make allowances for a parent's 
feelings, and ſoften aw J have been telling 
ye tull the Baron God he kens tis for him 
alone 1 grieve!“ 


John had never before been ſo completely 
his mother's dupe; indeed he never once ſuſ- 


pected ſhe had wronged young Harcourt in 


reſpect to money matters, and now thought 
it poſſible he might have been a diſſolute, diſ- 


orderly character. The French Body Guards 


he knew were not renowned for their mora- 
lity, and it never entered his head that his mo- 
ther was endeavouring to impoſe upon him; 
the Newgate Calendar indeed was ſo ſtrong a 
confirmation of every thing ſhe had advanced, 
that he entertained no doubts of the veracity 
of her well-told recital. 


Soon after nine the Baron arrived. —Sir 
Archibald ran down to receive him at the 
ſtreet· door, and her Ladyſhip was at the. 
drawing-room door to ſhew him every mark 
of reſpect; her face exhibited every token 
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of ill- ſuppreſſed grief, while the well- affected 
tremor of her voice was an additional proof | 
of her feeling. She took the Baron's prof- | 
| fered hand, prefled it very fervently, and led 
him towards her ſon John, to whom ſhe in- 
troduced him as the henefactor of her fa- 
miiy, turning on one fide as ſhe concluded 
to wipe away the tears ſhe made every effort 
to conceal. | 


The Baron felt alarmed, yet addreſſed 
John with diſtinguithed politeneſs, knowing 
hira to have been the favourite brother of 
Mary, to whom he had been particularly 
attached, and in whom he placed the greateſt 
confidence when he left his fon under the 

Mackenzies' care. 


In a ſhort time the whole party were ſeat- 
ed, and the Baron eageriy enquired whether 
they had gained any intelligence of his fon ? 
acknowledging their dejected looks almoſt 
prepared him for the moſt dreadful tidings. 


> 
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To keep him in ſuſpenſe, John thought 
could be of no avail; therefore, in the moſt 
feeling, gentle terms, intermingling his re- 
cital with every conſolation likely to ſooth 
a parent's mind at ſuch a moment, he told 


the horrid tale. 


/ 


The deceived Baron ſunk under the un- 
expected blow, and for ſome hours, to the 
inexpreſſible terror of the whole family, re- 
mained in the moſt alarming ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility, though the firſt medical aſſiſtance in 
the neighboui hood was ſummoed to his aſ- 
ſiſtance. By their orders he was inſtantly 
put to bed, his ſervant was ſent for from the 
hotel, and John Mackenzie to2%k upon him- 
ſelf to ſee every preſcription the phyſicians 


had thought neceſſary, proper) admini- 


ſtered. 


The moment their patient began to re— 
cover, a violent delirium fucceeded the re- 
ſtoration of his ſenies :— he called upon his 
ſon in the moſt moving acccuts, his beloved 
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George —ſaw him on board the Unethort i in 
chains, curſing the hour of his birth, and 


his ſtill more miſerable parent At other 
moments he was addreſſing his Judges in 


his behalf—then ordering a carriage to be 
got ready that he might overtake and bring 
him back. — Thus did he paſs the firſt night, 


to the infinite anguith of John Mackenzie, 


who began to fear the dreadful ſhock had ; 


proved too much for his reaſon, 


Sir Archibald and his Lady were not leſs 


afflicted, though from very different mo- 


tives : ſhould the Baron die without a will, 

they ſhould be no gainers by the event, and 
till he enjoyed a ſufficient lucid interval, it 
would be of. little uſe to mention ſuch a 
thing. They could not have ſuppoſed he 
would have been fo deeply affected; and her 


Ladyſhip was very ſorry ſhe had not adopted 


her firſt plan. 


However, towards the ſecond evening, to 
their great joy he recognized John and his 
b 
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own ſervant, and the phyſicians declared his 
fever was much abated ; every reſtorative 
likely to promote his cure, was prepared un- 


der her Ladyſhip's own directions, though 


a regular nurſe had been engaged of the 
phyſician's recommendation, who merely 


ſhared the fatigue with John and the Ruſſian 


valet, who each continued to paſs their 


nights in the Baron's room ; indeed every 


moment the former could ſpare from the 
duties of his office, he devoted to the 1n- 


valid, who was ſenſibly affected by his 92 


haviour. 


On the third day, as the Baron was per- 
fectly ſenſible, Lady Mackenzie, with infi- 
nite delicacy, hinted her fears to John of his 
dying without a will, by which means his 
large eſtate would revert to the Czarina, 
which would utterly deprive his ſon of many 
of the comforts which might be afforded 
him in his exile, if he bequeathed his pro- 
perty in truſt for the unfortunate youth, to 
Sir Archibald, or ny other of his friends. 
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John, though totally unacquainted with 
the extent of his mother's iniquitous plan, 
perfectly ſaw her preſent drift, and told her 
in reply that the Baron meant to leave the 
whobe in truſt with the Czarina for the very 
perſon ſhe was ſo anxious about. 


This was a death-blow to her Ladyſhip's 
ſanguine hopes, and ſhe ſincerely wiſhed 
John was more confined to his office; how- 
ever, ſhe determined to ſeize the firſt ſymp- 
tomof amendment to hurry the Baron iato the 


country, by which means ſhe hoped to have 


him all to herſelf, and at a diſtance from her 
truly diſintereſted ſon, who ſhe feared would 
elſe 'derange all her well-concerted plans, 


and prevent her from reaping any benefit 


from her hitherto ſucceſsful manœuvre. 


For five days the Baron never quit ted his 
bed, and generally had a return of the deli- 
rium in the night; but on the ſixth, having 
ſlept a conſiderable time, owing to a very 
ſtrong opiate, he was allowed to tile during 

two 
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two hours in the evening ;— John Mackenzie 
had as uſual been his companion, and af- 


ſiſted to place him upon a ſofa near the fire. 


As quiet had been particularly recommend- 
ed, they were permitted to remain tete-a-tete 
when the Baron expreſſed a wilh to ſettle his 
worldly affairs. 


John endeavoured to wave the ſubject, 


adverting to the great probability there was, 
through the means of his Ruſſian friends, of 
obtaining his unfortunate ſon's recal; or, if 
he were averſe to employing them, he (John 
Mackenzie) had {ome great and noble friends 
himſelf, who he was certain, upon a proper 
repreſentation of the caſe, would apply to 


his Majeſty on his behalf. 


The diſtinguiſhed poſt under Government | 


that John held, gave much weight to his 
words, and theſe ſoothing hopes and pro- 
miles proved- a' better cordial to the Baron 
than any the whole Materia Medica could 
have afforded, Still he ſhook his head, 

aſſuring 
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aſſuring the friendly Mackenzie he hardly 

wiſhed to ſurvive ſo diſhonourable an event; 
declaring he blamed himſelf much more than 
his ſon, whom he certainly ought not to 
| have abandoned at an age when he required 


all his care, Had he died a natural or an 
honourable death, he could have borne the 


misfortune like a man; but to know him 
an exile for life, and for ſuch a cauſe, there 
was madneſs in the thought. 


John in vain tried to change the ſubject; 


the Baron then adverted to Sir Archibald and 


Lady Mackenzie, who he was convinced 
had done all in their power to bring up his 
ſon in the paths of rectitude; and ſpoke of 
them in ſuch high terms, and ſeemed ſo con- 
vinced they only wiſhed his fon had conſi- 


dered them as his parents, that John bluſned 


to think how unworthy they had proved 
themſelves of this excellent man's confidence 
and friendſhip ; and was very much hurt to 
find me bent upon leaving the bulk of his 
property to them, as 9 had wiſhed, in 
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truſt for his baniſhed ſon. To diſapprove 
of this plan he felt was impoſſible, without 
infuſing ſuſpicions into the Baron's mind 
that muſt render him ſtill more wretched 
than he now was ; therefore, ſecretly deter- 
mined to force his parents to make over 
their truſt to the Chancellor. When he 1 
took his leave of the Baron for the night, 
who had made a point of his now reſigning 
him to the care of his nurſe, he mentioned 
his intention of making a will to his mother, 
who could not conceal her joy at the wiſhed- 
for intimat ion, and was very happy when 
John went home, that ſhe was left at liberty 
to exult over her future proſpects. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


TEE next day the Baron was allowed to 
riſe about noon, and as ſoon as he was up, 
ſent to requeſt to ſee the Knight and his 
Lady, who joyfully obeyed the ſummons, 


and exhauſted their whole ſtock of rhetoric 


to convince him how fincerely they rejoiced 
that he was in ſuch a fair way of recovery. 
They took particular care not to advert to 


the cauſe of his illneſs, leſt they ſhould bring 


on a return of his delirium, and thus render 
him iacompetent tor the taſk they wy he 
meant to ſet about. 


Having 


he 
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Having thanked them for the affectionate 


concern they had diſpiayed during his ill- 
neſs, and made a few apologies for the trou- 


ble he had given them, he continued, look- 
ing at the Knight 


« Near ſeven-and-twenty years have 
elapſed, Sir Archibald, fince chance (which 
proved greatly my friend upon this occaſion) 
brought -us acquainted. Miſtaken pride, 
and a wiſh for independence, occaſioned 
my leaving England—a ſtep for which 1 
| have been fince very deſervedly puniſhed ; 
indeed I have been the more to blame, as, 
by a continued ſeries of imprudence, I in- 
volved the moſt amiable woman in the world 
in misfortunes of my own feeking—ſhe has 
long been no more !—But did none of her 
family ever enquire after her ill-fated fon ?” 

«© Never, my gude Lord,” replied the 
| attentive Lady Mackenzie, nor do we ken 
to this moment ony relation the dear youth 
had, yereſel excepted.” 


The 
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The Baron ſighed deeply, and after a long 


pauſe, reſumed— 


* Well, I believe I was too proud for- 


merly -I truſt I am now ſufficiently hum- 
bled. But when I reflect upon my own 


follies, and What I might have been drove 


to in conſequence of the moſt imprudent, 
moſt unpardonable ſtep a young man, 
| ſituated as I was, ever took—I can find the 
more excuſes for my miſguided ſon.—But I 
once had a dear particular friend in this 
great city—I ſhould very much wiſh to 
know if be is ſtill living his name was Elton 
— Mark Elton ;—he was then agreat Turkey 
merchant, and reſided in Fenchurch Street; 
however, ſhould he have changed his abode, 
ſuch a man may be eaſily traced,” 


The viſible ſurpriſe the Baron remarked 
upon the countenances of his auditors, 1n- 
duced him to aſk— 


c Are 


frit 
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& Are you acquainted with my former 
friend ?” 


Sir Archibald thought he had heard the 
name before, but could not recolle& when 
or where. Her Ladylhip profeſſed total ig- 
norance, but ſaid Sir Archibald ſhouid ſet 
out that moment to find him out, if he were 


ſtill living. 


There was no ſort of neceſſity for his 
giving himſelf ſo much trouble, the Baron 
replied; their {ſervant could make every ne- 
ceſſary enquiry. Sir Archibald declared he 


had buſineſs which called him into the city, 


therefore he ſhould have gone at all events, 
and Fenchurch Street lay in his road. 


«© Then I will trouble you with three 
lines,” replied the Baron, which will ſerve 
you for an introduction if you ſhould meet 


with him, and which you will be ſo obliging 


as to leave with your direction, ſhould he 
be from home.“ 


5 — a 
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The Knight inſtantly went himſelf in ſearch 


of writing materials, and then informing the 


Baron that he meant to ſet out as ſoon as 
his note was ready, he withdrew with my 
Lady, to leave him at liberty to write. 


The moment the door cloſed after them, 
their eyes met, and they entered the firſt 
vacant room to unburthen their minds. 


« My dear,” cried her Ladyſhip, “ this is 


cartainly the Mr. Elton wha was ſae kind tull 
our Johnny at Lauſanne, the grandiather of 
the Duke of Durham, There is an impe- 
netrable myſtery ſomewhere we mun be at 
the bottom of at all events.-—Mercy upon 
me, I fairly ſtarted at the name !” 


So ſaid the Knight, and added, by the 
Baron's account of himſelf, he had not been 
much better than he ought to have been 
when young. 
6 True, 


/ 


— 
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* True, my dear, he has nae been puniſh- 
ed unjuſtly, I will warrant me—he ſeemed 


very much confuſed when he mentioned the 
name of Elton We mun ken the contents 


of this letter,” | 
« [tf we can do it Adi 2 rejoined 
the Knight. | 7 9 
ce We mun run aw riſks of that ſort, Sir 


Archibald—indeed I nae think it will be 


prudent to deliver it at aw but be {ure ye 
make very minute enquiries in Fenchurch 
Street concerning this Elton, wha may not 
be Johnny's friend after aw ;—and this is a 
point I particularly wiſh to have cleared. — 
Was there ony ſealing-wax in the ink- 
Rand 7”? : 


Sir Archibald believed not ; at all events 


the Baron would hardly think of making uſe 
of it for a note, while there were plenty of 
wafers ; if he did, they would have the 
greater room to ſuſpect the miſſive contained 
ſomething of importance; and they con- 
cluded by deciding that they mult peruſe it, 

VOL. IV. P as 


* : 
I oe 32 rr 2 Gr * Wa” 02% STE OT IT 1 5 r. — 2 J ” — _ — — 2 
8 — "> 4 * ab - * 2 — +" of was b. * 3 * AF We — * a * _ Cy 

_— 8 Sas rarer _ — * Fan . > ata, prone A” oh » 3 — WA Mie ie ABT. þ I -# . v7" 9 ROI 3 5 * 
p $4 8 6 i . $4 ot 8 2 — — — 9 — ; 7 

a 4 et A OE i Pra ad ws "x 4 « 4 

Se 4 8 pkg | WE” wt 1 ; £ 
. rr Sg! wg 5 As , 2 : 


. 
* cs 


% 


314 HARCOURT. 


as it would undoubtedly give them ſome 


inſight into the Baron's future plans, who 
did not ſeem to wiſh to ſet about making his 
will, till he knew whether this gentleman 
was dead or alive, How fortunate, they ob- 


. ſerved, John did not happen to be preſent, 


who would certainly have been appointed to 
deliver the meſſage, admitting this was or 


was not his friend: 


Here their conference was broke in upon 


by the entrance of the nurſe with the ex- 
pected note. Sir Archibald only waited for 


it to ſet off; but the moment they were 
alone, her Ladyſhip haſtily uncloſed the 
wafer, which was ſtill wet, and read as fol- 


5 lows : :— 


| hr e ee tomy firſt, my only 


— 


* TO MR. ELTON. 
ce 51R, 
Perfectly conſcious of, and truly repent- 


bene · 


hu „ „ LL nf tained 80 
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benefactor, it is not without infinite diffi- 


dence I now venture to ſolicit your forgive- 


neſs. Rumour may have informed you that 1 


have in ſome degree expiated my unpardon- 


able folly, by ſixteen years“ cloſe impriſon- 


ment; and ſince my return to England, I 


have been ſtill more ſeverely puniſhed: yet ; 


conſcious that all my misfortunes originated 


in my own imprudence, I dare not murmur 


at the juſt decrees of Providence. 
„This note will be delivered to you by 
my next beſt friend, Sir Archibald Mac- 
kenzie, to whom I muſt beg leave to refer 
you for particulars, ſhould you feel yourſelf 
intereſted in the late unfortunate events of 
my truly chequered life. 
6 To ſee you once more, or even to hear 
from you, would afford me almoſt the only 
conſolation I am now capable of receiving, 
as I am a mournful, though ſtriking example 
of the inefficacy of worldly honours or riches 
in promoting the happineſs of thoſe much 


envied, though often to be pitied, favourites 
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of Fortune And am, with the utmoſt 
reſpect, 
« Your moſt obedient 
* GEORGE HARCOURT.” 


_— — 


« Weel, Sir Archibald, what ſay ye to 
this ſtrange incomprehenſible letter? We 
are nae the nearer ;—this Mr. Elton, whom 
I ſhrewdly ſuſpect is John's friend, has nae 
doubt been a very great one alſo to this great 
mon, or he would nae ſue for pardon with 


fitch humeelity.—Oh ye mun nae let this 
precious morſel of eloquence reach the per- 


ſon it is intended for.“ 


« Well, but what is to be done, my 


dear?“ 
c That I am going tull explain tall ye, 


Sir Archibald: — Ve ken how proud the 
Baron is, and auways was, ſae ye mun gang 


and ſimply ſatisfy yereſel whether his friend 


is the perſon we ſuſpect—for be ſure ye aſk 


nae queſtions likely tull excite ony curioſity ; | 


and when ye return, ye mun.tell the Baron 


ye 


hs „ „ Wwe 4 «© << 


hs + uſp pogto — ep cc — — „ of Wi 4, trot 


by tr 


LY) 
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ye had nae difficulty in finding Mr. Elton, 
whom ye ſaw, and to whom ye delivered his 
letter, which he read very attentively, then 


told ye, very coolly, he was nae acquainted 


with the writer, therefore it could require 
nae anſwer.” 


« Would it not be better to ſay he is 


Y 
dead at once ?” 


«© That is a contrivance worthy thy pure 


| ſhallow brain, my dear ;—would nae the 
Baron, in that caſe, ſeek out his heirs ? And 
if he is the Duke of Durham's grandfather, 
we ſhould get into a pretty hobble - But 
to hear his friend is living, and won't ac- 
knowledge their former 1ntimacy,. will gall 
the high-minded Baron to the very ſoul, and 


effectually prevent his ever making any fur- 
ther enquiries about the Merchant, even 
ſhould Johnny by chance mention the name 0 


before him ;—and I tell ye again and again, 
there is nae other method to be purſued ; for 


if he once renews his connections with his 
former friends, he will, ten to one, diſcover 
his ſon is neither gone nor going to Botany 


P 3 Bay, 


r 
7 — 
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Bay, and we may never be a ſixpence the 


better for the money he will have to leave 
behind him. The firſt thing we have got to 
do, is to get him to ſettle aw his worldly af- 


fairs, and then, the moment he is able to 


move, we mun hurry him into the country 


to ſome remote village, where there would 
be no chance of his ever being known, ſup- 


poſe he did linger a year or two. But we 
ſhall. have time enough to ſettle our future 
plans, as there 1s every reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
will never recover the ſhock his vanity will 
ſuſtain,” 15 | 


Thus rekfoired her Ladyſhip, 8 the 


Knight, who very feldom had any will but 


her's, ſet out for Fenchurch Street; white 
ber Ladyſhip informed her ſon and Gag 


ter what had tranſpired, and the reſolutions 


ſhe had in conſequence formed. They of 
courſe applauded every thing ſhe had done ; 


and Archy hoped, the will once made, there 
would be a ſpeedy end to all the Baron's fur- 


ther troubles ; as even ſhould his Lordſhip, 


as 
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as he fully expected, bequeath the greateſt 
part of his fortune to bis father, he ſhould 


always be able to threaten the old folks out 
of what money he wanted ; - ſo thought 


Margaret. So true it is that iniquity, . 
if it be permitfed for awhile to proſper, is 


ſure to meet with its own n even 
in its ſucceſs. 


%. 


In little more than two hours Sir Archi- 


bald returned ; her Ladyſhip fearful, like all 


guilty people, that the unſuſpecting Baron 
might fancy there was ſome colluſion between 
them, took care to be in his Lordſhip's 
room, and having diſmiſſed the nurſe, the 
Knight, with a true brazen frontlet, related 


the ſtory which had been previouſly agreed. 


upon between him and his chief counſellor. 


The Baron looked as he felt, very much 


hurt; though he obſerved, with a deep 


| ſigh, it was no more than he had every rea- 
fon to expect; adding 
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I never knew of any other merchant of 


that name, or I ſhould almoſt flatter myſelf 
you had not ſeen my old friend.“ | 

„ The gentleman I viſited, my Lord, 
certainly did reſide in Fenchurch Street at 
the time you went abroad, and was the firſt 
Turkey merchant in London. All this I 


learned at a neighbouring coftee-houſe ; but | 


he has retired from bufineſs ſome time, and. 


no reſides in this end of the town, and. I 


own I thought myſelf peculiarly fortunate in 
finding him at home. Though advanced in 
years, he {till looks very healthy, and ſeems. 


intolerably proud, as he never even aſked 
me to be ſeated, but turned very coolly 
upon his heel while he delivered his anſwer, 


and almoſt immediately left the room.” 

I am convinced he is. the gentleman I 
mean,” replied the Baron; “though from 
your account, he 1s certainly ſtrangely al- 


tered, -He was then the moſt benevo- 


lent and moſt amiable man I ever met 
with.“ 


| HARCOURT. | 321 


3 Ah wy gude Lord, ye judge every one 
after yere ain excellent heart.—The manie 
thouſands the merchant has accumulated ſin 
ye laſt parted, has worked this change in his 
diſpoſition ye ken he is a gentleman now, 
and ſome of theſe Cits alter ſtrangely when 
they quit their counting-houſes.“ 

« He was rich enough to have left. off 
buſineſs many years ago, my Lady ; and had 
then no family for whom he had occaſion 
to accumulate,” 


« I was told,” interrupted the Knight, 


c he had children.“ 


180 Ladyſhip gave her ſpouſe a nod of 
approbation, unperceived by the thoughtful 
Par.) who merely ſaid— | 


Then 1 ſuppoſe he married again ;— he 
was a widower when I left England. But I 
with, Sir Archibald, you would be fo oblig- 


ing as to ſend for your Solicitor ; ;—unlettled 5 


as my mind is, and ever muſt remain, I 
wiſh, while I can recal my ſcattered ideas, 
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322 HARCOURT. 

to make my will, as I mean as ſoon as I am 
able to travel, to return into Ruſſia ;—and 

tis to you alone I can entruſt what I wiſh to 

bequeath the unfortunate er of Bar Pet 

ſent miſery.” 


The Knight and her Ladyſhip were not 
backward in proteſtations, and ſoon with- 
drew to congratulate each other upon the 


ſucceſs of their laſt plot, and to fend We - - 


their lawyer. 


Sir Archibald now told his Lady that 


the Mr. Elton he was to have viſited, and 


their ſon's friend, were the ſame perſon ;— 
therefore he certainly had not advanced a 
falſity in ſaying that gentleman had children, 
fince the Duke of Durham was his grand- 
ſon. | 8 


Nae, nae, ye were parfectly reeght, Sir 
Archibald; we have ainly now to guard 


| > 825 the name e being mentioned- before 
N. 


John 
cheek 
turne 
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John. Did ye obſerve how the Baron's 
cheeks glowed when ye ſaid the merchant 
turned upon his heel ?=Oh he has heard 
enough to prevent his ever making ony fur- 
ther enquiries after him, But ſend Archy 


for the lawyer; nae Gefer ſitch ene 


buſineſs.” 


This was done accordingly ; and the fol- 
lowing day, to her Ladyſhip's infinite ſatis- 
faction, ſhe was informed the Baron had 
ſigned his will; and, as ſhe was particularly 
anxious to learn the contents, declared it 
mattered not how ſoon it plèaſed the 2 
to take the . mon! 


Arthy no heard that the Baron took a 


great deal of laudanum to promote ſleep, 


hinted if the old nurſe ſhould make a miſ- 
take, by ; | 


— 


" 1 yere fuliſh — boy,” ”” cried 
her Ladyſhip, “ ye can never keep yere ain, 
„ or 


n! 
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or ony other perſon's council Ah ye are 4 
pure ſorry varlet.”” 

6 God forbid any ſach accident ſhould 
happen in my houſe!” exclaimed the Knight, 
„ Nae wonder yere ſon is a fule, Sir 
Archibald, for ye are a much greater !—1. 
ainly wiſh the buſybody of a nurſe could be 
diſpenſed with, that I might attend upon 
theworthy mon myſel ;—but patience; when 
we get him a the Ps why I en he 
wall recover. 


From this time the Baron continued to 
mend; though his dejection increaſed as he 
grew better in health, and her Ladyſhip 
pronounced him broken-hearted, and not 
long for this world. As he preferred being 
alone, they ceaſed to torment him with their 
unavailing conſolations; and John had been 
ſo much engaged at his office, that he could 
not dedicate more than an hour in a day to 
the invalid, whom the phyſician adviſed to 
try change of air and ſcene, 


T his 


| WARCOUR Ta 328 


T This was exactly what her Ladyſhip. 

 - wiſhed, and the Baron agreed: to her look- 
Id ing out for a very private houſe or lodging 
it. for him in ſome of tlie numerous villages in 
Sir the vicinity of London; ſtill perſevering in 
I bis former intention of returning to Ruſſia as, 
be ſoon as poſſible. 


his CHAP, 
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_ -» CHAP. XVII. 


| ON the day the Baron's ſpeedy removal 
had been decided, he was prevailed upon, 


for the firſt time ſince his. confinement, to 


dine with the family in the drawing- room 


adjoining his apartment. 


John was their only viſiter, as his Lord- 


ſhip was particularly partial to his company, 


which his own family could frequently have 
diſpenſed with, though they dared not ven- 
ture to give him ſuch a hint ;—however, the 
Baron's projected removal would ſoon calm 
all their fears, her Ladyſhip thought ; and, 


ſhould the name of Elton chance to be men- 


tioned 
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tioned by John before the Baron, why that 
would be no proof that Sir Archibald had not 
delivered the note entruſted to his care. 


After dinner, therefore, her Ladyſhip 
mentioned the phyſician's advice, and the 
Baron's determination in conſequence.— 

John thought any change muſt be of ſervice, 
therefore highly approved of the notion, only 

hoped his Lordſhip would not be at too 

great a diſtance from London, as he ſhould 

8 particularly wiſh to have it in his power to 
make perſonal enquiries after his health from 


time to time. 1 
The various ſituations the environs of the 1 
metropolis afforded, became, therefore, the - 


theme of their diſcourſe, till her Ladylhip, 
upon John's mentioning Clapham Common, 
haſtily rang for tea, to put a ſtop to the con- 
verſation; obſerving that the Baron ſeemed 
fatigued, and a cup of tea would revive him. 
While ſhe was buſily employed in the ne- 

, cefſary 
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ceſſary preparations, the boy, who was gone 
down for the muffins, returned, empty 
handed, to announce Mr. Elton. 


Her Ladyſhip, with her accuſtomed zeal 
for her gude friend, knowing how amply ſhe 
ſhould be repaid,. whether he lived or died, 
had been at the expence of a load of ſtraw 
to ſpread before the door, and had had. the 
knocker properly muffled the day after he 
was taken ill, Owing to theſe friendly pre- 
cautions, no one preſent had heard a car- 
Triage ſtop, or the knock at the door; there- 
fore the intimation of ſo extraordinary and 
ſo unexpected a viſiter occaſioned gene- 
ral conſternation. The Knight and his 
Lady were inwardly convulſed, dreading the 
viſit was intended to the Baron ; yet hoping, 
as it ſeemed ſo unlikely any body ſhould have 
learned he was in England, and at their houſe, 


Mr. Elton was come in ſearch of John, 


who participated in their viſible ſurpriſe, 
not being able to Givine what could thus have 
brought 
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beads his kind friend, whom he had ſeen 
during the forenoon, and who had not given 
him the ſlighteſt intimation of his intention. 
The Baron inftantly concluded his worthy 
father-in-law had relented ſince he had ſeen 
the Knight, and that he was now come either 
in ſearch of, or to enquire after him. Archy 

and Margaret gazed at each other in ſilent 
| aſtoniſhment, each fearing this ſtrange viſit 
boded them no good. 5 


A creaking upon the ſtairs rouſed her 
Ladyſhip, who haſtily exclaimed, ftarting 
upon her feet— 


« Johnny, my bairn, ſtep down ſtairs— 
this viſit is tull ye, I am cartain.— Boy, run 
and ſhew the gentleman 1nto the parlour.” 


Before the boy could reply, Elton, who 
had followed him to.the top of the ſtairs, and 
had averheard the order, entered without 


any farther ceremony, followed by the 
Duke: 
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Duke of Durham, Count de St. Mars, and 
Sir Charles Creighton. | 


6 Merciful Heaven!“ . out the 
unthinking and now. truly terrified Lady 


Mackenzie, letting a pair of tea-tongs which 


ſhe held in her hand, fall upon one of her 


beſt China cups and ſaucers; the craſh made 


her ſtart, but her eyes continued fixed upon 


the new comers, who, had they been, fo 


many ſpectres, could not have more com- 
pletely appalled her ſpirits. 


The Knight, even ſtill more terrified, al- 
molt prayed for inſtant annihilation, fore- 
ſeeing ruin and ſhame cloſe at his heels; 


while the worthy Elton, meeting the eyes of 


the aſtoniſhed Baron (whom he inſtantly re- 


cognized, notwithſtanding the number of 


years which had elapſed ſince he had ſeen 
him) full upon him, haſtened forward; re- 
gardleſs of the guilty ſet he came to expole, 
| _ _ his paſſive hand, exclaimed— 
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& Muſt I owe the pleaſure I this 1 


feel to mere accident, my beloved ſon? 
Could I have thought it poſſible that you 


would have returned to London, after ſuch 
an abſance, without ſeeking out your aged 


father, who has never ceaſed to lament your 
ſuppoſed death, nor to blame himſelf for not 
having followed you abroad when the moſt 
exalted motives led you to withdraw your- 
ſelf from his protection? Surely you never 


judged me after your own heart, or you 


would not, when thus miracalouſly reſtored 
to your friends and country, and yet in the 
greateſt need of conſolation, have ſought it 
from a comparative ſtranger No, I muſt 
repeat it, you don't know Mark Elton, or 
I am ſure you would have acted very differ- 
ently 3 but I hope, ere we part, I ſhall be 
able to convince you that my arms, houſe, 


and heart were ever open to receive my long 


regretted, much- loved ſon!' 


His emotion became ſo great that he 
could ſay no more. The Baron was not leſs 
at affected; 
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affected ; tears relieved both, and they were 
enfolded in each other's arms for ſeveral ſe- 


conds in ſilence. As the Baron recovered 
from his ſurpriſe, he could not comprehend 


how he came to be thus accuſed by the 


amiable Elton, whoſe benevolent counte- 
nance, warm embrace, and kind expreſſions 


very ill accorded with his behaviour to Sir 


Archibald. Having recovered his ſpeech, 
he ſaid, gazing upon his truly venerable 
friend — 


And can you, my more than Gabor, 
forgive my paſt ingratitude ? Indeed I have 
been ſeverely puniſhed, and I truſt ſuffi- 
ciently humbled. —But ſurely there muſt 
have been ſome miſtake ſomewhere. —I 
ought to have ſought you out, I know, the 
moment I reached London; but I hope 
1 ſhall be able to clear myſelf upon that 
point to your ſatisfaftion :—I was too anxious 
about an unfortunate child but you are 
acquainted with my misfortunes, at leaſt 


your kind words implied as much, —The. 
ſhock 


FT 
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ſhock T ſuſtained when I learned the diſho- 
nourable event which has rendered him an 
exile, and me the moſt miſerable of human 
beings, for ſome days deprived me of my 
reaſon ; but the moment I was ſufficiently 
recovered to reflect upon paſt events, I not 


only thought of you, but wrote to ſue for 


that forgiveneſs you have ſo kindly beſtowed 


upon me, and fancied I received an anſwer . 


ſo unlike your former and preſent treatment 
of me, it wrung me to the ſoul, ſinking, as 
I already was, under ſuch accumulated af- 


iction.“ 


Lou wrote to me, my dear Harcourt, 


and I anſwered your letter There ger- 


tainly has been ſome miſtake, as you ob- 
ſerve; for Heaven knows, the molt import- 
ant affair ſhould not have prevented me from 
bringing my anſwer in perſon, had I known 
where to find you ;—but to whom did you 


entruſt your letter, and how long 1s 1t ſince 


you wrote ?” 
Near a week, and Sir Archibald Mac- 
kenzie kindly undertook to wait upon you. 
- A ſimi- 
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A ſimilarity of name muſt have introduced 
him to a; wrong perſon, and the miſtake has 
occaſioned me many bitter reflect ions.“ 

« I only hope it will ſerve to open your 


eyes, my unſuſpecting Harcourt there 


are very few, if any, merchants of my name, 
and I have not been in London theſe two 
months; and as you received my anſwer on 
the ſame day, and there are no Telegraphs 
between here and Briſtol, I can only ſup- 
poſe it did not ſuit Sir Archibald we ſhould 
meet :—ſuch an event would moſt likely, 
nay I know it will, totally derange his future 
plans. —But let me requeſt you would re- 
ſume your ſeat, for I have a vaſt deal to ſay 
to,you, and am vain enough to hope my ar- 
guments will prove more conſolatory than 
any Sir Archibald or Lady Mackenzie have 
hitherto made uſe of.“ | 
„Upon my honour,” replied the 
Baron, putting his hand to his forehead, 
« I hardly know whether I am aſleep or 
awake,—My head has been ſo deranged of 


late, I can hardly truſt to the evidence of 


my 
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my FE looking round "ON while he 
ſpoke, firſt at the Duke, whoſe viſible emo- 
tion, and the ſtrong reſemblance he bore _ 


his late mother, increaſed his aſtoniſhment, 
He perfectly recollected their recent meet. 
ing, and had then been very much ſtruck 
with his features, though he thought the 
likeneſs rather accounted for when he learn- 
ed from the waiter that he was a Douglas, and 


Duke of Durham. . 


His Grace, even more anxious to relieve 
his father's mind, than to expoſe the deep- 


laid iniquity of the Mackenzies, advanced 


towards the aſtoniſhed Baron, ſaying — 


Does your Lordſhip do me the honour 
to recollect me ?”? 
« ] can aſſure your Grace the ſhort time 

I paſſed in your company, I number among 
the happieſt hours I have ſpent in England. 
I learned your rank at the Ne Paſſage— 
your features were ſo familiar to me, they 
led to the enquiry.—You ſeem intimate 
with my kind benefactor are you acquainted 
bs: with 
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with the claims the unfortunate youth, whoſe 


ignominious exile reflects ſuch diſhonour 
upon his miſerable father, has * the 


Douglas family?“ 


' « Tam, my Lord, and hope, ere we part, 
to convince you that your ſon, the deſcend- 
ant of the Houſe of Douglas, has been falſe- 
ly accuſed. Had 1 had the advantage of 
knowing you when we laſt met, I am ſure I 
could have ſpared you ſome very. uneaſy 
moments ; but I merely learned your ſup- 


poſed misfortunes through the medium of 


Mr. John Mackenzie this morning, who re- 
lated your ſufferings with a degree of ſenſibility 


which has increaſed the eſteem J have felt for 


him from the moment we became acquainted; 
but woe be to thoſe whom J may juſtly ſtyle 
the authors of your miſery !”? 


Curioſity, dread, hope, and anxiety kept 
every one ſilent, while the Duke thus pro- 
ceeded 


: ec Sir Archibald Mackenzie, may I know 
dor hat reaſon you choſe to aſſure Baron 
Menzikow 


aAKCOVAT: ?: a 
Menzikow his ſon had been tranſported for 
a highway robbery, if I miſtake not?—l. 
ſimply requeſt you would inform me upon 
what you grounded your affertion ?” ? 

Would I dare give way to the hope 
your kind ſpeeches have given me, my Lord 
Duke!“ replied the deſpönding Baron, in 4 
melancholy tone; * but I have had too con- 
vincing proofs of my misfortune.” 
« You have been impoſed upon, my Lord, 
by a worthleſs, deſigning ſet of people, who 
are a diſgrace to human nature Let them 

defend themſelves from this ſerious charge, 
it they can prove their innocence.“ | 


Theſe aſſertions ſo raiſed the Baron's 
hopes, that Mr. Elton, who perceived his 
joy more than equalled his ſtrength, re- 
- Gueſted he would liſten with compoſure to 
what the Duke meant to urge in extenuation 
of his ſon's guilt ; adding— 


| « Only look round you, my dear Har- 
court; I think you will perceive ſome of 
vol. IV. „ the 
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the preſent company have not been accuſed 


ſo wrongfully as your and my ſon has been.“ 


4 


The Baron, breathleſs with expectation, 


did as he was deſired: John Mackenzie 
alone ſeemed to participate in his feelings, 
though his countenance, whenever he look- 
ed at his parents, betrayed ſtrong marks of 


indignation.— Archibald bad hid his face; 


and Margaret, whoſe complexion generally 
reſembled the olive, was now of a dark yel- 
low, and fear was ſtrongly painted upon her 


fallow countenance. Her Ladyſhip had 


thrown herſelf back in her chair, her arms 
hung down on each ſide, her mouth was half 


open, her eyes ſunk in her head, and cold 


drops of ſweat trickled down her pallid cheeks 
indeed a total change ſeemed to havetaken 
place in every feature. —The Knight fat 

with his eyes half cloſed, his hands clenched 


in each other, his lips of a dark purple, his 


face expreſſive of terror and diſmay, while 
his teeth abſolutely chattered i in his head. 
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The Baron gazed at them by turns, while 
the Duke, perceiving the objects of his hatred 


ſo completely humbled, faid, with ING 
compoſure— of IT 5 


« When you are ſufficiently recovered, 


Sir Archibald, I ſhould be obliged to you if 
you would reſolve my former queſtion —1 


ſimply requeſted you would inform the 
Baron why you told him, or rather upon 


what foundation you choſe to aſſert, that- 


George Harcourt was. tranſported 3 


7 * 


The Knight whe an attempt, it was no 
more, to give utterance to a few words, 
which terminated i in a hollow groan. | 


I find it would 181 in vain, my. th to 


refer you to Sir Archibald reſpecting your 
ſon's innocence; therefore allow me to aſ- 
ſiure you that, from the moment he learned 
- your ſuppoſed death, he ceaſed to intereſt 


himſelf reſpecting the unfortunate orphan 
you committed to his care; and, but for 
3 the 


8 HARCOURT 

the protection of that beſt of men, Principal 
Douglas, and this Nobleman,” looking at 
the Count, „who was then Governor of the 
Military School at Paris, he might, for 


aught Sir Archibald would have cared, have 
been driven to have recourſe to the highway, 


as a reſource from ſtarving.“ 
* Excule the e your 5 


but may I hope 


« Your Lordſhip may encourage the 


molt ſanguine hopes reſpecting your fon,” 

cried the worthy Elton; only take care 
your tranſports are not ws much for your 
weak ſtate ; for, believe me, Sir Archibald 
Mackenzie can't look in the Duke of Dur- 
ham's face, and yet maintain that your ſon 
18 1 998 his voyage to BY Bay.“ 


The enlightened Baron ſtarted from his 
chair, and before he could expreſs his ſuſ- 
picions, found himſelf enfolded in the arms 
of his ſon; and for ſome moments, incohe- 
rent expreſſions of rapture and thankſgiving 
were all that either could utter, till relieved 

= ey The 
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by their mutual tears, and rouſed by the 
congratulations of their ſurrounding friends, 
they began with rather more rationality to 
enjoy their felicity. | 


The Maghbenies; who had all, excl 
John, foreſeen the diſcovery that had taken 

place, ſcarcely felt an increaſe of terror. But 
John, wholly unprepared for ſuch a denoue- 
ment, felt implicated in their diſgrace, and 
had retreated to a diſtance, till the Duke, 
upon looking round, on being releaſed from a- 
fond father's embrace, went up to him, faying, 


My good friend, what not wiſh me joy 
when it is to your kind communications I 
owe my preſent happineſs ?”” 


Gratified, confuſed, and wholly / unpre- | 
pared for ſuch kindneſs, John could not im- 
mediately ſpeak, till his Grace, in the po: 
liteſt and moſt friendly manner, wholly ex- 
onerated him from any ſhare in his father's. 
guilt ; aflured him he felt exceſſively hurt 
Q3 that 
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that he had been forced thus publicly to ac- 
cuſe Sir Archibald, and concluded with the 
warmeſt eulogium upon the departed Mary, 


declaring for her ſake he had ever had a re- 


gard for the name of Mackenzie, and had 
therefore transferred the friendſhip he once 
bore her, to the only deſerving ſurvivor of 
her family. 


: Jolin:faid but little in reply ; his grateful 


tears ſpoke the feelings of his generous heart; he 
briefly recapitulated what had paſſed between 
him and his family reſpecting the agitation 
they had diſplayed at Lord Everly's, which, 
he obſerved, was now but too well accounted 
for; and concluded by declaring that he 
ſhould never more conſider himſelf as either 
related to, or connected with, any part of ſo 
n a trace. 


* 4 


A ſort of gloomy ſilence prevailed for a few 
ſeconds, till the Knight, deſpairing, though 
anxious to clear his fame, and in a frame of 
mind that rendered 235 e of reflec- 
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tion, haſtily roſe, and darting t towards Archy, 
_ ſeized him by the throat, exclaiming, in the 
Hm of a frantic Bedlamite - 


On, you moſt abveainklle of all vil 
lains! it is to you we owe all this! 15 N 


— 
7 


2 The Duke, fearing he might Arangle tt the 
poor devil, ſtepped forward, and not with- 
out ſome difficulty releaſed him from his 


graſp. 5 4 .ols1 


«] ſhall-not permit you to murder your 
ſon before my face, Sir Archibald, as it 
would not leſſen your crimes in my eyes; 
nor can I conceive how he came to be ſo 
much more criminal than yourſelf.” 


His Grace having puſhed the Knight to- 
wards his chair while he ſpoke, he fell back 
into it; and had he committed the crime he 
meditated, could not have looked more 
- ghaſtly. EE net — 
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Lady Mackenzie, with her eyes Ex: upon 


the tea-board, choſe to make one effort to 
excuſe herſelf; therefore, in a tremulous ac- 
cent, ſhe related how ſhe had learned that 
Mr. Harcourt had been tranſported, pro- 


ducing the Newgate Calendar i in . of 


her aſſertions. 

i liſtened to various well-turned, 
plauſible fictions ſhe intermixed with her 
tale, the Duke replied— . 


“Could you have found as good excuſes 
for your paſt behaviour, Lady Mackenzie, 


as you really have framed for your late, they 
would be much more likely to exculpate you 


in my eyes; for preſuming, from what your 


eldeſt ſon told me this morning, you might 
have been innocently led into an error, 1 
thought it neceſſary to viſit the Keeper of 
Newgate myſelf, reſpecting the George Har- 
court reported to be under ſentence of tranſ- 
portation, and was by that gentleman intro- 
duced to the priſoner, who informed me that 
„ „ you 
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you had alſo viſited him, Sir Archibald, with 

great profeſſions of friendſhip, though you 
acknowledged you expected to have met an- 
other perſon.“ 


Unable to attempt any further defence, 
the culprits waited their doom in ſilence.— 
The Baron ſeemed revolving the paſt in his 
mind, when having taken ſome time for re- 
. he ſaid— 4 | 


Pray, my dear ſon, what money did you 
receive from Sir Archibald Mackenzie when 
he gave you up, if ever he were ſo honeſt, 
what I had left in his hands ?” 
«+ Between five and fix hundred pounds, 
my dear Sir,” | | 
«© Gracious God! but I ought not to 
wonder—why, he did not account for the 
mere ready money he had in his hands; and 
certainly the various articles I left, which TI 
entreated him to diſpoſe of, muſt have told 
for near as many thouſands ; but I have 


been properly puniſhed for my own ingra- 
titude. 


6 HARCOURT.. 


titude.—I only bleſs. God that om pe. 


| deareſt George, have not been the material 
5 4 ſufferer you might have been, by my placing 


you under the care of ſo unprincipled a 


raſcal; who, I am fully perſuaded, meant to 


have had recourſe to ſome deſperate means to 
prevent my ever diſcovering his iniquities, 
and to have gained poſſeſſion of what his 


friend the lawyer has, no doubt, informed 


him I had bequeathed him in the will now 


by me; riſing, and croſſing the room into 
his bed- chamber, from whence he ſoon re- 
turned with a ſealed packet in bis hand, 
which he threw into the fire, and then thruſt 


down with the poker. The moment it was 


conſumed, he exclaimed, Thank Heaven, 


I have been permitted to deſtroy. that me- 


mento of my credulity ! br” 


hes Mackenzicwas unable to ſuſtain ſuch 


a ſhock. A fainting fit alarmed ſome of the 


company for her ſafety ; and when ſhe began 
to recover, the Baron returned into his bed- 
room 2 to give his ſervant orders reſpecting his 

removal, 


* 
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removal, beige declared that he would not 
ſleep another night in Leiceſter Square; and 


upon joining the company again in the ſa- 
loon, he told the Duke he was at his ſer- 


vice. Every one declared the ſame Sir 


Archibald made ſhift to totter upon his legs, 
and hold by the back of his chair; her 
Ladyſhip was not equal to the effort; Archy 
and Margaret roſe, but choſe to retreat be- 
hind the Knight. | 


Both the Duke ad Baron addreſſed Joh: 
in the moſt friendly manner, each requeſt- 
ing to ſee him the next day. Elton and the 
Baronet were not leſs kind; and as the Baron 


objected to a chair, which his ſon adviſed, - + + 


obſerving ſuch a conveyance would ſeparate 
him from his father and ſon, he led the way 
with the Duke. John ſaw them all into his 
Grace's carriage, which was in waiting; and 
the moment it drove off, ran up ſtairs again 
to his truly diſconſolate family, whom he 

thus addrefled= . 


* ea” 
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. 
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expect, Sir Archibald, you will enable 
me to deliver up the exact account of every 
thing you received from Mr. Harcourt, 


ſenior, by to-morrow at twelve o'clock, to- 
gether with the thouſands that you hoped 
you had ſo ſucceſsfully embezzled ;—but 
- ſuch iniquities as your's are ſure to be diſ- 8 


covered. 1 


The Knight, with ee contrition, de- 


clared his readineſs to ſettle every thing, 


only requeſted that he might be left alone 
immediately for that purpoſe, defiring to ſee 
his ſon again the next morning about twelve 


o'clock.— John readily acquieſced in his 
wiſh, and hurried home to deplore his mis- 


fortune in being born of ſuch parents. 


. Meanwhile the Baron had forgot all his 


paſt ſufferings in his preſent felicity. The 
Ducheſs was nearly as overjoyed as her be- 
loved George ; and, notwithſtanding his re- 


| cent illneſs, he declared himſelf free from 


every complaint, and liſtened with rapture 


to 
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to the ſhort narrative the Duke gave him 
of his paſt life. 


5 Elton was not leſs happy ; and it was 
morning before they chole to ſeparate, of 
_ courſe late in the forenoon before they again 


met in the breakfaſt- room, where they were 


joined by John Mackenzie; who, at the 
appointed time, had preſented himſelf at his 
father's door, which was opened by an old 
woman, who informed him that Sir Archi- 


bald had let his Wk and left London, 


« And who has taken the houſe ; * en- 
quired the petrified John. | 
& Mr. C. the auctioneer, Sir.“ 


Thither he inſtantly went, and found all 
the woman had told him perfectly true.— 

John requeſted a further explanation, which 
the auctioneer thus gave him ;— 


« Sir Archibald called upon me laſt night 
about nine o clock, Sir, and told me he 
wanted 
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wanted ſomebody to take his houſe and ” IR 
niture, as it ſtood, within an hour; aſſuring ; 


me if I would become the purchaſer, I ſhould 


| have a good bargain, as he was under the 


neceſſity of immediately quitting the king- 


dom upon an affair of honour,—l1 accom- 


panied him home, took a haſty inventory, 
gave Sir Archibald what I thought it was 


worth, and took poſſeſſion of it at midnight, ; 
at which hour bimſelf and his family ſet out 
upon their journey for Dover, meaning to 
ſail the moment they reached that place; 


therefore by this time they may be at Calais.” 


2 


John made no remarks, but boring thanked 


the auctioneer for his inform tion, haſtened 5 


into Groſvenor Square with the intelligence 


| fearful the Duke or Baron ſhould think he had 


connired at their clandeſtine departure. 

= Io the Duke was Baron were afto- 
niſhed; and their reiterated expreſſions of 
| friendſhip conſoled John for his other mis- 


fortunes. In a ma 58 the happy party 
in 


5 
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in Groſvenor Square ſet out for Scotland, 
where they ſpent their Chriſtmas ; nor did 


they return to London till the Ducheſs was 


upon the point of giving an heir to the 
Houle of Douglas, upon which event his 
Grace received the compliments of all his 
former friends. N 


Lord Fitzcdrrnl had arigly adhered to all 
the excellent reſolutions he had formed, and 
was looking out for a wife, as he ſpent great 
part of his time at home, he obſerved, and 
therefore wanted an agreeable domeſtic com- 
Panion S 


5 Charles, who was upon- the point of 
marriage with the Hon. Miſs Fraſer, ap- 
- - plauded his motive, and promiſed to re- 


- . commend him to ſome amiable woman, who 


might contribute to bis n 


From John Mackenzie they learned, chat 
Sir Archibald had died at a ſmall village in 
Normandy, ſoon after his arrival in France; 

25 . and 
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and that her Ladyſhip and family, being ſuſ- 


pected of favouring the old Government, 
the mob, after abuſing them in the groſſeſt 
manner, had concluded by ſetting fire to 
their houſe, burning every thing that was 
in it, and ſending them to England with 
merely the clothes upon their backs. They 
had now, at his deſire, retired into Wales, 
where he hoped a ſalutary repentance might 
obtain thetn the pardon of their mieten | 


The Count and Counteſs de St. Mars 
continued to be beloved -and reſpected: by 


all that knew them, and expended: great 
part of their 1 income upon their lels fortunate 


Compatriots. 
x ; * : 
Lady Juliana, having obtained a i divorce, | 


was diſappointed in the expectations ſhe 
had formed, as the Marquis did not chuſe 
to confer” his title upon her; but ſhe till 
hopes to rettieve her paſt errors, and to 
outvie the truly amiable, admired, and * | 
Arg gd. Ducheſs of Durham. 
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